
Prophet, Priest, King



A King is Needed
In those days Israel had no king;  
everyone did as they saw fit. 

Judges 17:6
In those days Israel had no king. 

Judges 18:1
In those days Israel had no king.  

Judges 19:1

In those days Israel had no king;  
everyone did as they saw fit. 

Judges 21:25



Christ in the center
We believe that all the Scriptures  
center about the Lord Jesus Christ  
in His person and work  
in His first and second coming,  
and hence that no portion,  
even of the Old Testament,  
is properly read, or understood,  
until it leads to Him.



W.H. Griffith-Thomas

Christianity is Christ 
Christianity is the only religion in the world 
which rests on the person of its founder. 
Christianity is so inextricably  
bound up with Christ that  
our view of the person of Christ  
involves and determines  
our view of Christianity.



Charles Ryrie

The Centrality of Christ
Thus the incarnation has  
  ramifications in relation to  
    our knowledge of God, to  
     ourselves, to our salvation,  
      to our daily living, to our  
       pressing needs, and to the  
        future. It truly is the  
         central fact of history.



Millard Erickson

The Centrality of Christ
When we come to the study of the person 
and work of Christ, we are at the very 
center of Christian Theology. For since 
Christians are by definition believers in  
                 and followers of Christ, their  
                  understanding of Christ must be  
                   central and determinative of the  
                         very character of the  
                            Christian faith."



Alister McGrath

The Place of Christ
• Jesus Christ is the Historical point of 

departure for Christianity. 

• Jesus Christ reveals God. 

• Jesus Christ is the bearer of salvation. 

• Jesus Christ defines the shape                   
of the redeemed life.



Gregg Allison

The munus triplex
Most commonly, people view the saving work of 
Jesus Christ in terms of his sacrifice on the 
cross and his resurrection. While these were 
certainly the focus of his mission, Christ's  
                 work cannot be limited to them. 
                    The munus triplex, or threefold office  
                       of Christ, underscores the  
                         multifaceted nature of his work  
                           of salvation.



Prophet, Priest, King



Jesus Christ is a Prophet bringing God's revelation to us.

•Jesus is the Final Word                         
(Hebrews 1:1-4). 

•Jesus is the Fulfilling Word       
(Matthew 5:17).



Hebrews 1:1-4

Final Word
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 
also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of 
God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So 
he became as much superior to the angels as the 
name he has inherited is superior to theirs.



Matthew 5:17

Fulfilling Word
Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I 
tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, 
not the smallest letter, not the least stroke 
of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished.



Jesus Christ is a Prophet bringing God's revelation to us.

•Are You Listening? 

•Are you Growing? 

•Is Christ Being Formed in You?



Jesus Christ is a Priest bringing us into relationship with God.

•Jesus’ Priestly Work is Finished 
(Hebrews 10:10-12). 

•Jesus’ Priestly Work is Forever 
(Hebrews 7:23-25).



Hebrews 10:10-12

Priestly Work Finished
And by that will, we have been made holy 
through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. Day after day every priest 
stands and performs his religious duties; again 
and again he offers the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins. But when this priest 
had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God, and 
since that time he waits for his enemies to be 
made his footstool.



Hebrews 10:19-22

Priestly Work Finished
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart and with the full assurance that 
faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water.



Hebrews 7:23-25

Priestly Work Forever
Now there have been many of those 
priests, since death prevented them from 
continuing in office; but because Jesus 
lives forever, he has a permanent 
priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save 
completely those who come to God 
through him, because he always lives to 
intercede for them.



Jesus Christ is a Priest bringing us into relationship with God.

•Are you Grateful? 

•Are you Prayerful? 

•Are you Accessing Your Access?



Jesus Christ is a King bringing God's rule over us.

• Jesus’ Kingly Work is Fulfilled in 
the Future  (Revelation 19:11-17). 

• Jesus’ Kingly Work is Possible in 
the Present  (Colossians 3:12-17).



Revelation 19:11-17

The Future
I saw heaven standing open and there before 
me was a white horse, whose rider is called 
Faithful and True. With justice he judges and 
wages war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and 
on his head are many crowns. He has a name 
written on him that no one knows but he 
himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and his name is the Word of God. 



Revelation 19:11-17

The Future
The armies of heaven were following him, 
riding on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen, white and clean. Coming out of his 
mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike 
down the nations. “He will rule them with an 
iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the 
fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe 
and on his thigh he has this name written: 

          King of Kings and Lord of Lords.



Colossians 3:12-17

The Present
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together 
in perfect unity.



Colossians 3:12-17

The Present
 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were called 
to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of 
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 
Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.



Jesus Christ is a King bringing God's rule over us.

• Is Your Worldview Right? 

• Is Your life Reflecting His Rule. 

• Which relationships Have Priority?



Paul Enns

The munus triplex
These three offices of Christ as Prophet, Priest, 
and King are the key to the purpose of the 
incarnation. His prophetic office was involved 
with the revealing of God's message; the priestly  
office was related to His saving and  
Intercessory work; His kingly office  
gave Him the right to reign over Israel 
and the entire earth: All the divine  
intention of these three perfectly  
culminated in the Lord Jesus Christ.



Jesus Christ  
is our Prophet, 

Priest, and King. 
Or is he?



Prophet, Priest, King


