
"DOOR STOPS" 
(Acts 16:1-10) 

(Chuck Swindoll) 
  
Closed doors don't feel nearly so frustrating with the right perspective. When you trust in 

God's plan, knowing He's in control and always does what is right, anxiety melts into serene 
confidence, irritation yields to surrender, fear gives way to trust. Paul's closed-door experience 
offers some helpful truths to keep in mind when we have reached a dead end.  

Number one: Before the Lord can turn us, He often has to stop us. Some of us are rolling 
along faster than ever in our lives. But you know how it is when you get stopped, when you 
find yourself at a dead end. Every door is shut. You try north; it doesn't open. South? Not any 
better. East? West? Equally closed off. You're stuck. He stopped you. That's the time to pause 
rather than panic. Find time to be alone so you can pay attention to what's going on within 
you and around you. God wants you to see something before moving on; there's some 
perspective you need or crucial information you lack.  

Number two; God never closes a door without a plan to open another. That sounds like a 
platitude designed to inspire optimism, but there's more to this truth than saying "Everything 
will work out." This is a bold affirmation of God's sovereignty. No Christian has a right to feel 
hopeless. Quite the contrary: There's no such thing as a hopeless case for a Christian. Where 
the nonbeliever worries that a mistake or wrong turn has led to a dead end, the child of God 
knows that even his or her dead ends are part of God's design. In Paul's case, the Lord used 
circumstances to guide the apostle and his team, directing them like water down a chute, to 
Troas. At the end of this blind alley, they had little choice but to wait on the Lord for direction. 
Rather than despairing, they waited for direction, confident in their mission.  

When facing a similar situation, resist the urge to fight your way out of the dead end. 
Instead, pull back and wait. Rather than search 
for escape, seek the Lord's direction.  

Number three: Doors open and close 
according to God's timing, which is perfect. It 
appears that the Lord not only closed the door 
to Asia and opened the door to Europe, but He 
also arranged the timing so Paul could meet Dr. 
Luke, who would prove helpful in Philippi. If he 
was, indeed, a resident of that city, his personal 
contacts would have been invaluable in the 
absence of a synagogue. We tend to think of 
success in terms of destination and progress, 
but wise people have learned that it's also 
about timing. Paul waited on the Lord and 
didn't press on until he had clear direction. He 
understood that waiting is sometimes the best 
way to make progress.


