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Judges Re

MOTIVATION, SOVEREIGNTY, AND PAREN
(Judges 14:1-20)
Lawson Younger

sou

TING

Motivated by Self-Interest. The picture of Samson that emerges from this section is
anything but positive. What is morally right in Samsons life is determined by Samson himself,

not by God or his Law. Samson is driven by the sensual: his‘stincts

gratifications. He manifests a total disregard for huma t
t @
' . ‘ P oo

of priv

ter. Everyone—Philistines and Israe

s appetites/his
e sh@ws no regard
tivatell by self-

, his

ate property, and so on. In

lites

been done to them. The seo’n seemas to

reprisals. The point is that God's people are
iting the same behavior as the unbeliey

es and actions has been demonstra
al judge except for Othniel. It just [

Thus, it is abu
himself, Samson
for delivering Israe ,, the Israelites would
have been satisfied ith the Philistines.
Hence in this context@Bod's people seem perfectly content to
maintain the status qu¥in relationship to unbelievers. But the Lord
has other plans for his people, both then and now.

Warning. The passage is a warning to us concerning what
characteristics we should not want in our lives. In Samson, Israel has
a judge who determines what is right and wrong purely based on
his senses. Today we are encouraged to live life in this way. We are
persuaded by commercials to "just do it," that if we like something
to go for it. Ads are directed to our senses—appearances are
everything. If you don't have the right stuff, you're nothing. Sex is
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Samson and thé Greeks

Judges 13-16

Homer’s Iliad: Achilles (Books 2-22) Hercules (Book 8)

Divinely Ordained Birth: Angel of the Lord Announcement

Divinely Ordained Birth: Sons god (Zeus) and goddess

e - (Thetls)
Champion Warrior: Fighting Alone Champion-Warrior: Fighting A]ong’ AGoliath"as well)
' L ) .‘ s - \ - f
Strong Temper: Expressed.in Vengeance Strong Temper. E"xpressed in Vengeance
n\' } ‘
o AV .

Special Powers: The Spirit of Yahweh

Spec.laf Powers: Given by the “gods”

Deadly Weakness: Deceived by;Women

Special Provisions: Wateér from Rock o ¢

%) ﬁeadly Weakness: Achilles Heel (wound that kills)

Special Pro.vis-i(')p's: Nectar and Ambrosia

F
..

Foreign Women: 1st Wife,2nd lejfe, Delilah

Foreign Women: Briseis and Mophale, Deianira, and.a mistress |

Risk Takers: Kills 3.0'0.0 at His Péath

Risk Takers: Kill many including giants and.in death

Begins to Deliver Israel(13:5) as part of YHWH’s plan (14:4)

“The will of Zues is accomplished”
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Land occupied Dy the
Israelites during the
settlement period

City still dominated by
Canaanites after the
Israelites settled the e Kehob?
Promised Land Dt L
(according to Judges 1)
e _sgeth-anathy?
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—~a Samson travels to Timnah !
for wedding, then to Ashkelon

,~~A SAMSsOn cargies city gates to
Hebron 7
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Previous accounts mlght have Ied readers to

expect an account of military conflict'to be
introduced at this point, but the reality is far
from that. The rest of the Samson narratives.
consist of a series of storles relatmg
primarily to Samson's: sex life and
his revenge on those. whom

he sees as actlng against his*
interests in“this-area.

Mary Fuane



. .'.'. -~.\

.....".,. "‘.i'._ ~‘ \

God can accomphsh h:s
- plans even through peoplg
- who are self-absorbed ‘‘‘‘ P
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d:sobedlent and”
d:sengaged from God

Kenneth Wag



“Then the Spirit began to d:sturb
him...and he went down.” It was ‘to

- be the first of a series of downward
movements as he moved further P
and further away from the* 2

lifestyle expected of him as a:
Nazmte (1 5 7 19; 15:8, 11)

Barry G. Webb




14:1-4
14:5-6
14:7-9

14:10-18

[4:19-20

>
.

Samson goes dowm. "

and talks with the woman,:"

S_ams()‘ﬁfé.fathelj goesféldwn
" _zo talk to the woman.
.Samson.'g.c;es down to Ashkelon
“And kills 30 Philistines.

“Samson (with Mom and Dad, .} : o g
| ] .+ |- Secret Slaying'of*a Lion
goesdown to Timnah. .. "> 3

<% Secret of the Honey

et
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_Sec'l;'e.t. in the Riddle -

Secret Power of Samson
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How Biblical Narratives‘Work

~ A. Historical and Canonical Context
B. Narrator e

-\ “ .....

The narrators voice-is the author:ty in the parrative

world. Trust the narrator. and watch fer interpretive cues.

ok \
-~ . -x

1. Omniscient .- |
2. Trustworthy .....
3. Interpretlve/’Evaluative

Michelle Krigh



Entltled

Even though God's grace. can be mlsused
“and turned into entltlement
God'is always at work

accompllshmg His purposes <
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Samson went down to Timnah‘ahél\'saw
“there a young Philistine woman. When

""""

“he returned, he said to. hls father and
mother, | have seeft a Phlllstme woman
in Timnah; now get Her for me.as my,
Wlfe """ et

»
.
. ®
A

Judoes 14:1-2
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Had Samson been an American
‘he would have saidq: Let me teII

''''''

“you, | saw awoman: _ "
W-O-M-A-N in Tlmnah1

Dale Ra(ph Da\ng



“His father and mother replied, “Isn't
there an acceptable woman- among your
relatives or among all our pecple’? Must
you go to the unmrcumased Phlllstmes
to get a Wlfe’?" '

Judgeg [4:5



When the Lord your God brmgs yeu into the
land you are entering to possess and drlves out
 before you many nations—the Hittites, 5
- Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites, seven natlens Iarger and
stronger than you— and when the Lord your
God has delivered them over to you -and you
have defeated them then you: must destroy

them totally: - e
| Deuteronomg L2



5

Make no treaty with them, and s}\ow
them no mercy. Do not intermarry with
-them. Do not give your daughters to thelr
sons or take their daughters for your™
sons, for they will turn your children away
from following me to sérve other.gods,
and the Lord's.anger will burn: agamst you

and will quickly-destroy you. .
Deuteronomy 7:2-4



. But Samson said to his father |

- "Get her for me. s R
She's the right one for me.
[||tera||y she S r:ght i my eyes]

Judgeg 143
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............

“(His parents did not know that thls was
- from the Lord, who was see mg Al 225
‘occasion to. confront the Ehﬂjwnes for
at that time they were rulmg over
Israel.) .~ e

a..
s "
‘.



God is the one who is really S,
orchestrating the events in the story '
The narrator explains that the parents :
did not know that Samson s demand

“was from the Lord” and that God
was seeking an occas:on/ Fies

opportumty agamst the Ph:l:stmes

Kennieth Wag
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At no stage do we see [Samson] expressmg any
concern for, or interest in, what mlght be>.

- Yahweh's purposes for him, not even the weII
bemg of Israel as a whole He is never plctured as

The text seems to go out of |ts way to
portray Samson as: entlrely concerned
for himself,-the exact opposite of the: .
commitment to Yahweh the Nazirite
VOW. Was supposed to express.

Mary Fuane




Clearly, the un usual o,
developments are” .
prov:dent:ally

- g » H
>
\ \ ‘. »

Kenneth Wag '
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Samson went down to Timnah together with

_his father and mother. As they approached

- the vmeyards of Timnah, suddenly a young
lion came roaring toward hlrr)J Thé&’Spirit of

the Lord came powerfully\upon nhim so that

he tore the I|on apart Wity hls bare hands as -

»
.
. ®
»

0 Judgeg 4:546



~Then he went down and talked with the '
woman, and he I|ked her

»
.
. ¥
N

Judgeg 14:7
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Subtle dlsobedlence is. 5|gn|f|cant
‘and often has' an |m‘pact
on others around you
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“I\
Some time later, when he went Ioac:k to
“marry her, he turned aside to Iook at
- the lion’s carcass, and in it.he saw_ a.
“'swarm of bees and some honey He
scooped out the honey ‘Wwith hls hands

»
.
. ®
A

Judgese 14:89



- When he rejoined his parent‘s he gave..
~them some, and they too:ate it..Buthe
did not tell them that he had taken the

honey from the I|on 's: carcass

»
.
. ®
N

Judgese 14:89



Samson & Geénesis 3

Eve saw, took, and ate the Fruit. | Samson saw, fook, and ate the ‘Honey.

Eve gave it to'another (Adam), | Samson gaveat fo another (Parents),
who then ate. -~ = _who thenate.

Eve's bad chvices SN Samson S bad choices
lead to deliverance (clothing)..{ lead\to deliverance (Philistines).

God’s Sovereignt,y-is;hi:ghl~i’g'.hted.° 7 God’s Soverei.gn.ty.i-‘s highlighted.

God’s Grace i$ }.ii'g.hlig‘}:l,ted. God’s Grace is$ h’i'ghl’i.glhted. .



Appllcatlon

God Sovereugm‘g and Gracé

 Our celfich choices revea[ our mablln‘g 10 rule our ouwn
ives and highlighte (God’ e gracioug work to.deliver ug:
from the verg predlcamem‘g we get. Ourgelveg into:;

i (F gh s
5 7 9 '&‘f"
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_Entertainec

When our own self mterest and
amusement dommate our;world-wew
chaotic consequences

7 are.,a..f-requent result.
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“as was custcmary for young men. When
the people saw hlm they chose thlrty

- “Judaes 1401



“Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to
“them. “If you can give me the answer within the
~-seven days of the feast, | will: glve you ‘thirty
linen garments and thirty sets of-€lothes. If you
can't tell me theranswer, y&u must give me
thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes

' Judgeg 41213



.'l.. ~.‘
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As it is likely that most men
~would have had only one Ilnen -
undergarment and only one good
set of outer clothes, the' cost

of fallmg to: solve the rlddle




~"Tell us your riadle,” they said. ” Let's hear it.”

) ‘-'
-~

He replled e
"Out of the eater, somethmg to eat;
out of the strong, somethmg sweet

- Judgeg 14:13-14



A Qiant and a Sicilian
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Samson seems to possess great
cunning, but he overlooked two
important facts—the Phlllstmes .
-ingenuity and, more: |mpc>rtant|y,
his own vulnerablllty to o

female charm 2 4
Robert Chigholm m//
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- On the fourth day, they said tc’>" Sarﬁébn’s
~ wite, "Coax your husband into explammg
~ the riddle for us, or we: w:II burn you-and
your father’s household to death Did
you |nV|te us here to steal our property'?"

Judgeg 415



“Then Samson s wife threw herself on
...hlm sobbmg, “You hate met You don't’
- really love'me. You'ves glven"my people
a riadle, but you haven t told me the o

answer."

ex iy Judges 416
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“| haven't even explained it to my fétﬁe‘i—.;\gr
~mother,” he replied, “so why should |.explain it
-toyou?" . SR

She cried the whole seven[th] days of the feast.
So on the seventh day he fmally told her,
because she contmued to press him. She in turn .
explained-the. rlddle to her people. B

" Judtes 67



v % -
Before sunset on the seventh day the men of the
town said to him, ' '

“What is sweeter than honey? .
What IS stronger than a ||on’?" J_,.,;.‘;»"f"

Y LA

Samson said to them;” . .

“If you had not plowed W|th my. heifer, |
you-would not have solved my rlddle

Judges (43
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His reference to her as a he:fer
~was almost certainly meant to be
an impolite as it comes across.in.
English and illustrate Samson S
facility with. words ahd’
lack of true respect
for women.

-

n.

Mary Fuane
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God will always
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f

accompllsh H|s purpose

L
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while we will reap ‘what We SoOW.
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Then the Spirit of the Lord came-powerfully
“upon him. He went down to Ashkelon, struck =
“~down thirty ot-their men, strlpped them of
everything and gave thelr clethes to those
who had explained-the riddle. Burning with
anger, he returned 16 his father's. home

»
.
. ®
A

Judges (449



The text is clear: whatwe'é'l"e"éiééjl.fﬁg‘with IS
not Samson’s temper but the Spikits"ibcwer It
_this seems brutal, we must simply live with it.
- We have already seen that when Yahweh.
" delivers his people he does not always dlp his
saving acts in Clorox- and sprmkle @
them with perfume To dellver from

evil will frequently be messy.” " - ¥ 1
' Sor- N |\

e

Dale Ralph Datig \d



And Samson's wife was glven to one of
"his companions who had attended him
at the feast ot A T

Judgeg 14:20



The grace ot @od .
~allows Hlm to ue ue for Hig purpoges

in gpite of our “shortcominge
(bmL not wn‘houf congequenceg).



Pl : i,
Good can even use our fallures ’tc do
something he wants to be done

credit. That is to our shame

In spite of us, if somebody
comes to falth that is”

Allen Rosg
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Truth:

God's sovereign purpose will always.be accompllshed—
‘often in spite of AS, A

A We'Y
»

Warnmg A
Our seltish entitlement and pet?dlant preoccupatlon with
entertamment il eventually come home 1o roost.

~ . Challenge:
Allgn yourself with the purposes of God
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If you get mixed up with the world "
the way the world thinks, there’s e
- nothing but disaster ahead for- you.
~This is not idolatry per se it's just:
beginning to think the way the
world around-you thlnks with
yourself at the centerof .
everything you-do.

\‘.".

Allen Rosg



