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Malachi 
The Spiritual Life of a Believer  

is a response to the already present 
grace of God.



Danny Hays

Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament, but it brings the Old Testament 
to a close only with a comma, and not a period. That is, Malachi points 
forward to the coming day of the Lord, and he declares that the prophet 
Elijah will signal the inauguration of that day. We then turn the page from 
Malachi to Matthew, and soon John the Baptist shows up, whom the New  
                      Testament associates with Elijah. Thus there is very little break 
                       between the Prophets (as concluded by Malachi) and the 
                    Gospels, which describe the fulfillment of the prophetic message.
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The Chronology of the Writing Prophets

Pre-Exilic

Malachi 
(520)

Postexilic

ZECHARIAH 
(520-514)

HAGGAI 
(520)

Exilic

Daniel 
(605-537)

EZEKIEL 
(593-571)
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OBADIAH 
(840?)

AMOS 
(760)

JONAH 
(760)

HOSEA 
(755)

NAHUM 
(660)

To Judah:

JOEL 
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ZEPHANIAH 
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(607)

LAMENTATIONS 
(586)

Three prophets  
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about other countries. 
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Nahum 

(Nineveh/Assyria)

OBADIAH 
(586?)

JOEL 
(???)
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INTRODUCTION TO THE POSTEXILIC PROPHETS 
(Danny Hays in The Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook) 

After the death of King Solomon, a civil war divides the nation into two countries: Israel (in the 
north) and Judah (in the south). The northern kingdom, Israel, falls into idol worship immediately, never 
again to return to a true worship ofGod. The southern kingdom, Judah, soon follows suit and slides into 
idolatry and social injustice. A few kings struggle against this slide, but without success. The preexilic 
prophets like Isaiah, Amos, and Jeremiah preach and preach, but to no avail; no one really listens to 
them. By the time of Jeremiah and Zephaniah, both the leaders and the people have completely 
abandoned God. Even though God pleads with them through his prophets, the people remain 
rebellious and hostile, refusing to repent and to return to God. Thus the judgment comes. The 
Assyrians destroy the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC, and the Babylonians later destroy the 
southern kingdom of Judah in 587/586 BC. The Presence of God departs from Jerusalem (Ezekiel 10–
11), and the Babylonians raze Jerusalem to the ground, carrying most of the population into exile; thus 
the Israelites lose the Promised Land.  

But then the Lord begins to unfold his plan of restoration. Cyrus, king of Persia, overruns the 
Babylonians, and in 538 BC he decrees that exiled people like the Israelites can return home. In several 
waves over the next one hundred years or so, the shattered Israelite exiles return back to the Promised 
Land. This is the context in which the postexilic prophets (Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi) write.  

With Israel back in the land, some people might have thought that the great time of restoration 
predicted so often by the preexilic prophets had begun. Numerous things, however, point out that the 
great deliverance remained in the future. Yes, Israel is back in the land, but there is no Davidic king on 
the throne, and the Persians continue to dominate Israel politically (a fact stressed throughout the 
postexilic literature). Also important is that even after the Israelites rebuild the destroyed temple, the 
Presence of God does not return to the temple. In contrast to the spectacular entry of God’s Presence 
into the Solomonic temple described in 1 Kings 8:10–11, nothing at all is mentioned about the 

Presence of God in the rebuilt temple during the time of the 
postexilic prophets. Indeed, the post exilic prophets proclaim 
that the situation created by the struggling group of Israelites 
back in the land does not represent the great time of restoration 
and deliverance predicted by the preexilic prophets, or a return 
to “the way things were” under the blessings of Deuteronomy. 
They also underscore that the terrible sins of their forefathers 
should be seen as lessons, exhorting the current community to 
follow God in serious obedience. Yet the postexilic prophets do 
proclaim that the time of restoration has “begun” to a limited 
extent. Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi tell the ragtag nation of 
Israelites who have returned to the land that they live in between 
the beginning of the restoration and the ultimate consummation, 
which is still future. These prophets announce that the postexilic 
community is living in an interim time, and they should worship 
and serve the Lord faithfully as they await the coming of the 
Messiah who will actually bring about the glorious restoration 
prophesied by the preexilic prophets.

Postexilic Prophets Resources
the post-exilic period 

The Unstoppable Story of God’s Plan with God’s People

Ken Wilson 2023

The following is a summary of the Chronology of the Post-exilic period  
during which Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi Prophesied. 

Historical Context of The Post-Exilic Prophets

Cyrus’ decree to return 

First Return under Zerubbabel 
(49,897 returnees Leave Babylon for Israel) 

Temple Reconstruction Started 

Haggai & Zechariah Preach 
Temple Completed 

Esther is Queen 

Second Return under Ezra 
(5,000 returnees) 

Third Return under Nehemiah 
(49,942 arrive to reside in Jerusalem) 

Rebuilding the Walls in 52 days 

Malachi Preaches

Event
538 B.C. 

538 B.C. 

536 B.C. 

520-518 B.C. 

515 B.C. 

479 B.C. 

458 B.C. 

444 B.C. 

444 B.C. 

430 B.C.

Ezra 1:1-4 

Ezra 2 

Ezra 3-4 

Ezra 5:1-2 

Ezra 5-6 

Esther 1-10 

Ezra 7-10 

Nehemiah 1-2 

Nehemiah 3-7 

Malachi

C h r o n o l o g y

57 Years 12 Years

Haggai  
Zechariah Esther

538 515 458 456 444 432

Malachi

Date reference

Zerubbabel 
(Temple)

Ezra 
(Reform)

Nehemiah 
(Walls)

Silence 
(400 Years)

Captivity 
(70 Years)



the post-exilic period 
The Unstoppable Story of God’s Plan with God’s People

Ken Wilson 2023

The events in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah occurred over a 94 year span from 538-444 BC with three 
successive returns from exile. Zerubbabal returned first to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1-6).   

Ezra returned with a large remnant and led a revival (Ezra 7-10).  Finally, Nehemiah returned  
to rebuild the walls (Nehemiah 1-7) followed by another revival under Ezra (Nehemiah 7-13).  

The Story of Esther occurred over a ten year period from the 3rd year of the reign of Xerxes in 483 B.C. 
(Esther 1:3) until the 12th year of his reign in 473 B.C. (Esther 3:7).  Chronologically the events in Esther  

fit in between Ezra 6 and 7 after many of the Jewish exiles had returned to Jerusalem.  
during this time period Haggai and Zechariah preach messages that support Zerubabbal in his mission to rebuild 
the temple and reestablish worship. After nehemiah finished the mission to rebuild the walls providing security 

for the people in 444 BC Malachi Prophesied rebuking the nation for its ritualism and social injustice.

Cyrus’ decree to return 

First Return under Zerubbabel 
(49,897 returnees Leave Babylon for Israel) 

Temple Reconstruction Started 

Haggai & Zechariah Preach 
Temple Completed 

Esther is Queen 

Second Return under Ezra 
(5,000 returnees) 

Third Return under Nehemiah 
(49,942 arrive to reside in jerusalem) 

Rebuilding the Walls in 52 days 

Malachi Preaches

Event Date reference
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515 B.C. 

479 B.C. 

458 B.C. 

444 B.C. 

444 B.C. 

450 B.C.

Ezra 1:1-4 

Ezra 2 

Ezra 3-4 

Ezra 5:1-2 

Ezra 5-6 

Esther 1-10 

Ezra 7-10 

Nehemiah 1-2 

Nehemiah 3-7 

Malachi

C h r o n o l o g y

57 Years 12 Years

Haggai  
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(70 Years)
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Malachi

Map

Zerubabbal	 			536	
Ezra	 	 			458	
Nehemiah	 			444

	Three	Returns	From	Exile	



THE	MESSAGE	OF	THE	BOOK	OF	MALACHI	
Allen	Ross	

The book of Malachi is one biblical book that receives very little attention, apart from the 
occasional use of a line or two exhorting tithing. This is a pity because if the original audience 
needed to hear these messages from God as they waited for the coming of the Messiah, the 
modern professing churches need to hear them all the more because the warnings have been 
ignored and the failures and violations have continued in spite of the fulfillment of Malachi’s 
prophecy of the coming of John the Baptist and Jesus the Messiah. It is a book that should be 
studied regularly by Christians, or, better yet, preached often in the churches with all the 
passionate intensity of the prophet. 

Malachi must not be passed over as just another historical collection of messages from 
ancient Israel's prophets. It is the word of God, true and trustworthy in all it says, and 
timelessly relevant in its admonitions and warnings. The messages are addressed to all who 
profess to be the people of God, some of whom truly believe and others who actually do not 
believe in the LORD; but the messages are applicable to everyone because they come with the 
warning of the final judgment that will separate the righteous believers from the unbelievers. 

A brief overview of the messages in Malachi will show clearly how important they are to 
the way Christians think and live now: 

1. The prophet has to remind that people who were living in troubling times that 
God's everlasting love chose them and would see them through the difficulties of 
this life. 

2. The prophet admonishes the people to replace cheap, contemptible, and 
meaningless ritual with worship that honors God. 

3. The prophet denounces ministers for ruining the ministry by causing people to 
stumble in the faith because of their failure to teach the word of the Lord correctly 
and impartially. 

4. The prophet condemns those who profane the holy covenant of marriage by 
divorcing their legitimate spouses and marrying pagan unbelievers. 

5. The prophet answers the foolish charge that God was not just in dealing with 
sinners by declaring that no one can withstand the imminent coming of the LORD to 
purge sin and judge the wicked. 

6. The prophet rebukes the people for robbing God and 
challenges them to trust his faithfulness by faithfully 
bringing their tithes and offerings. 

7. The prophet instructs the people to heed the warnings of 
the coming messengers to repent before the great and 
terrible day of the LORD comes when he will separate the 
righteous from the wicked. 

The seven messages uncover the failures of the people: they 
forgot the love of God and were troubled by events in the world, 
they ruined worship with their quick and easy participation, the 

Malachi Resources
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF MALACHI 

Allen Ross 

The book of Malachi begins with a “burden, the word of Yahweh to Israel by the hand of 
Malachi!" And that is all the information we have. Other prophetic books often tell when the 
prophet wrote, that is, during the reigns of certain kings. As we shall see, though, there were no 
kings in Israel when Malachi delivered his messages—they were a thing of the past, and of the 
future. There was only a governor. So how can we date this book? What clues do we have? 

To answer some of these questions we can only look at the contents of the book and make an 
estimation of the date of its composition. A quick read through the book will tell us that the 
messages are intensely practical about sacrificial worship, priestly ministry, marriage and divorce, 
tithing, and the preparation of the coming of the Lord to judge the world and fulfill the promises 
of the covenants. We can conclude from the contents that there was no problem with idolatry in 
the nation—it too was a thing of the past. In fact, there is no mention of God's judgment on Israel 
for idolatry, namely, the Babylonian captivity. That was a thing of the past as well, long since 
forgotten by these folk. But they did have a temple and a functioning priesthood, even though it 
was not functioning correctly. On the basis of these observations we would date the book in the 
early post-exilic period. 

The exile in Babylon ended in 536 BC. Many of het people returned to the land under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel, an heir apparent to the throne if there ever was one to inherit; Joshua 
the High Priest; and the prophets Zechariah and Haggai. By March 515 BC they had rebuilt the 
temple in Jerusalem, a major triumph for the people of God, but also a disappointment for those 
old enough to remember the splendor of the old temple that was destroyed. As the people 
settled in the land and tried to make a life for themselves; they became discouraged and 
disillusioned because the glorious prophecies about their regathering to the land and the building 
of the city and the temple seemed not to be fulfilled. And so in time as their confidence in the 
promises weakened, their commitment to the covenant began to lag as well.  

About 455 BC Ezra returned to the land and promptly began a revival to bring the people 
back to the faith. The results of that spiritual work did not last very long, for in 444 BC Nehemiah 
was sent as governor and he found the same sins being committed that Ezra had tried to correct. 
Nehemiah's task was to continue the reforms and rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem, while 
enemies attacked them and their project. Nehemiah was called back to 
the palace in the East about 433 or 432 BC and remained there a few 
years. It seems most plausible to put the ministry of Malachi close to 
the time of Nehemiah's reforms and then his absence, because the 
messages address the same problems that Nehemiah had been 
working to correct. In Nehemiah we find that many had taken alien 
wives (13:23), and so too do we find this in Malachi (2:11); in Nehemiah 
the people were withholding their tithes (13:10), and so too did they 
violate the tithing laws in Malachi's day (3:8); Nehemiah had to deal 
with the divorce of legitimate wives (13:23, 27) and so did Malachi 
(2:15-16); and Nehemiah spoke of the neglect of temple service 

Malachi  

SummaryBackground
The Message of Malachi 

Joyce Baldwin 

It has become usual to disparage Malachi and belittle his message by saying that the 
creative period of prophecy had passed, and that he was more like a scribe or a casuist than a 
prophet, interested merely in the details of the ritual and in applying the letter of the law. Men 
like Amos, Isaiah and Jeremiah, by contrast, belonged to the first rank of prophets. The 
yardstick by which such judgments are made is not specified, and it is questionable whether 
comparisons between another are meaningful. True, Malachi belonged at the end of the 
prophetic era, but each prophet had his specific role to play in his own historical setting, and 
it is more important to see how he fulfilled his task and to appreciate, ponder and apply his 
message than to allot him a grade in the prophetic pass list. As R.W. Funk says, “The word of 
God, like a great work of art, is not on trial." 

Fundamental to Malachi's teaching is the concept of covenant. It is implicit in the opening 
theme, the Lord's love for Israel (1:2-5), and the book ends with a call to fulfill the obligations 
of the covenant as expressed in the law (4:4). The Lord, who initiated the covenant, and on 
whose dependability it was established, is the central figure and chief spokesman. Out of a 
total of fifty-five verses, forty-seven record in the first person the address of the Lord to Israel 
(the exceptions being 1:1; 2:11-15,17; 3:16). This use of the first person presents a vivid 
encounter between God and the people, unsurpassed in the prophetic books. 

By virtue of the covenant relationship the Lord refers to Himself as a father and implies that 
Israel is His son (1:6; 3:17; cf. 2:10). His desire is to bless His sons with all good things 
(3:10-12). He wants them to find true satisfaction and be like the ideal priest portrayed in 
2:5-7, accepting daily His gifts of life and peace, responding with awe to the privilege of 
belonging to Him, and in his turn passing on to others the good things he enjoys. A living 
relationship with the Lord is utterly essential if Israel's covenant destiny is to be fulfilled.  

Jacob’s basic sin lay in jeopardizing this relationship. Twice, Malachi specified sin as 
covenant breaking: the priest corrupted the covenant of Levi (2:8) and the people as a whole 
profaned the covenant of their fathers (2:10). Far from responding with warmth and 
spontaneity to the personal love shown them, both priest and people were apathetic and  
bored with worship (1:13) and main in their giving (3:8). In short, 
they despise the Lord (1:6), cheated him of vows and robbed him of 
dues (1:14; 3:8). Having failed to love God, they failed also to love 
their neighbor. A broken relationship with God led on to broken 
relationships in human society, inter-marriage and divorce being the 
examples of unfaithfulness quoted by Malachi. The objection to 
intermarriage was not on racial but religious grounds. Surrounding 
nations worshipped a “foreign god” (2:11), and therefore to enter 
into marriage alliances with them was ipso facto to be unfaithful to 
one's own covenant God (2:10). Similarly, divorce was hateful to 
God because it involved breach of covenant. Malachi's description 
of marriage to the wife of one's youth as companionship (2:14) 

The Message 

of Malachi

THE BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL EMPHASES OF MALACHI 
Allen Ross 

The Seven Messages 
These seven messages by the prophet Malachi are filled with doctrinal and practical themes, and 

although they were delivered to an Israelite congregation several centuries before Christ, they are as 
meaningful and applicable today as they were then in the following ways: 

1.  God's Faithful Covenant Love (1:1-5) 

The love of God is the basis for his covenant with his people - Israel then, and the church today. And 
that love will sustain the faithful through all persecution and trouble. With the new covenant in Christ 
Jesus we have a better understanding of the love of God. 

2. Worship That Dishonors God (1:6-17) 

The principles that inform this message are timeless—believers must fear and honor the Lord in the 
way that they worship. The outer form of worship with sacrifices and altars has been fulfilled in Christ's 
sacrifice, and this makes the standard for worship even higher. Treating the sacrifice as worthless and 
the ritual as drudgery betrays a corrupt minister and profane service. 

3.  Teaching God's Word Faithfully (2:1-9) 

Those who are entrusted to teach the word have a sacred duty- they must believe it, live it, teach it 
faithfully, and apply it to turn people to righteousness. This has not changed, neither have the failures 
and violations of teachers from the days of the apostles now. What has changed is that we have more 
Scripture to proclaim, and therefore the material in the prophetic literature has to be seen through the 
revelation of the new covenant. 

4.  Profaning the Holy Covenant of Marriage (2:10-16) 

Here too the message is still valid. In fact, it is more urgent given the modern corruption of the idea of 
marriage as it was instituted by God. The reminder of Malachi of the relationship between the man 
and the woman in marriage fits very well with pastoral counseling for marriage. And violation of 
marriage still is a sin, still causes great pain to people, and still ruins worship. All of this calls for 
diligence not to act treacherously and break the marriage vows. 

5.  God’s Justice and Faithfulness (2:17-3:5) 

People still want God to come and judge the wickedness in the world. But the cry for the God of 
justice can reflect a spirit of self-righteousness as much as a cry of pain. He is coming and no one can 
stand. But by his grace he has preserved his people from the destruction 
to come. In this passage we move from a purely Old Testament setting to 
the prophecy of the coming of Christ. We therefore have the advantage of 
looking back to see John the Baptist and Jesus Christ as the prophecy 
becomes clearer. That should not simply clear up some questions; it should 
inspire to greater faith as we realize the truth of God's word. 

6.  Gods Faithfulness to the Faithful (3:6-12) 

Here we focus on stewardship. It is one passage in Malachi that is used 
most frequently in the churches today. The principle is clear: devout 
worshipers are called to honor God with their stewardship. The details of 
Israelite sacrifices, offerings, and tithing may not all be carried forward 

Themes in 

Malachi
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Context:  
Who, When, Where, and Why?



Who Composed Malachi? 
We know nothing about Malichi's parents, ancestors, or 
tribal origin. he is simply identified as a "Malachi" (1:1) His 
name means “my messenger”. This is not very specific and 
some have concluded that his name is not actually given.  
However, it seems best to see this as his name in keeping with 
the practice of all the other prophetic books.



When Was Malachi Written? 
Unlike Haggai, Malachi does not contain any historical superscriptions that tie his 
ministry to the reign of a certain king. Thus it is difficult to date Malachi with 
precision. However, the situation that Malachi appears to address in his book seems 
very similar to the situation that Nehemiah encountered. If Malachi was indeed a  
                        contemporary with Nehemiah, then the setting for his book is about  
                          430 BC, or ninety years after Haggai and Zechariah.

Danny Hays



Malachi appeared on the scene at a time when the 
euphoria of the postexilic Jewish community following 
the rebuilding of the Temple and the restoration of 
social and political life was beginning to give  
way to cynicism in both the sacred and  
secular arenas.

Eugene Merrill



Eugene Merrill

The priests had begun to become corrupt in their official 
capacities as well as their private lives; the people had mingled 
themselves with the pagans around them by undertaking illicit 
marriages and pandering to false religious systems; and the nation 
as a whole had lost the ardor of messianic, eschatological  
hope, focusing its attention on the mundane necessities  
and pleasures of the here and now. 



Who Is the Audience of Malachi? 
The original audience for Malachi’s message would have been the 

residents of Jerusalem about 100 years after the return from exile and 
90 years after the preaching of Haggai and Zechariah. The temple has 

been completed, worship reestablished and the people have rejected all 
forms of idolatry. Now the massive issue of ritualistic, unengaged, and 
hypocritical worship has become widespread among the people of God. 



Why Was Malachi Written? 
Some may have thought that [the Postexilic] return was the great and 
glorious restoration that the earlier prophets had predicted, but the postexilic 
prophets (Malachi, Haggai, Zechariah) disagree and remind everyone that the 
great day of the Lord still lay primarily in the future, even though the return 
                       of the exiles could be viewed as the early beginnings of God’s  
                          unfolding plan of restoration.

Danny Hays



Why Was Malachi Written? 
Malachi is writing to address the hypocritical 

worship and lifestyles of the people of God who 
have forgotten his Holiness and His loving grace.



Content:  
How and What



How is Malachi Organized? 
•Prologue: The Oracle that Malachi delivered to Israel  (1:1) 

•The Lord’s Love for Israel (1:2-5) 
•Contemptible Sacrifices and Corrupted Priests (1:6-2:9) 
•Profaning the Covenant by Divorce (2:10-16) 
•Wearying the Lord with Charges of Injustice (2:17-3:5) 
•Turning Away and Robbing God (3:6-12) 
•Blasphemy Against the Lord (3:13-4:3) 

•Epilogue:  Obey the Law of Moses and Wait for Elijah the Prophet  (4:4-6)



How is Malachi Organized? 
A Superscription (1:1): Yahweh has a message for Israel.  
  B First Disputation (1:2-5): The proof of His love is His sparing the righteous and condemning the wicked.  
    C Second Disputation (1:6—2:9): Condemnation of improper, begrudging offerings. 
      D Third Disputation (2:10-16): The LORD is witness to marital fidelity, and Judah is unfaithful.  
      D’ Fourth Disputation (2:17—3:6): The LORD is witness to marital fidelity, and Judah is unfaithful. 
    C’ Fifth Disputation (3:7-12): Condemnation of improper, begrudging offerings. 
  B’ Sixth Disputation (3:13—4:3): The proof of His love is His sparing the righteous and condemning the wicked.  
A' Summary challenge (4:4-6): Yahweh has a message for Israel. 



The LORD, through his messenger Malachi, presented six disputes the Lord had with the nation declaring that they were merely outwardly religious 
demonstrating only ceremonial obedience rather than genuine love and worship; therefore, the nation would be punished if they did not repent  

and the LORD, announced by His messenger, would come to purify the nation in order to call them to repent and return to worship the LORD with a pure heart.

1:1             4:3
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What is the Message Of Malachi? 
The Lord, through his messenger Malachi, presented six 

disputes the Lord had with the nation declaring that they were 
merely outwardly religious demonstrating only ceremonial 

obedience rather than genuine love and worship; therefore, 
the nation would be punished if they did not repent  

and the Lord, announced by His messenger, would come to 
purify the nation in order to call them to repent and return to 

worship the Lord with a pure heart.



The Pattern of the Book
“I have loved you,” says the Lord.  
But you say, “How have You loved us?”  
“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved 
Jacob;  but I have hated Esau, and I have made his mountains a desolation 
and appointed his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.”

Malachi 1:2-3

Assertion

Protest
Evidence



Election as the Proof of Love
“I have loved you,” says the Lord.  
But you say, “How have You loved us?”  
“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved 
Jacob;  but I have hated Esau, and I have made his mountains a desolation 
and appointed his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.”

Malachi 1:2-3



Sins of the Priests

“And if I am a master, where is My respect?” says the 
Lord of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name.  

But you say, “How have we despised Your name?”

Malachi 1:6

Assertion

Protest



Sins of the Priests

You are presenting defiled food upon My altar.  

But you say, “How have we defiled You?”

Malachi 1:7

Assertion

Protest



Sick and Lame Sacrifices
“But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not 
evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is it not 
evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be 
pleased with you? Or would he receive you kindly?” 
says the Lord of hosts.

Malachi 1:8



Sick and Lame Sacrifices
“Oh that there were one among you who would shut 
the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle fire on 
My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the Lord of 
hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from you.”

Malachi 1:10



His great Name among the Nations
“For from the rising of the sun even to its setting, My 
name will be great among the nations, and in every place 
incense is going to be offered to My name, and a grain 
offering that is pure; for My name will be great among 
the nations,” says the Lord of hosts.

Malachi 1:11



Corrupt Priests
“And now this commandment is for you, O priests. If you do 
not listen, and if you do not take it to heart to give honor to 
My name,” says the Lord of hosts, “then I will send the curse 
upon you and I will curse your blessings; and indeed, I have 
cursed them already, because you are not taking it to heart.”

Malachi 2:1-2



Harsh Rebuke
“Behold, I am going to rebuke your offspring, and I will 
spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of your feasts; 
and you will be taken away with it. Then you will know 
that I have sent this commandment to you, that My 
covenant may continue with Levi,” says the Lord of hosts.

Malachi 2:3-4



Corrupt Priests
“For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men 
should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts.  But as for you, you have 
turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by 
the instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says 
the Lord of hosts.

Malachi 2:7-8



Corrupt Marriages
Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned 
the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves and has married the 
daughter of a foreign god. As for the man who does this, may 
the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes 
and answers, or who presents an offering to the Lord of hosts.

Malachi 2:11-12



Corrupt Marriages
“This is another thing you do: you cover the altar of 
the Lord with tears, with weeping and with groaning, 
because He no longer regards the offering or 
accepts it with favor from your hand. Yet you say, 
‘For what reason?’”

Malachi 2:13-14



Corrupt Marriages
Because the Lord has been a witness between you 
and the wife of your youth, against whom you have 
dealt treacherously, though she is your companion 
and your wife by covenant.

Malachi 2:14



The Priority of Marriage
“Take heed then to your spirit, and let no one deal treacherously 
against the wife of your youth. For I hate divorce,” says the Lord, 
the God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong,” 
says the Lord of hosts.  

“So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.”

Malachi 2:15-16



One More Time
You have wearied the Lord with your words.  

Yet you say, “How have we wearied Him?”  

In that you say, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of 
the Lord, and He delights in them,” or, “Where is the God of 
justice?”

Malachi 2:17

Assertion

Protest



Prepare the Way for the LORD

Behold, I am going to send My messenger,  
and he will prepare the way before Me.

Malachi 3:1a



The Sudden Coming of the LORD

“And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly 
come to His temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is 
coming,” says the Lord of hosts. 

Malachi 3:1b



He will purify the sons of Levi
But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when 
He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He 
will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons 
of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present 
to the Lord offerings in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
former years.

Malachi 3:2-4



Robbing God

“Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me!  
But you say, ‘How have we robbed You?’  
In tithes and offerings.”

Malachi 3:8

22-27%



Allen Ross

In the New Testament stewardship the economic system 
and the outlook are totally different; so we do not ask 
how much we should give, but rather how much  
can we keep and what we are to do with it,  
because everything we have and  
everything we are belong to God and  
are given to us in trust. 



Proving God
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that 
there may be food in My house, and test Me now in 
this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a 
blessing until it overflows.”

Malachi 3:10



The Book of Remembrance
Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave 
attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for 
those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name. “They will be Mine,” says 
the Lord of hosts, “on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will 
spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.”  
So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked, between 
one who serves God and one who does not serve Him.

Malachi 3:16-18



First Judgement
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; 
and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; 
and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says 
the Lord of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither 
root nor branch.”

Malachi 4:1



Healing  in It’s Wings
“But for you who fear My name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its 
wings; and you will go forth and skip about like 
calves from the stall.”

Malachi 4:2





Elijah is Coming
“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and terrible day of the 
Lord. He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, 
so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.”

Malachi 4:5-6



Conviction:  
So What?



Joyce Baldwin

Whereas most of the prophets lived and prophesied in days of change and 
political upheaval, Malachi and his contemporaries were living in an 
uneventful, waiting period, When God seem to have forgotten his people 
enduring poverty and foreign domination in the little province of Judah. 
Zerubbabel and Joshua, whom Haggai and Zachariah had indicated as God’s 
chosen men for the new age had died. True, the temple had been completed  
but nothing momentous had occurred to indicate that God's  
presence has returned to fill it with glory as Ezekiel had  
indicated what happen. (Ez. 43:4).



Joyce Baldwin

The day of miracles had passed with Elijah and Elijah. The 
round of religious duties continue to be carried on, but 
without enthusiasm. Where was the God of their fathers? 
Did it really matter whether one served him or not? 
Generations were dying without receiving  
the promises (cf. Heb. 11:13) and many were  
losing their faith. 



Joyce Baldwin

Malachi’s prophecy is particularly relevant to the many waiting 
periods in human history, and in the lives of individuals. He enables us 
to see the strains and temptations of such times, the imperishable 
abrasions of faith that end in cynicism, because it has lost touch with 
the living God. Even more important, he shows the way back to a 
genuine, enduring faith in the God, who does not change  
(Mal. 3:6), who invites men to return to him  (Mal. 3:7),  
and never forgets those who respond  (Mal. 3:16).



Where does this fit?
• Malachi presents a very direct and harsh message calling God’s people to examine their 

hearts as well as their actions. 
• Malachi looks below the surface exposing a lack of thankfulness and genuine worship. 
• Malachi makes a correlation between the fidelity of our relationships and our worship. 
• As the last book in the Old Testament Malachi also looks forward with a clear promise 

of the coming Messiah—Jesus Christ (3:1-5; 4:1-3) 



What Should We Believe? 
• God is utterly offended by us giving Him less than our best.  He deserves our best. 

•When our lifestyle does not match our profession our service is unacceptable.  

• Ritualism is Hypocrisy!  Going through the motions of worship without an engaged 
heart is worthless.



How should we behave? 
•Examining our hearts and our motives as we examine our service          
(worship, giving, and relationships). 
•Fully trusting God to do all He as promised.  But trusting His timeline as well. 

•Guarding our spirit and not breaking faith with God or others (2:16).



Why Was Malachi Written? 
Malachi gives us encouragement to continue to look to the future expectantly. We 
should not be discouraged or become cynical just because the wicked are 
flourishing for a short while. We should trust in God’s word through the prophets
—he is working to bring about his kingdom and to establish justice throughout the 
world. The Lord will return and all things will be brought under his rule. Justice  
                      will be established, and God’s people will be blessed beyond  
                        imagination.

Danny Hays



Next Steps:
• Ask yourself, and some others, if your lifestyle matches your 

profession.  Ask your kids. 
• Align your heart with your actions. Make real adjustments in both 

where needed. 
• Keep your hope alive as you wait for the “second coming” of your 

desire (3:1) who will bring healing (4:2).



Starting  
October 2


