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LOAVES ¢ FISHES

CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF PURIM
ESTHER 9:20-10:3
THE CHOSEN (SEASON 3: EP. 7)



|LE BOOK OF ESTHER

50D VWORKING IN THE SHADOWS




THE BOOK OF ESTHER TELLS THE STORY OF A JEWISH EXILE NAMED
MORDECAI, AND HIS BEAUTIFUL COUSIN ESTHER. THROUGH A FASCINATING
GET OF CIRCUMSTANCES THEY WERE ABLE TO SAVE THE JEWISH EXILES
CROM THE MURDEROUS PLOT OF HAMAN, AN EVENT THAT GAVE RISE T0 THE
JEWISH FEAST PURIM. THE MOST CURIOUS FEATURE OF THE BOOK IS THE
ABSENCE OF GOD’S NAME. DESPITE THIS GLARING OMISSION, %
MANY CONTEND THAT THE BOOK ILLUSTRATES GOD'S :. .|
PROVIDENTIAL CONTROL OF EVENTS,
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cople (even those outside the land),

not because of their character but because of His Covenant faithfulness (even when He is working behind the scenes),

the Shadows
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which would encourage them to finish the projects that God had given them to do, in spite of opposition.




THE STORY OF ESTHER IS AN ENTERTAINING ONE. YET
WHILE THE STORY IS RATHER EASY TO READ, IT IS NOT
CASY TO INTERPRET, AND THERE IS NO CONSENSUS

<o NEGARDING THE POINT OF THE STORY.

9 LIKEWISE THERE IS DISAGREEMENT OVER HOW

TU INTERPRET THE CHARACTER OF ESTHER
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N FACT, THERE DOESN T SEEM T0 BE MUCH OF A SPIRITUAL AWARENESS AT ALL IN ANY
OF THE CHARACTERS IN THE BOOK. UNE CAN PERHAPS READ SOME FAITH INTO
MORDECAI'S WARNING WORDS T0 ESTHER IN 4:/2—I4, ESPECIALLY IN HIS ENDING
COMMENTS, = WHO KNOWS BUT THAT YOU HAVE COME TO ROYAL POSITION FOR SUCH A
TIME AS THIS?™ BUT THIS IS A PRETTY FUZZY INDICATION OF FAITH, ESPECIALLY IN THE
 CONTEXT OF EZRA AND NEHEMIAH, WHO CLEARLY AND REPEATEDLY LOOK
10 GOD FOR HELP AND WHO ALSO REPEATEDLY ACKNOWLEDGE
50D FOR ALL OF THEIR SUCCESSES. [HE CHARACTERS IN
LSTHER DO NEITHER,
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NEITHER MORDECAI NOR ESTHER IS
NCCESSARILY A PARAGON OF PRACTICING
VAHWISM, ESTHERISNO RUTH
AND MORDECAI IS NO BOAZ S
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[ IKEWISE THE NAMES OF THE HERO AND THE HERQINE ARE DISTURBING. MORDECAI'S
NAME PROBABLY MEANS ~MAN OF MARDUK.™ MARDUK WAS THE PRIMARY GOD OF
THE BABYLONIANS, SO THIS IS AN ALARMING NAME FOR AN [SRAELITE HERO.
SIMILARLY, THE NAME ESTHER IS PROBABLY DERIVED FROM ISHTAR, THE
MESOPOTAMIAN GODDESS OF LOVE. THE MEANING OF THE NAMES,
OF COURSE, IS NOT CONCLUSIVE FOR DETERMINING THE MEANING
OF THE STORY, BUT NAMES OFTEN DO PLAY A ROLE, AND THESE
PARTICULAR NAMES ARE CSPECIALLY DISCONCERTING




[HUS WHILE IT IS TEMPTING TO RAISE UP MORDECAI AND

THE BEAUTIFUL YOUNG ESTHER AS HEROES AND MODELS

OF FAITH LIKE EZRA AND NEHEMIAH, IT 1S DOUBTFUL THAT
g%  THE AUTHOR OF ESTHER INTENDED THE STORY
10 BE UNDERSTOOD THAT WAY.

—— .



LSTHER

SHEANT (2
THE HERO <>
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|HE CHARACTERS OF MORDECAI AND ESTHER ARE CERTAINLY BOLD AND
DRAVE, BUT THEY DO NOT SEEM T0 BE FAITH-DRIVEN, AND THEY
PROBABLY SYMBOLIZE THOSE JEWS WHO HAD REMAINED IN EXILE.

(50D WORKS BEHIND THE SCENES THROUGH MORDECAI AND ESTHER,

NOT BECAUSE OF THEIR GREAT FAITH (WHICH IS A

—— .

05

D),

BUT BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT GRACE, AND IN SPITE OF
[HEIR LACK OF FAITH
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LOR A FULL 180 DAYS HE ( XERYES ) DISPLAYED THE VAST WEALTH OF HIS KINGDOM AND
THE SPLENDOR AND GLORY OF HIS MAJESTY. WHEN THESE DAYS WERE OVER, THE KING
GAVE A BANQUET, LASTING SEVEN DAYS, IN THE ENCLOSED GARDEN OF THE KING S PALACE,
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST WHO WERE IN THE CITADEL OF
SUSA. [HE GARDEN HAD HANGINGS OF WHITE AND BLUE LINEN, FASTENED WITH CORDS OF
WHITE LINEN AND PURPLE MATERIAL T0 SILVER RINGS ON MARBLE PILLARS.

o Eather [:4-8




| UXURY.

|HERE WERE COUCHES OF GOLD AND SILVER ON A MOSAIC PAVEMENT OF PORPHYRY,
MARBLE, MOTHER-OF-PEARL AND OTHER COSTLY STONES. WINE WAS SERVED IN
GUBLETS OF GOLD, EACH ONE DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER, AND THE ROYAL WINE
WAS ABUNDANT, IN KEEPING WITH THE KING'S LIBERALITY. BY THE KING 'S COMMAND
tACH GUEST WAS ALLOWED T0 DRINK WITH NO BESTRICTIONS, FOR THE KING
INSTRUCTED ALL THE WINE STEWARDS T0 SERVE EACH MAN WHAT HE WISHED.

- gfher [ 4-3







THE LAVISH LAP OF LUYURY

e e M—m—_ ENEP———— -

UN THE SEVENTH DAY, WHEN KING XERXES WAS IN HIGH SPIRITS FROM WINE,

HE COMMANDED THE SEVEN EUNUCHS WHO SERVED HIM——MEHUMAN, BIZTHA
HARBONA, BIGTHA, ABAGTHA, ZETHAR AND KARKAS—TO BRING BEFORE HIM (JUEEN
VASHTI, WEARING HER ROVAL CROWN, IN ORDER TO DISPLAY HER BEAUTY TO THE PEOPLE
AND NOBLES, FOR SHE WAS LOVELY T0 LOOK AT. BUT WHEN THE ATTENDANTS DELIVERED
THE KING'S COMMAND, (JUEEN VASHTI REFUSED TO COME.

JHEN THE KING BECAME FURIOUS AND BURNED WITH ANGER,

Gather HO 12




\WHEN THE KING'S ORDER AND EDICT HAD BEEN PROCLAIMED, MANY YOUNG WOMEN WERE
BROUGHT TO THE CITADEL OF SUSA AND PUT UNDER THE CARE OF HEGAI

LSTHER ALSO WAS TAKEN TO THE KING'S PALACE AND ENTRUSTED T0 HEGAI WHO HAD
CHARGE OF THE HAREM. SHE PLEASED HIM AND WON HIS FAVOR. IMMEDIATELY HE
PROVIDED HER WITH HER BEAUTY TREATMENTS AND SPECIAL FOOD. HE ASSIGNED TO HER
SEVEN FEMALE ATTENDANTS SELECTED FROM THE KING'S PALACE AND MOVED HER AND
HER ATTENDANTS INTO THE BEST PLACE IN THE HAREM.
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WHEN THE TURN CAME FOR ESTHER (THE YOUNG WOMAN MORDECAI HAD ADOPTED
THE DAUGHTER OF HIS UNCLE ABIHAIL ) TO G0 TO THE KING, SHE ASKED FOR
NOTHING OTHER THAN WHAT HEGAI, THE KING S EUNUCH WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF
THE HAREM, SUGGESTED. AND ESTHER WON THE FAVOR OF EVERYONE WHO SAW
HER. SHE WAS TAKEN TO KING XERYES IN THE ROYAL RESIDENCE IN THE TENTH
MONTH, THE MONTH OF TEBETH, IN THE SEVENTH VEAR OF HIS REIGN.

Bathor 2:15-16




LSTHER IS NO UANIEL




YOUWIN?

NOW THE KING WAS ATTRACTED 10 ESTHER MORE THAN m ANY UF THE OTHER
WOMEN, AND SHE WON HIS FAVOR AND APPROVAL MORE THAN ANY OF THE
OTHER VIRGINS, SO HE SET A ROYAL CROWN ON HER HEAD AND MADE HER

QUEEN INSTEAD OF VASHTI, AND THE KING GAVE A GREAT BANQUET, ESTHER’S
DANQUET, FOR ALL HIS NOBLES AND OFFICIALS. HE PROCLAIMED A HOLIDAY

THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCES AND DISTRIBUTED GIFTS WITH ROYAL LIBERALITY.

sGaathor 2:17-18
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1. JUST S0 HAPPENED

JURING TLIE T\ME Monnzcm WAS SITTING AT THE KING'S GATE, B\GTHANA AND [ERESH,
TWO OF THE KING'S OFFICERS WHO GUARDED THE DOORWAY, BECAME ANGRY AND
CONSPIRED T0 ASSASSINATE KING XERYES. BUT MORDECAI FOUND OUT ABOUT THE PLOT
AND TOLD (JUEEN ESTHER, WHO IN TURN REPORTED IT TO THE KING
GIVING CREDIT T0 MORDECAI AND WHEN THE REPORT WAS INVESTIGATED
AND FOUND TO BE TRUE, THE TWO OFFICIALS WERE IMPALED ON POLES.

ALL THIS WAS RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF THE ANNALS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE KING

sther 2:2|-23




~[HE PLOT THICKENS

Amn THESE CVENTS, KING XERYES HONORED HAMAN SON OF
HAMMEDATHA, THE AGAGITE, ELEVATING HIM AND GIVING HIM A SEAT OF
HONOR HIGHER THAN THAT OF ALL THE OTHER NOBLES. ALL THE ROYAL

OFFICIALS AT THE KING'S GATE KNELT DOWN AND PAID HONOR T0 HAMAN,
FOR THE KING HAD COMMANDED THIS CONCERNING HIM.
3UT MORDECAI WOULD NOT KNEEL DOWN OR PAY HIM HONOR

sather A:[-2




UESTROY, KILL, ANNIHILATE

DISPATCHES WERE SENT BY COURIERS TO ALL THE KING'S
PROVINCES WITH THE ORDER 0 DESTROY, KILL AND ANNIHILATE

ALL THE JEWS—VYQUNG AND OLD, WOMEN AND CHILDREN—
ON A SINGLE DAY, THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH,
[HE MUNTH OF ADAR AND [0 PLUNDER THEIR GOODS.

ggfher 25
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THE KING AND HAMAN SAT DOWN TO DRINK,
DUT THE CITY OF SUSA WAS BEWILDERED.

P othor 315




- | NEED YOUR HELP

JO NOT THINK THAT DECAUSE YOU ARE IN THE KING'S HUUSE YOU ALONE
OF ALL THE JEWS WILL ESCAPE, FOR IF YOU REMAIN SILENT AT THIS TIME,
NELIEF AND DELIVERANCE FOR THE JEWS WILL ARISE FROM ANOTHER
PLACE, BUT YOU AND YOUR FATHER'S FAMILY WILL PERISH.

AND WHO KNOWS BUT THAT YOU HAVE COME TO YOUR ROYAL POSITION

COR SUCHA TIME AS THIS?

sathor 4:|3-4
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[HAT NIGHT THE KING COULD NOT SLEEP; SO HE ORDERED THE BOOK OF THE
CHRONICLES, THE RECORD OF RIS REIGN, T0 BE BROUGHT IN AND READ 10
HIM. IT WAS FOUND RECORDED THERE THAT MORDECAI HAD EXPOSED

BICTHANA AND TERESH. TWO OF THE KING'S OFFICERS WHO GUARDED THE
DOORWAY. WHO HAD CONSPIRED TO ASSASSINATE KING XERYES,

=tz 0thor O:-2
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which would encourage them to finish the projects that God had given them to do, in spite of opposition.




| NEED YOUR HELP

THEN UUEEN LSTHER ANSWERED. “'IF | HAVE FUUND CAVOR
WITH YOU, YOUR MAJESTY. AND IF IT PLEASES YOU, GRANT ME

MY LIFE—THIS IS MY PETITION. AND SPARE MY PEOPLE—
THIS IS MY REQUEST. FOR | AND MY PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SOLD

10 BE DESTDUVED KILLED AND ANNIHILATED.
: R -' > — AN 73 4
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&€ UASTARDLY

\ING XERXES ASKED (JUEEN Esm
“WHO IS HE?
{—mg MAN WHO HAS DAREDTOD(

D, AN ADVERSARY AND ENEMY! TH

— afy, P 3 Vile Haman



UASTARDLY

JUST AS THE KING DETUDNED CROM THE PALACE GARDEN 10
THE BANOUET HALL HAMAN WAS FALLING ON THE COUCH
WHERE ESTHER WAS RECLINING.

THE KING EXCLAIMED, “WILL HE EVEN MOLEST THE QUEEN

WHILE SHE IS wnu ME N THE uousz?”
~— Eg’rher (3

- -
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~ PROTECT YOURSELF

[HE KING S EDICT GRANTED THE JEWS IN EVERV CITV [HE
AlGHT 10 ASSEMBLE AND PROTECT THEMSELVES; 10 DESTROY,
CILL AND ANNIRILATE THE ABMED MEN OF ANY NATIONALITY OB
PROVINCE WRO MIGHT ATTACK THEM AND THEIR WOMEN AND
CHILDREN, AND TU PLUNDEH [HE PROPERTY OF THEIR ENEMIES.

ngher oAl




UN THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, THE MONTH OF
ADAR, THE EDICT COMMANDED BY THE KING WAS TO BE CARRIED
OUT. UN THIS DAY THE ENEMIES OF THE JEWS HAD HOPED T0
OVERPOWER THEM, BUT NOW THE TABLES WERE TURNED AND THE

JEWS GOT THE UPPER HAND OVER THOSE WHO HATED THEM

< DS o S —— [ othor O




CONTENT:
\WHO. WHEN, WHERE, AND WHY?




WHO COMPOSED ESTHER?

-
—ETEO— e M‘QQ—': — —— e

TLII; TD(T O Esmm DOES NOT GIVE US ANY CLUES AS T0 WHO
WROTE DOWN THE STORY. WHOEVER IT WAS, THEY WERE CERTAINLY
AWARE OF THE PRECISE HISTORICAL DETAILS OF THE PERSIAN
DALACE AND THE INTRICACIES OF THE RELATIONSHIPS THERE

HE WRITER WAS A DADT OF THE POST-ENIL

{

t

SOMMUNITY.)



\WHEN DID THIS HAPPEN?

—ETTE o e Lmhr‘

THE CVENTS COVERED N Esmm TAKE PLACE NEAR THE BEGINNING
OF THE REIGN OF THE PERSIAN KING, XERXES (485-564).
{HE HEBREW TEXT CALLS HIM BY HIS OTHER NAME AHASUERUS.
[HE STORY BEGINS WITH XERYES DEPOSING VASHTI IN 483 BC
AND ENDS SOME TEN OR.ELEVEN VEARS LATER IN 4/3 BC.




THE STORY OF ESTHER'S LIFE FITS BETWEEN CHAPTERS & AND £ OF
LZRA, BETWEEN THE FIRST RETURN UNDER ZURUBABBAL AND THE
SECOND RETURN LED BY EZRA. IT PROVIDES THE ONLY BIBLICAL
PORTRAIT OF THE VAST MAJORITY OF JEWS, WHO CHOSE TO REMAIN
N PERSIA, RATHER THAN RETURN TO PALESTINE AFTER THE

[YILE. (50D°S HAND OF PROVIDENCE AND PROTECTION
ON BEHALF OF HIS PEOPLE IS EVIDENT THROUGHOUT
THE BOOK. THOUGH HIS NAME DOES NOT APPEAR ONCE

_— %‘ N
) .‘...'.v ,a - - : —
S L * l—
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Fir-REM Gap B0, Ezra 7-10 Gap BhEWEulElL
Zerubabbal QUEEI? d Ezra Nehemiah
Persia
538-515 433-473 458 444-430
Temple Fsai:n:)f People WELE
rechariah Malachi

Second Return
(2,000)

First Return

Third Return
(50,000)




THE POST-EXILIC PERIOD

THE UNSTOPPABLE STORY OF C-ODS PLAN WITH C.ODS PEOPLE
THE E\/ENTS IN THE BOOKS OF EZRA AND NEHEMIAH OCCURRED OVER N 94 YEAR SPAN FROM 538 444 BC WITH TH REE
SUCCESSIVE RETURNS FROM EXILE. ZERUBBABAL RETURNED FIRST TO REBUILD THE TEMPLE (EZRA 1-6).
EZRA RETURNED WITH A LARGE REMNANT AND LED A REVIVAL (EZRA 7-10). FINALLY, NEHEMIAH RETURNED
TO REBUILD THE WALLS (NEHEMIAH 1-7) FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER REVIVAL UNDER EZRA (NEHEMIAH 7-1 3).
THE STORY OF ESTHER OCCURRED OVER A TEN YEAR PERIOD FROM THE 3RD YEAR OF THE REIGN OF XERXES IN 483 B.C.
(ESTHER 1:3) UNTIL THE 12TH YEAR OF HIS REIGN IN 473 B.C. (ESTHER 3:7). CHRONOLOGICALLY THE EVENTS IN ESTHER
FITIN BETWEEN EZRA 6 AND 7 AFTER MANY OF THE JEWISH EXILES HAD RETURNED TO JERUSALEAM.

DURING THIS TIME PERIOD HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH PREACH MESSAGES THAT SUPPORT ZERUBABBAL IN HIS MISSION TO REBUILD
THE TEMPLE AND REESTABLISH WORSHIP. AFTER NEHEMIAH FINISHED THE MISSION TO REBUILD THE WALLS PROVIDING SECURITY
FOR THE PEOPLE IN 444 BC MMALACHI PROPHESIED REBUKING THE NATION FOR ITS RITUALISM AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE.

————— — R

EVENT DATE REFERENCE MAP

CYRUS DECREE TO RETURN 538 B.C. EZRA 1:1-4

Three Returns From Exile

FIRST RETURN UNDER ZERUBBABEL 538 B.C. EZRA 2
(49,897 RETURNEES LEAVE BABYLON FOR ISRAEL) Carchemish S0zan, 4 e Vel
TEMPLE RECONSTRUCTION STARTED 536 B.C. EZRA 3-4 " Aleppo, Harar' % Nineven Arbei
HAGGAI & ZECHARIAH PREACH 520-518 B.C. EZRA 5:1-2 JHamath Asshur® _. *Arrapkha ’L‘(S;:m
TED — — 545 B.C ZRA 5-6 foss 7 y Debistum

ESTHER IS QUEEN 479 B.C. ESTHER 1-10
SECOND S8BT RA 7-10

i S
(5,000 RETURNEES) Pl > e T usa
THIRD RETURN UNDER NEHEMIAH 444 B.C. NEHEMIAH 1-2 Zerubabbal 536 Ur
(49,942 ARRIVE TO RESIDE IN JERUSALEM) EZFI:! D 458
enemia
REBUILDING THE WALLS IN 52 DAYS 444 B.C. NEHEMIAH 3-7 444
MALACHI PREACHES 450 B.C. MALACH I

C H R O N O L O G Y¥Y

538

519 4 5 4

444

SILENCE
(400 YEARS)

CAPTIVITY

NEHEMIAH
(70 YEARS)

(WALLS)

EZRA
(REFORM)

ZERUBBABEL
' (TEMPLE)

HAGGAI
==t RIA

L ESTHER

KEN WILSON 2023




WHERE WERE THEY?

* THE CHARACTERS IN THE STORY WERE
LIVING IN THE CITY OF SUSA. ONE OF THE
THE SIY CITADELS OF THE DERSIAN EMPIRE.










_WHERE W /
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[HE ORIGINAL AUDIENCE MAY HAVE BEEN LIVING
BACK IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL, STILL UNDER THE
RULE OF THE PERSIANS OR THEY MAY HAVE STILL

DEEN LIVING IN THE PERSIAN EMPIRE




CONTENT:

LOW AND VVHAT




HOW IS ESTHER URGANIZED?
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A The sp\endor of the Persian |<|ng + Two banquets (1:1-8)
B Esther becomes Queen + Mordecai saves the king (1:9-2:20 + 2:21-23)
C Haman elevated to power (3:1-6)
D Haman's decree to destroy the Jewish people (3:7-15)
E Esther and Mordecai’s plan to reverse the decree (4:1-17)
F Esther's 1st banquet + Haman plans Mordecai’s execution (5:1-8 + 5:9-14)
PIVOT: Haman humiliated & Mordecai exalted (6:1-14)
F' Esther's 2nd banquet + Haman executed instead of Mordecai (7:1-10)
E’ Esther and Mordecai plan to reverse the decree (8:1-8)
D’ Mordecai’s counter-decree to save the Jewish people [8:9-14]
C’ Mordecai elevated to power (8:15-17)
B’ Queen Esther and Mordecai sayve the Jewish people (9:1-19)
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\WHAT IS THE MESSAGE
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THE AUTHUR RECUHDED GUD S PRESERVAT\UN UF HIS UNBEUEV\NG PEUPLE
AND THE CELEBRATION OF THAT EVENT IN THE FEAST OF PURIM
N ORDER T0 SHOW THE POST-EXILIC COVENANT COMMUNITY THAT GOD 1S

VAL T0 HIS PEOPLE ( EVEN THOSE QUTSIDE THE LAND ), NOT BECAUSE OF THEIR
CHARACTER BUT BECAUSE OF HIS COVENANT FAITHFULNESS (EVEN WHEN HE IS

WORKING BEHIND THE SCENES ), WHICH WOULD ENCOURAGE THEM TO FINISH THE
PROJECTS T T GUD HA'B'IS*WEN. Hlf SO, IN SPITE OF OPPOSITION.




(50D IS FAITHFUL AND ABLE, NO MATTER HOW POWERLESS
(ESTHER), NOMINALLY RELIGIOUS ( MORDECAT), OR

PERSECUTED ( JEWS IN GENERAL IN PERSIA)
IS INSTRUMENTS ARE, HE IS FAITHFUL T0
HIS COVENANT AND ABLE TO OVERCOME
ANY OBSTACLES
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CONVICTION:
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LRC DOES THIS HT?
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e ] CONTINUATION OF THE STORY OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS DURING HIS
DEOPLE'S FAILURE.

* A NARRATIVE THAT ACKNOWLEDGES THE REALITY OF OPPOSITION T0 GOD'S
WORK AND PLAN FOR OUR LIVES.

o AN EXAMPLE OF THE OFTEN HIDDEN WORK OF (0D IN OUR LIVES TO FURTHER
QU
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[HUS THE INDESTRUCTIBILITY OF THE JEWS, ALLUDED TO BY

LAMAN'S WIFE AND CHRONICLED IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER,
S LINKED TO ALL OF THE PROMISES MADE TO THE JEWS,
DARTICULARLY TO THE PROMISE OF BRINGING THE MESSIAH
INTO THE WORLD, WHICH ULTIMATELY LEADSTO THE +
CALLING OUT OF A PEOPLE FOR HIS NAME FROM

DOTH JEWS AND GENTILES,




ESTHER IS TREMENDOUSLY IMPORTANT FOR READERS IN EVERY
IMAGINABLE CONTEXT. -OR THOSE WHO FEEL THEMSELVES
NEMOVED FROM NARRATIVES OF GOD'S MIRACULOUS
INTERVENTIONS THAT ARE S0 DIFEERENT FROM THEIR OWN
D(PERIENCES ESTHER o o[URY DESCRIBES LIFE

“UNDER THE SUN"", COMPLETE WITH AMBIGUITIES " {
AND THE MESSINESS CREAIED BY SIN.




AND ALSO ATTESTS TO THE REVERSAL S THAT ARE PART

OF LIFE'S EXPERIENCE, PERHAPS, IN ITS OWN WAY
DREPARING FOR THE GREAT REVERSAL FROM DEATH TO
[IFE ETERNAL THROUGH THE UNLIKELY 4
MEANS OF THE CRUCIFIED MESSIAH. \




VWHAT SHOULD WE BELIEVE?
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GUD |5 FAITHRUL IN SPITE OF OUR UNFAITREULNESS.

e ULTIMATELY OD WILL DELIVER HIS PEOPLE FROM ALL THREATS AND HARM.
* [/E OPPOSITION OF THE WORLD IS TERRIFYING AND REQUIRES COURAGE AND WISDOM.
 [UE VICTORY OF GOD'S PEOPLE IS GUARANTEED.
(50D IS WORKING, EVEN WHEN WE DON'T SEET




THE AUTHOR IS BEING INTENTIONALLY VAGUE ABOUT

[50D°S PRESENCE IN ADVANCE. TIME, AND AGAIN, THE
AUTHOR SEEMS TO COME CLOSE TO MENTIONING (50D,
ONLY TO SWERVE WAY ABRUPTLY. THIS IS TRUE,

AND ALMOST EVERY CASE OF 0D 'S
DROVIDENCE IN THE BOOK.




BY DOING THIS, THE AUTHOR SEEMS TO BE AFFIRMING, ON THE ONE
IAND, THAT GOD, INDEED, IS INVOLVED WITH HIS PEPLE
(PROVIDENCE ), AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT, PERCEIVING THIS
INVOLVEMENT IS SOMETIMES DIFFICULT ( HIDDENNESS ). WHILE, THE
AUTHOR AND HIS READERS KNOW THAT GOD IS ALWAYS
PRESENT AND IN CONTROL, THE EYPERIENCES OF LIFE £
SHOW THAT THE SPECIFIC MANIFESTATIONS OF

HS PRESENCEARENOT AL-WAV ue GLEAR
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W SHOULD WE BEHAVE?
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UVE DISTINCTIVE LIVES OF CHRISTIAN WITNESS N A
HUSTILE WORLD.

e [LOURAGEOUSLY TRUST (500 NO MATTER WHERE YOU FIND
YOURSELF

CELEBRATE WHEN Gu DELIVERS YOU,
‘Qr,. /-—-\*_




NEXTOTEPS:

HUNESTLV EVALUATE YOUR LIFE TO SEE IF vou HAVE
CAPITULATED TO THE CULTURE

e | 00K CLOSELY TO SEE WHERE YOU NEED DELIVERANCE.

* [RUST ;0D TO DELIVER YOU IN KEEPING WITH ADVANCING HIS
PURPOSES.







