




PARTN   RS
i n  t h e  G o s p e l

  I  thank my God in all  my remembrance of you,    
always in ever y prayer of  mine for you all  making my prayer with joy,   

because of  your par tnership in the gospel  from the f irst  day until  now. 
Phil ippians 1:4-5



Petr Dvořák



Fellowship Bible Church



The Pentateuch 
The Foundation of the Theocracy 
(God’s Plan for His People)



The Historical Books 
The Outworking of the Theocracy 
(God’s Work With His People)



Ruth 
Faithful Living in a Hostile World



Judges Resources
THE CONCEPT OF ִHESED 

Ruth 
Lawson Younger 

THE CONCEPT OF ִhesed is important to understanding the book of Ruth since it is used to 
describe both secular and divine-human relationships. Unfortunately, it is a Hebrew word that no 
one English word can begin to convey accurately. Being expressive of relationships, the term 
connotes altogether the notions of covenantal loyalty, faithfulness, kindness, goodness, mercy, 
love, and compassion. While paired with a wide range of other Hebrew words, no single word can 
replace it in its relationship to the others, and thus none can provide an exact synonym. A 
summary of a number of major points concerning ִhesed is helpful:  

• ִHesed springs from and is based on relationship, usually some sort of prior relationship. 
Because of this, it is inherently tied to the concept of covenant (berît) and is expressive of 
the deep and abiding loyalty and commitment between the parties of that covenant.  

• While ִhesed contains an emotive quality that highlights issues of motive, it is 
fundamentally an action. ִHesed recognizes and acts to relieve an urgent essential need on 
the part of the recipient. It is not just something nice for someone to do gratuitously or 
because it expresses "special favor." When it is a specific act, the essential need it meets is 
normally "deliverance from dire straits", when it is a series of acts, it comes out as ongoing  
protection "from similar dangers."  ִHesed refers to an act performed for the benefit of a 
person in real and desperate need, in the context of a deep and enduring commitment 
between the parties concerned.  

• It is performed for a situationally weaker person by a situationally more powerful person. 
This is most clearly illustrated in God's acts of ִhesed for his people.  

• It is a voluntary act of extraordinary mercy or generosity, a "going beyond the call of duty." 
Because it is performed by a situationally more powerful person who has options, ִhesed is 
something such a person can decide not to do. No sanction can really force it. However, 
because some sort of prior relationship is clearly or assumedly 
the background for ִhesed acts, side-by-side with the option not 
to act is a clear-cut responsibility to act. 

Yahweh is the one who models ִhesed (over two-thirds of the words 
total number of occurrences are God's ִhesed to humans). Clark argues 
that it is "a characteristic of God rather than human beings; it is rooted 
in the divine nature."  It is not only the basis on which the divine-human 
relationship is established, but the means and enablement for its 
continuance. ִHesed precedes, and indeed gives rise to, the covenant 
(berît), which then provides additional assurance that God's promise will 
not fail. While the righteous may call for help based on a relationship in 
good order, there can also be appeal for help based not on any human 
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Ruth 
The Hidden hand of God



The Hidden Hand of God
Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” So she 

went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the 
harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field 
belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek.

Ruth 2:2-3



the Hebrew reads Literally, “her chance chanced”.  This is 
hyperbolic irony and is meant to draw attention to exactly the 
opposite of what is implied.  This is not mere chance, this is the 

clear, yet hidden, sovereign hand of God.  The beauty and artistry of 
the book of Ruth is on display yet again.

“It just so happened…” 
((ִ)ר מִ$#הָ)



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Very few books in the Bible emphasize the 
sovereignty of God more than the book of 
Ruth. However it does it in a hidden and 
subtle way. It kind of sneaks up on  
you in this book.

Allen P. Ross



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Danny Hays

The book of Ruth illustrates how God is at work very 
quietly and behind the scenes to provide a solution  
(a deliverer, David) to the terrible situation Israel  
has created for itself in Judges. Thus Ruth bridges  
                  the story from Judges (disaster in Israel)  
                  to 1-2 Samuel (David the hero).



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

The Theme of Ruth
“The Lord bless [Boaz]!” Naomi said  

to her daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped 
showing his kindness (חֶסֶד)  

to the living and the dead.”
Ruth 2:20



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

The Theme of Ruth
“The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied.  

“This kindness (חֶסֶד) is greater than that which 
you showed earlier: You have not run after the 

younger men, whether rich or poor.”
Ruth 3:11



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

The Theme of Ruth
Loyal Love 
 (חסֶדֶ)

This well known Hebrew word (used 246 times in the Old 
Testament) describes the loyal, covenant faithfulness of the Lord 

to those with whom He is in relationship because of His grace.   
It describes God’s faithful love to keep covenant promises.



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Hִesed is one of those Hebrew words whose meaning cannot be 
captured in one English word. This is a strong relational term that 
wraps up in itself an entire cluster of concepts, all the positive 
attributes of God—love mercy, grace, kindness, goodness, 
benevolence, loyalty, covenant faithfulness; in short, that  
quality that moves a person to act for the benefit of  
another without respect to the advantage it might  
bring to the one who expresses it.

Daniel I. Block



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

The Theme of Ruth
Loyal Love 
 (חסֶדֶ)

Selfless acts of generous kindness.



Context:  
Who, When, Where, and Why?



Who Composed Ruth? 

As with the book of Judges, The author of Ruth is 
unidentified but details seem to indicate someone 
who was close to the time period when the events 

took place.  Again Samuel is a good suggestion.



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

When did this happen? 

The events covered in Judges, and therefore in the book 
of Ruth, take place some time during a roughly 325 year 
period from the death of Joshua at the age of 110 in 1375 

B.C. to just before the reign of Saul in 1050 B.C..
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Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

When Did there Events take Place?   

Naomi, Ruth and Boaz were living during 
the chaotic time of the Judges in the midst 

of the rise of foreign oppressors 
especially the Philistines.



When Was Ruth Composed? 

Ruth was Written at some time close to the reign 
of David establishing the sovereign hand of God  

in raising up the Davidic line.  
Ruth presents a backdrop for the superiority of  

the reign of David over the reign of Saul.
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Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Where were they?  

The people were living in the land of Israel at the 
beginning of the Davidic Monarchy while David is 
likely trying to unite the Kingdom and drive out 

the foreign oppressors especially the Philistines.



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Where were they? 



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Where were they? 

70  
Miles

10  
Years



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Where were they? 

10  
Years



Why Was Ruth Written? 

Ruth was written to show God’s people that 
the Lord was instrumental in sovereignly 

bringing into existence the Davidic Monarchy 
by His mighty, but often hidden, guidance.



Why Was Ruth Written? 

the Sovereign Lord is always at work to  
bring about His plan and fulfill His promises. 

Regardless of How it may look at the time.



Content:  
How and What



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

How Is Ruth Organized? 
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Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion
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The	author	recorded	the	story	of	an	Israelite	family's	journey	to	Moab	and	back	to	Bethlehem,	the	marriage	of	a	faithful	
Moabitess	(Ruth)	and	a	loving	kinsmen-redeemer	(Boaz),	and	the	birth	of	their	son	Obed,	the	ancestor	of	David,		

in	order	to		demonstrate	the	sovereign	providence	of	Yahweh,	which	was	at	work	even	in	the	chaotic	times	of	the	Judges,	
guiding	the	history	of	the	nation	toward	a	monarchy	and	ultimately	a	theocracy	under	Christ. Ken Wilson 2023

Gleaning	in	
The	Field	of	Boaz

Ruth’s	Proposal	of	
Marriage	to	Boaz

Epilogue:	
Birth	of	David

Moab	to	
Bethlehem

3:12:23

Levirate	Marriage	&	Redemption	(ֵג$אל	-	used	23	times)	
The	provision	for	levirate	marriage	is	found	in	Deut.	25:5-10.	

The	provision	for	redemption	from	bondage	is	found	in	Lev.	25:23-25,	47-49.	
In	both	cases	the	redeemer/spouse	must	be	related	and	willing.

Hesed	(ֶחטֶד)	in	Ruth	(1:8;	2:20;	3:10)	
This	is	God’s	loyal,	covenant	love	for	His	People.	

It	is	undeserved	&	unconditional.			
It	is	help	to	the	helpless.		It	is	God’s	very	nature.	

Boaz	Redeems	
Ruth

Prologue:	
Days	of	Judges

2:3 2:4 3:18Plan Provision Proposal Fulfillment

Ruth The	Hidden	Hand	of	God
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The	author	recorded	the	story	of	an	Israelite	family's	journey	to	Moab	and	back	to	Bethlehem,	the	marriage	of	a	faithful	
Moabitess	(Ruth)	and	a	loving	kinsmen-redeemer	(Boaz),	and	the	birth	of	their	son	Obed,	the	ancestor	of	David,		

in	order	to		demonstrate	the	sovereign	providence	of	Yahweh,	which	was	at	work	even	in	the	chaotic	times	of	the	Judges,	
guiding	the	history	of	the	nation	toward	a	monarchy	and	ultimately	a	theocracy	under	Christ. Ken Wilson 2023

Gleaning	in	
The	Field	of	Boaz

Ruth’s	Proposal	of	
Marriage	to	Boaz

Epilogue:	
Birth	of	David

Moab	to	
Bethlehem

3:12:23

Levirate	Marriage	&	Redemption	(ֵג$אל	-	used	23	times)	
The	provision	for	levirate	marriage	is	found	in	Deut.	25:5-10.	

The	provision	for	redemption	from	bondage	is	found	in	Lev.	25:23-25,	47-49.	
In	both	cases	the	redeemer/spouse	must	be	related	and	willing.

Hesed	(ֶחטֶד)	in	Ruth	(1:8;	2:20;	3:10)	
This	is	God’s	loyal,	covenant	love	for	His	People.	

It	is	undeserved	&	unconditional.			
It	is	help	to	the	helpless.		It	is	God’s	very	nature.	

Boaz	Redeems	
Ruth

Prologue:	
Days	of	Judges

2:3 2:4 3:18Plan Provision Proposal Fulfillment

Ruth The	Hidden	Hand	of	God
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The People God uses
Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s 

side, a man of standing from the clan of 
Elimelek, whose name was Boaz.

Ruth 2:1



This Hebrew phase is often used of a warrior and translated “mighty 
man of valor”.  The idea is that this is a man of good standing in the 

community.  He is certainly wealthy but he is also a man of honor who 
cares for others and likely employs many in the community.  He is 

generous and has a good heart.  This is an aristocrat is the best sense 
of the word. Virtue in this sense is a person whose life is a virtuoso.

“Man of Valor, Man of Standing” 
(23ִ4ר חַיִל)



Boaz Grantham

Wealthy 
Influential 
Powerful 
Aristocrat 

Community Benefactor



The People God uses
And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do 
for you all you ask. All the people of my town 

know that you are a woman of noble character.

Ruth 2:11



This Hebrew phase is often used of an aristocratic woman and translated 
“woman of noble character”.  The idea is that this is a woman of good standing 
in the community.  She is certainly wealthy but she is also cares for others and 

likely employs many in the community.  She is generous and has a good heart.  
The word is used of Ruth (3:11) and used in Proverbs 31:10 to describe the 

epitome of wisdom. This is an aristocrat is the best sense of the word.  
Virtue in this sense is a person whose life is a virtuoso.

“Woman of Virtue, Woman of excellence” 
(א6ֵתֶ חַיִל)



Foreigner 
Kind 
Loyal 

Gracious 
Faithful

Ruth Grantham



Dowager Countess  
Naomi



Content:  
How and What



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

What is the Message? 
The author recorded the story of an Israelite family's journey to Moab 

and back to Bethlehem, the marriage of a faithful Moabitess (Ruth) and a 
loving kinsmen-redeemer (Boaz), and the birth of their son Obed, the 

ancestor of David, in order to  demonstrate the sovereign providence of 
Yahweh, which was at work even in the chaotic times of the Judges, 

guiding the history of the nation toward a monarchy  
and ultimately a theocracy under Christ.



Conviction:  
So What?



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

What Should We Believe? 
•God’s sovereign hand is behind every event working    

to accomplish His purpose. 
•God uses people of integrity and character to be           

a blessed part of His story.



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

How should we behave? 
Live as men and women  

of hesed and virtue because 
this is not your story!



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Where Does This Fit? 
A demonstration of the hand of God  

moving toward a Monarchy  
ultimately led by the Son of God.



Genesis  1:1-3

Starting  
September 25

Con"ext Con"ent Convic"ion

Next Steps:
• Think hard about what it means to see your story                

as a part of God’s bigger story rather than                       
God being a part of your story. 
• Consider how you can be more of a blessing                         

to those around you. 
• Make a commitment to live as a person of hesed and virtue.
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