
Welcome
To Fellowship



Equipping 
“Reproducing Disciples of Jesus Christ”

•Worship 
•Instruction

•Fellowship 
•Evangelism



Romans 8 
Heather Harrison
Wednesday Evenings 6:30



Belonging 
“Relationally and Functionally involved”

•Regular Attendance 
•Home Church

•Serving 
•Giving



Stewardship 
“Lifestyle”

•Hard Worker 
•Prudent manager

•Wise Investor 
•Cautious Debtor

•Joyful Giver



Tipper • Regular Giver • Generous Giver



  You must each decide in your heart how much to give. 
And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT )



 Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full
—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, 
running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you  
give will determine the amount you get back. Luke 6:38 (NLT )



Starting  
October 2



26 
Historical Book  

resources

13 
Wisdom Book  

resources



Poetic Literature 
Language and Issues  

of the Heart and Soul



The Poetic Books 
• Job • Psalms • Proverbs •  

•Ecclesiastes • Song of Solomon •



The Poetic Books 
• Psalms: A Theology of Worship, Prayer and Praise 
• Proverbs: A Theology of A Well Crafted Life (Foundation) 
• Job: A Theology of Suffering and Sovereignty (Exception) 
• Ecclesiastes: A Theology of the Search for Meaning (Challenge) 
• Song of Solomon: A Theology of Love, Passion and Marriage



Proverbs 
The Wisdom of Life



Danny Hays

As mentioned above in our introduction to the Wisdom 
Books (Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs), Proverbs 
presents the norms of life—things that are generally and 
normally true, things that one should build their character 
around. For example, Proverbs teaches that by working 
hard, one will prosper and do well. This is normally true, and 
a hard-work ethic is certainly a foundational virtue  
that will help one to live wisely. But this is not  
universally true; neither is it an unqualified  
promise from God. There are exceptions to  
this in life, as Job aptly illustrates.



Context:  
Who, When, Where, and Why?



The Wisdom of Solomon
God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a 

breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the 
seashore. Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of 
all the people of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of 
Egypt.... And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. 



The Wisdom of Solomon
 He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs 
numbered a thousand and five. .... From all nations 

people came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all 
the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.



Tremper Longman

The proverb was a popular genre in the ancient 
Near East. We find proverb collections and 
instructional literature that contains proverbs 
written in Egyptian, Sumerian, Akkadian, and 
Aramaic. Proverbs are among the earliest 
literature known, dating to the first half  
of the third millennium BC, and they  
persisted to the latest periods of  
ancient Near Eastern literature.



Who Composed the Proverbs? 
Solomon was a primary contributor to the collection of 

Proverbs.  He perhaps wrote many and certainly collected 
others from around the Ancient World.  However, two 
others named Agur and Lemuel also made contributions.



Who Collected the Proverbs? 
Solomon (1:1; 10:1) and “The Men of Hezekiah” collected many of the 

proverbs of Solomon. At some point a specific and focused 
introduction (1:1-7) was added as well as an epic heroic description 
of a women who embodied all of the qualities of wisdom was added 

to the end of the collection (31:10-31). 



Daniel J. Estes

In light of the textual evidence, it's probably best to view 
Solomon's as being involved in the inception of the book, rather 
than as the final compiler. The original sayings of Solomon, which 
may well have encompassed the majority of the extent book, likely 
were edited and supplemented, at least the time of Hezekiah.  
To claim more precision than that is to argue beyond  
what the evidence can clearly support.



When Were the Proverbs Assembled? 
Many proverbs were in existence long before the reign of 
Solomon but his collection would have likely taken place 

after he took the throne (931) and had access to a vast array 
of literature which he gathered under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. Hezekiah (25:1) directed men to collect more of 

Solomon’s proverbs during his reign (circa 727-698 BC).  
The exact date of the final form of Proverbs is unknown.



Where Were the Proverbs Assembled? 
Many proverbs existed in the Ancient world. 

Solomon collected many of them and was famous 
for his knowledge of them during the United 
Kingdom (1050-930 BC). Later the Court of 

Hezekiah gathered more of them (716-687 BC). 
The final form likely took shape close to this time. 



Why Were the Proverbs Assembled? 
The book of Proverbs provides the fundamental 

principles for living life in the creation theater.  The 
wise person will embrace this perspective and live 

consistently by it while acknowledging God’s 
sovereign rule with respect and awe, knowing that 

there may be exceptions (Job, Ecclesiastes).  



Danny Hays

So Proverbs presents the norms of life, and the other 
books (Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs) focus on the 
exceptions. All the Wisdom Books need to be taken 
together to balance one another. Proverbs without Job 
can lead to incorrect practical theology, as Job’s three 
friends illustrate. Part of becoming truly and biblically 
wise is learning how to apply the various  
proverbial teachings in the book of  
Proverbs to the differing contexts of life.



Content:  
How and What



How is Proverbs Organized? 
-Introduction                                        1:1-7 
- Title           1:1 
- Purpose       1:2-6 
- Motto        1:7 

-A Father’s Plea to Attain Wisdom         1:8-9:18 
-Collections of Proverbs                       10:1-31:31 
- Solomon’s First Collection                        10:1-22:16 
- The Sayings of the Wise                         22:17-24:34 
- Solomon’s Second Collection (by Hezekiah)     25:1-29:27 
- The Words of Agur                                30:1-33 
- The Word’s of Lemuel                             31:1-9 

-The ABC’s of Wisdom                           31:10-31



Drawing on observations from the created order, the collection of proverbs was gathered and arranged with a plea  
at the beginning (1-9) to embrace wisdom (ָחכָמְה - the skill of living well) followed by various collections of proverbs (10-31)  

so that individuals would recognize "the way life works" and would change their lives to conform to the maxims presented  
and live practical, righteous and productive lives in light of the fear of the Lord.

Prologue
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Admonitions of a Father

Principles 
Collections of the Sages

Poem
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PROVERBS                                         The Way of Wisdom                                                     2020

Proverbs 1:1-7 

1 The Proverbs (מָ#ָל) of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: 

2 To learn (יָ&ע) wisdom (ָחכָמְה) and moral instruction (ָמ/סר), 

 to discern (בִין) wise counsel (להְָבִין). 

3 To receive moral instruction (ָמ/סר) in skillful living (4כַָל), 

 with righteousness (צ6ֶק), justice (מִ#ְ:ָט), and equity (ָיָ#ר). 

4 To impart shrewdness (ָעָ;מה) to the morally naive (תִֶי:), 

 a discerning (ַעַת>) plan (ָמְזִ?ה) to the young person (ַנעָר). 

5 [Let the wise (ָחכָמְה) also hear and gain instruction (ָמ/סר), 

 and let the discerning (בִין) acquire guidance (ָֻלהCְַחD)! ] 

6 To discern (בִין) the meaning of a proverb (מָ#ָל) and  

 a parable (ָמְלִיצה),  the sayings of the wise  (ָחכָמְה)  

  and their riddles (הEחִי). 

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge (ַעַת>), 

 but fools despise wisdom and discipline (ָמ/סר).

sayings	with	comparison

"Between"	-	see	the	small	gap	between	wisdom	and	folly

skill/expertise instruction	and	discipline	to	applyknow,	come	to	know

instruction	and	discipline	to	apply prudent	choices	leading	to	success

standard fair straight

clever simple,	gullible

knowledgeable plan	with	a	purpose

skillful	person/expert instruction	and	discipline	to	apply

"Betweener" "Sailor"	-	guidance

"Between" sayings	with	comparison

sayings	needing	interpretation skillful	person/expert

sayings	that	are	hidden	or	obscure

"betweenings"	-	insights	from	sages

young,	immature

well	thought	out

skill/expertise instruction	and	discipline	to	apply

Proverbs 31:20-31 
(A Literal Translation) 

 A Valiant woman, who can find? Her worth is far beyond rubies. (10) - א

 The one who possesses her has full confidence in her and lacks no spoils. (11) - ב

 She gives him good and not evil all the days of his life. (12) - ג

 She seeks out wool and flax and produces things with happy hands. (13) - ד

 She is like a merchant ship bringing bread from a distance. (14) - ה

 She arises when it is still night and gives the prey to her household and portions to the slave girls. (15) - ו

 She sets her considered eye on a field and buys it, with the profits she plants a vineyard. (16) - ז

 She girds her loins with strength and strengthens her arms. (17) - ח

 She sees that her merchandise is of high quality, her lamp does not go out at night. (18) - ט

 She stretches her hand to the spindle and her fingers grasp the spinner. (19) - י

 She extends her arms to the poor and stretches her hands to the oppressed. (20) - כ

 Her household does not fear when the snow falls because her household wears scarlet clothes. (21) - ל

 She makes her own clothes, her clothes are made of fine linen and royal purple. (22) - מ

 The one who possesses her is known in the gate when he sits with the sages of the land. (23) - נ

 She makes fine undergarments and sells them, she supplies belts to traders. (24) - ס

 Her clothes are strength and splendor, she laughs at the future. (25) - ע

 She opens her mouth with wisdom, the law of loyal love is on her tongue. (26) - פ

 She arranges the path of her household and does not eat the bread of laziness. (27) - צ

 Her children rise up and bless her, the one who possesses her praises her. (28) - ק

 Many women have been valiant, but she is above them all. (29) - ר

 Charm deceives and beauty is empty, the woman who fears the LORD will be praised. (30) - ש

Give her the fruit of her hands, let her works praise her in the gates. (31) - ת



The idea of Hebrew poetry is not rhyming 
word sounds (although there is some sense of 

rhythm and they were sung/chanted).  The core 
idea of Hebrew Poetry is parallelism which is 
quite simply the rhyming of ideas or thoughts.

Hebrew Poetry



skill, craftsmanship—especially in 
living life, the fine-tuned application 

of knowledge, expertise

The Nature of Biblical Wisdom 
(חכָמְהָ)



•Craftsmen working on the tabernacle (Ex.31:6) 
•Mariners on a ship (Ps. 107:27) 
•Counselors giving wise advice (2 Sam. 20:22)

Wisdom as Craftsmanship 
(חכָמְהָ)



Edward M. Curtis

•Biblical Wisdom Begins with the Fear of the Lord. 
•General and Special Revelation are from God. 
•Proverbs Worldview: Cause-Effect and Complexity 
✴Proverbs Values Moral and Ethical Behavior 
✴Proverbs Values Humility 
✴Proverbs Values Discretion 
✴Proverbs Presents Two Ways: Wisdom and Folly 
✴Proverbs Prioritizes Application



An object lesson  
built on an illustration  
that provides a choice  

between wisdom and folly.

The Function of a Proverb 
(משָׁלָ)



The reverential awe of God  
that both terrifies and attracts.

The Fear of the Lord



Canyonlands national Park



The purpose of Proverbs is to lead the one 
who fears the Lord to the attainment of 
wisdom (ָחכָמְה) and discernment (בִין).

The Purpose of Proverbs



Daniel J. Estes

In sum, the purpose of Proverbs is to 
challenge the reader to attain God’s 
wisdom, which is to appropriate his 
design for life.  In specific terms, it 
endeavors to transform immature  
people into wise people.



What is the Message? 
Drawing on observations from the created order, the 

collection of proverbs was gathered and arranged with a plea  
at the beginning (1-9) to embrace wisdom (ָחכָמְה - the skill of 
living well) followed by various collections of proverbs (10-31)  
so that individuals would recognize "the way life works" and 

would change their lives to conform to the maxims presented  
and live practical, righteous and productive lives  

in light of the fear of the Lord.



Conviction:  
So What?



Where Does This Fit? 
The wisdom of proverbs illuminates  

the path to a productive life 
that leaves a legacy  

for others to admire and follow.



What Should We Believe? 
•“The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom” 

•Skillful living requires a discerning character. 

•The Way of Wisdom is the Way of Life.



How should we behave? 
• Anchored in reverence for God and His revelation in 

Scripture and Christ. 
• Living as a craftsman, creating a life that is admired 

and leaves a lasting legacy.



Next Steps:
• Commit to read one chapter of Proverbs every day. 

• Make a plan for a family discussion of Proverbs each week. 

• Read Proverbs in a different translation.



Starting  
October 2



Communion  

The Wisdom of regular Remembering


