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Advent 20

Behold: Pay attention to the tenimlityfof Christ's comin

* g .

in Scripture. . +

9)Goals

—

Behold: Prioritize Christ's cbming during the season.
* - ® .

Behold: Pursue a deeper mtzm%@v hrist through:

i ‘l@ﬁ' , -ﬁ@aﬂ d Hi

'
LR &

personal engagemen S'story.

: el —
Behold: Put "advent” into your yedar=rotnd-oocavulary.
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(Matthew 9% 1 18

s
%\



5 s

S e -
&>

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea m the
days of Herod the kmg behold, wise men from’the

east came to Jerusalem, saying, Were‘ s~the one who
has been born King of:the Jews2EOrwe h s" een hlS

star at its rising and have com

ZQ)ZI—Z



Bethlet

So Joseph also went up from the.town oﬁrNazaretTl In
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the towi, ot Dav1d because
he belonged to the houSe and line'of David, He-went there
to register with Mary, Wh() was pledged tepe magried to
him and was expecting a child. WhilCHiie; Yy ) ene there, the
time came for the baby. fo be;horiil d SHE’E a\fe’ i 0 2 3
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped _’,r 100 13 d placed
him in a manger, because there:wa 40

available for them. |
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Luke 2:4-7
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The Ottoman ta(X'f@cord and
census from 1596 mdlcates

that Bethlehem:-had a-.
population of 142

o™

Andrew Peterson




Professor Wllham F. Albmght the dean
of American archaeology ih the Holy
Land, estimates that the p()pulatlon
of Bethlehem at the timeof *+
Jesus birth to be abou ' et
people. -

William Foxwell Albright



The Christian heart and 1r ~Aindeed, long
to be able to localize-the scene of such Surpassing

importance, and hnger with fond 1 reverence over
that Cave, which 1s now covered f)y thé Church of

the Nativity.’ It may be, na, it seems»hkely that
this, to which the most venezabie:* )
tradition points, was the s?a\ edssp

of the world’s greatest events

)

Alfred Edersheim



Birth and Deatlf

But as for you, Bethleh M Ephrathah Too
little to be among the clans of Judah, from
you One will go forth for Me to be ruler In




Birth and Dea‘t" ' thlehem

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea i the
days of Herod the kmg behold, wise men from'the

east came to Jerusalem, saymg W ere‘1s.the one who
has been born king of:the Je J - ha\] 0 s" een hlS

star at its rising and have e ;p




Birth and Deat /« ‘ "’Fhlehém
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“A voice 1S heard In Ramah Weepmg and
oreat mourning, Rachael weeping for her
children and refusmg to be comiforted, , |

.

because they are no m@vr%_\ | oy, ’5&' 5
g SN @ttbew218

o Weremial-31:18)




This is Mathew S way 6\( ITHTI( “ﬁ'g"us of what
God is doing throughout prophecy with
regard to Bethlehem and the suffermg that

goes on there. For one reason Of an@ther

Bethlehem and it’s births anc deaths
are singled out because they; ¥

more significant to G()Gl?’s$




The Birth of a Natlon
and the Death of: the Oj I'i‘@ved
(Genesis 35:16820). M
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Then they moved on from BethieI™ Wi E~they= ere still some
distance from Ephrath, Rachel began- to glve birth and had

great difficulty. And as she was havmg great difficulty in
childbirth, the midwife said to her ‘Don't be afraid, for you |
have another son.” As she breathéd-her last—forX She was

dying—she named her.son Ben.—Oni (“son 0 me suffermg”)
But his father named hlm’Ben]amm “Sengoif y'rlght hand”).

l’_\

So Rachel died and was buried:0l hik WALy {8, hraschat 155‘ :
Bethlehem. Over her tomb Jacob,Setuprapil 7’“11@1 thls day '

that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb. %

| Genesis 35 16-20
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When Rachel 'saW’thaf'sﬁé ,Cpﬁi\d ng?ttgivg .
Jacob children, she became jealous of her

sister. She said to Jacob, “Give mé@children or

) ¢ ) 2 A . o I o - t e
['ll die. ’.,*"' ¥ .. ',,?v nr/,’!;,é;

e Genesis 301
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In the days when'the ju ]"(‘1 ST C thiereavas a
famine in the land.So a. man from Bethlehem In
Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went
to live for a while in.the country of Moab The®

man's name was Ehmelek his wife's name was
Naomi, and the names ot hlst OESONS Were > .
Mahlon and Kilion. They wi I© Sohus el 1tesf {01/ g8 =
Bethlehem, Judah. And: the ent to Voe oad

lived there. -

Ruth 1:1-2



Now Elimelek, Naomi's htSband,«i¢d, and
she was left with her.twc)fscﬁs They
married Moabite Women one named -
Orpah and the other Ruth After they had
lived there about ten years Both Mahlon
and Kilion also died, andiNe Q oM ﬁasvi'@ft

without her two sonsiai"‘a ‘ husk (.a d.
’ RUTN 1:3-5




y

So the two women wen OITUT T thev.came to

Bethlehem. When they. arrlved in Bethlehem the |
whole town was stirred because of them. and the

women exclaimed, “Can thls be N’aoml‘?
S . J L
So Naomi returned from Moa ACCC I pamed'by

Ruth the Moabite, her dau»g hter=in-law ,ﬁ.’l’@mg ine

Bethlehem as the barley harVeSiaiESIes _n Ring.
01:19,22

>
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Just then Boaz amv d fm Bethlehem
and greeted the har\?ester The Logd
be with you!” - . ' :
S "‘ "* : + . ‘
"The Lord bless you" _exv [ s Ve e@l‘ Z
Ruth - 2”4,,(,_




Then Naomi toc)k the( chlld/m her arms
and cared for him. The: Women hvmg

there said, “Naoimi has a son' "'And they
named him Obed. Hé Wﬁfather. of

Jesse, the father of Dﬁ\@.,-,,_\ RV 2

Rruth ]6-]7
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Applica

Bethlehem Was a place
where aking was.born' . .
In dlfflcul L_B_QQ SSSA___ m"
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Jeremian
The Death of 'a Na.tign .

and the Birth of a'Coy, ant e
(J eremiah 311.). . ' ’% L

-
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This is what the Lord say(s:

“Restrain your voice fr(),m Weepmg and.your
eyes from tears, for your Work Wolcll pER: . . .

rewarded,” declares the Lord “Theyf 1l return
from the land of the ehemy.Soil ei'?.}ls hoge for*
your descendants; declarCataEaiso: ,,‘: m

children will return to tlye t‘\\r OMAA ngm; r”” TR

ORONILoL). 1.15 5. 17
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“A voice is heard in Ramah weeping.and
ogreat mourning, Rachael weeping for her

children and refusmg to bw%rted, <

because they are no m@ﬁ&‘; N LT
\---
"N Vi tb@?@218

Oremiah-s1:18)
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“when I will make 4 new cove a,nt Wlthothe
people of Israel and with the pepple of Judah. .
It will not be like the covenant I made with their
ancestors when I took them b% ttﬂe‘ﬂhand tQ lead
them out of Egypt;becausestBeyabroke miy:

, %}4' g
covenant, though I Wasfl}hn pand teithe

declares the Lord. w A

| -Jeremiah 31:31-34




“This is the covenant I will make Wit the’peﬁple of.
Israel after that time” declares the Tord, .

“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their
hearts. I will be their God, and they will bemy people

No longer will they teach their neighbor;or say to one
another, ‘'Know the Lord becausegtiey; Wlll,all know

me, from the least of them tothesgreatest,” égfé»r.es ¥
the Lord. "For I will forgive thel JVickEdNEess anc

will remember their Sins no more

“Jeremiah 31:31-34
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Bethlehem was a‘place . *
remembered when.de a*’th was

coming and hopesvas b (z,)mg

L 4 B



Mlca

ol :.;
The Birth of a D1v1ne Rulér
In the Context of Ju

d ’é.nt o
(Mlcah 5: Zi)g ;
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And it will come about in the ast asg/'
mountain of the house. of the Lord will be estabhshed as
the chief of the mountains. It will be rﬁlsed above the

hills, And the peoples will stream fo itt Manysnatioris will

come and say, “Come and let us go up.to the mountain
of the Lord And to the houseof the 50d ﬁf Jacob That

He may teach us about-His Way And that We ‘ay ,Walk
in His paths.” For from ZlOIths. g‘;ﬁ))f@r\__ fiw‘Even

the word of the Lord from Jerusal
icah 4:1-2

- -



“Now muster yourselves N troops, /) aughtér of
troops; They have 1did siege-agaifiSi L US: With a rod

they will smite the judge 0f*[Sragel @n the cheek

“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah too little to
be among the clans of Judah, from mfh()ne 'will go * .
forth for Me to be ruler 1n ISté @;}\ e bng,s ﬁ@rt-h are -

from long ago, from the d’? cternit Vg :'1 “
=\ .j/_///p 5 ~] 2




Applica
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Bethlehem Was a place
where Mesmah Wou d b‘e bom -
and He Woulx@l . 41.11@5"53" .
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea i the

days of Herod the kmg behold, wise men from'the

east came to Jerusalem, saymg Were-1s.the one who -
has been born King of:the Je J 41 & s" cen hlS

star at 1ts rising and have e 1 2

&
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Then Herod, when he S&W-th&)t-hé,h@ﬁ@@(@iﬁ@d by the wise

men, became very angry, and he sént 's'c)ldiers’ and executed alFthe

children in Bethlehem arid in all the re__g._i_o;n/éro.und it from the age

of two years old andunder, according to the j’i’mé which he had

determined precisely from the wise men. Then what was speken
. & o . oY

by the prophet Jeremiah was tulfilled,'saying, o é

“A voice was heard in Ramah, =
weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her Chi’l‘dren,"\ .
and she did not want to be comforted; ===

because they exist no longer. 50

- Matthew 2:16-18

-



Herod thet

Herod the great, who was the King of all the land ofsrael
from 37-4 B.C. was aman a ot powerful body and by nature.

wild, passionate, harsh, drrogant, “calculating, and ruthless.
The suspicion, scheming, and cruelty 1mp11ed 1N
Matthews accounts of hls’deahng Withgtds the.V agl .
and the slaughter of the babies] m 3C 101@;’3@ /I8 /J L7
are In complete harmony Wltth (%) W0OWlsr

of his his character from other: SOUIL( ’é 4

J. Julius Scott 58



Apphe'a*ﬁ%m

Bethlehem was a place .
where Me551ah would be bern
and innocent peo S_F ;, I

martyred’fe | RATRA R

)




And when he opened the flffh(‘ | ’ eler #he altar
the souls of those wha had been slaugh ered because of

the word of God and becausé oL the tes@menyswhich they °

had, and they cried out with a loud VOICE, saymg "How
long, holy and true Lord, will you not judge and avenge our

blood from those who l1ve on the earth‘>” A@d to each one -
of them a white robe Was given, ands \us sa.l@l to them
that they should rest yet'a shoxti IMERtnti ’ﬁrﬁoer ot -
their fellow slaves and their b?" 1er > Wil W e?@ ut to be
killed as they had been were compleiCEiciSe! "

' - Revelation 6:9-11
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Bethlehern Was. a place

where Me551ah WOule be bom -
| A =
in order to (hg 1 Q:' wns« ~—r

Rl




\\
God’s'ifp'lan oﬁ\\‘redé'mptlon
has always 11 ‘volved a story

that links bir h and death
— - 1n Bethlehem.




I will reorlerLt my thmkmg abolut the placement

of my story 1n God’s st('o \%} . ;

5’}text and cost of my

T will medltate on the c
salvatlon

. i_wi'll' invite's'omeone to the Chfistrﬁas Eve
Service.



