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If Paul saw the church in 
America today, we’d be 
getting a letter.



Colossians 
The All-Sufficiency of Christ



Doug Moo

Paul's letter to the Colossians has 
had an impact on Christian theology 
and practice out of proportion  
to its size.
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Philippians Resources
COLOSSIANS: THE CITY AND THE LETTER 

(Robert W. Wall) 
The Congregation in Colosse 

The ancient city of Colosse was located in the fertile valley forged by the river Lycus in the Asian 
province of Phrygia. Centuries earlier, Colosse had served as a center for the valley's prosperous wool and 
textile industries; its place on a major trade route only enhanced its economic advantage. But by the time 
of Paul its influence had waned. Neighboring Laodicea (2:1; 4:13, 15) had replaced Colosse in economic 
and political importance, while Hierapolis (4:13), some fifteen miles away, had grown in prominence as a 
tourist town, famed for its mineral baths and as a sanctuary for members of the prominent Phrygian mystery 
cult. (Hence the name Hieropolis means "holy city" in Greek.) In all likelihood, then, this letter first 
addressed a small congregation in a rather unimpressive town. 

In fact, there is no indication from Paul's writings or from Acts (cf. Acts 19:10) that Paul ever reached 
Colosse during his evangelistic campaign in the Lycus valley. Paul's strategy was to visit only the most 
prominent urban centers of a particular region, to recruit mature colleagues, such as Epaphras (1:7-8; 
4:12-3; c.f Philem 23) and Tychicus (4:7-8), and to advance his Gentile mission to additional places and 
people. Significantly, the pivotal references to Epaphras, himself a Colossian (cf. 4:12), indicate that this 
congregation was founded through his preaching ministry (1:7-8) rather than through Paul's. Obviously the 
apostle was pleased with its results. Not only does he express confidence that the gospel Epaphras 
proclaimed conformed to his own (1:23, 28; cf. 2:6), but he also commends the Colossians for their 
faithfulness to it (1:2-6; 2:5-8) and often alludes to the radical change brought about by their growing 
confidence in God's transforming grace (1:13-14; 2:7, 13). Specifically, Paul notes that because of their vital 
faith they now have a share in Christ's destiny as heavenly Lord (1:15-20; 3:1-2) and will participate fully in 
God's final triumph over evil when Christ returns to earth (3:3-4). 

Paul’s Response to the Colossians 
Paul's letters all contain a practical theology. And his practical theology is rooted in a practical wisdom: 

he considers theology's results, or "fruit" (1:5-6, 9-10), important. In the letter to the Colossians, the apostle 
is primarily concerned to correct a Christianity whose "hollow and deceptive" sophistry has reproduced an 
untenable discipleship among the believers in Colosse. The influence of Phrygian Judaism upon certain 
Christian teachers, however peripheral, threatens to produce a faith that denies the inherent goodness of 
God's creation and the potential power of God's new creation, the church. 

In a sense, Paul is concerned with how believers define and understand the working of divine grace. 
According to Paul, the theological center of "true" religion must never be shifted from our ongoing 
participation in the life of the Risen Lord, because it is "in Christ" 
that God's grace transforms people from death to life. To shift the 
center of faith from Christ to the intellectual domain of 
philosophical speculation and ascetic piety is to understand divine 
grace in terms of "human tradition" (2:8) and "rules" (2:20-21); a 
Christless version of Christianity is self-deception. Its foolishness is 
evident in its inability to mediate God's saving grace, which comes 
only through our participation with Christ (cf. 1 Cor 1:18-25). 

Paul's worry in this regard is also that the Colossians have lost 
interest in the work of evangelism, replacing it with the legalistic 
observance of religious traditions (2:16) and moral codes that 
restrict what is handled, tasted and touched (cf. 2:21). Paul's 

COLOSSAE AND THE COLOSSIANS 
(Douglas Moo) 

In his classic commentary on the letter, J. B. Lightfoot claimed that "Colossae was the least 
important church to which any epistle of St. Paul was addressed." Colossae had not always been so 
insignificant a city. Located in the Lycus River valley of west-central Asia Minor, Colossae was 
apparently the most important city in its vicinity in the fourth and third centuries before Christ. It was 
known as being the center of a thriving textile industry, to the point that a certain kind of high-quality 
dark red wool was known as "Colossian wool." Its prominence was due especially to its location at the 
crossroads of two well-traveled highways: one that ran east and west, connecting the coastal cities of 
Ephesus (120 miles to the west) and Sardis with the interior east; and another running north and south. 
When, however, the latter road was moved west to pass through Laodicea, Colossae began to decline. 
In Paul's day it was not as large or important as the neighboring cities of Laodicea (twelve miles to the 
west) or Hierapolis (fifteen miles northwest). Both these communities also had Christian churches (see 
Col. 2:1), and Paul wrote a (now lost) letter to the Laodiceans (see Col. 4:16). An earthquake 
devastated the area sometime in the early 60s. We know that Laodicea was quickly rebuilt (as Tacitus 
suggests; and see Rev. 3:14-22, probably written in the 90s) and that Colossae eventually was rebuilt 
also, though we do not know how quickly. The city has been in ruins (which have never been 
excavated) for centuries. 

Geographically, Colossae belonged to the region of Phrygia and in Paul's day was part of the 
Roman province of Asia. Its location on an important highway at a time of considerable mobility and 
the mixing of different ethnic groups that typified the Roman Empire meant that the population of 
Colossae was very diverse. A majority were undoubtedly Gentile, but we have good reason to think 
there was also a substantial number of Jews. According to the Jewish historian Josephus, the Seleucid 
ruler Antiochus III ("the Great") had settled two thousand Jewish families in the general area in 213 
B.C. (Antiquities 12.3.4). And the Roman man of letters Cicero, in the first century B.C., refers to the 
Roman seizure of a significant amount of money contributed by Jews in the area to support the 
Jerusalem Temple (the "temple tax"; see Cicero's letter Pro Fiacco 28). The diversity of population and 
exposure to the latest ideas via travelers on its major highway meant that Colossae was a place where 
many different religious and philosophical viewpoints thrived and probably mixed together. This 
diversity helps explain the apparently syncretistic religious movement that was affecting the Colossian 
Christians and that gave rise to the letter. At the same time, as we will see below, this diversity makes 
it notoriously difficult to pin down the exact contours of this movement. 

As far as we know, Paul had never visited Colossae, and 
he certainly was not the founder of the Christian community 
there (see Col. 2:1). This honor goes to Epaphras, whom 
Paul warmly commends in the letter (1:7-8; 4:12-13). It is 
likely that Epaphras was a convert of Paul’s from the time of 
his almost three-year ministry in Ephesus on the third 
missionary journey (Acts 19). As a major commercial center, 
Ephesus was a place that people from all over the province 
would visit, and it was in this way that, through Paul's 
ministry in Ephesus, "all the Jews and Greeks who lived in 
the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord” (Acts 
19:10). Epaphras, we may surmise, was one of those who 
heard the word of the Lord from Paul and believed. He was 

Colossae
Colossae



Philippians Resources
COLOSSIANS: PAUL’S MESSAGE FOR TODAY 

(Robert W. Wall) 
As a religious Jew, Paul thinks of his faith as an ongoing story of God's covenant-saving acts. His core 

convictions retain the essential shape of the Old Testament story of God's salvation of Israel. God's story begins 
with the creation of all things and the call of a chosen people to come out of the evil world for the promised 
salvation. God's story will conclude with a final triumph over the evil powers that were responsible for creation's 
fall, and with God's full blessing of the covenant community that has remained faithful to the Lord. For Paul, the 
church must always find its present compass in the foundational truths of the biblical story, which has been retold 
and confirmed in the death and resurrection of the Lord Christ. 

The purpose of Paul's letters is to chart the present orientation of the faith community: what are the present 
results of being a congregation of believers called out of Colosse (or Seattle!) by God for salvation? As a 
Christian, Paul is convinced that the promise contained in the biblical story was fulfilled by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ (2:9-15). Given the emerging threats of facile intellectualism and legalistic asceticism 
in Colossian Christianity, Paul draws upon traditions that stress Christ's lordship over everything material and 
spiritual, external and internal (1:15-20). God's Risen Son is custodian of the created world as well as the world of 
ideas. As disciples of Christ, we must never see our life of faith in private or sectarian terms, nor should we be so 
arrogant as to suppose that God's salvation is based on the elegance of our theological formulations. If Christ 
Jesus is Lord over both the natural and the spiritual orders of human life, we his followers must engage ourselves 
in the world as agents of reconciliation. 

Paul's understanding of Christ's ultimate importance in the present dispensation of God's salvation has two 
integral parts. First, Christ is Lord over God's old and new creations; he is Lord over the entire history of God's 
salvation. His "cosmic" lordship is an expression of God's triumph over evil and death; through Christ's lordship, 
God's good intentions for the now fallen creation are currently being worked out in the history of the new 
creation, the church. And the transforming grace of God, which believers are already experiencing, will bear its 
full fruit at Christ's return. Paul's message promises the experience of conversion, of human transformation. 
Every change from bad news to good news that takes place in human relationships—from the forgiveness of sin 
(1:13-14) that reconciles us with God (1:21-22) to the empowering of a “new self” (3:10) that reconciles us with 
each other (3:11)—marks a fulfillment of God's promise to restore all things and return them to the Garden. 

Second, Paul justifies his claim that Christ is Lord over all things by appealing to the actual experience of 
God's transforming and empowering grace, which has practical effect in our daily relationships with God and 
each other. Paul repeats two phrases, "in Christ" and "with Christ," to underscore the vital importance of the 
church's ongoing relationship with Christ as the location of God's gracious action within human history. Given 
their tendency toward intellectualizing their Christian faith, this more practical emphasis is central to Paul's letter 
for the Colossians. It seems ironic to me that many commentators on this book fail to emphasize Paul's 
participatory Christology, preferring to discuss his cosmic Christology. While Paul is certainly concerned to 
establish the spatial boundaries of Christ's lordship (that is, over the entire cosmos), he is more concerned to 
press the status of the believer, who in partnership with Christ already experiences (that is, participates in) the 
various fruits of God's salvation. Thus the faith community is the "body" of Christ, who is its "Head" (1:18; 2:19); 
the church has been raised with Christ by God from sin and death (2:11-15) 
and made to live "with Christ in God" (3:3). That is, believers share in the 
totality of God's triumph in Christ! 

There is nothing mystical or abstract in Paul's Christology; he does not 
overemphasize Christ's transcendent lordship. Rather, Paul draws on the 
traditions of Christ's status as Lord over all things to express and impress 
the larger truth that the community of faith participates with its triumphant 
Lord in God's continuing triumph over sin and death. 

Paul's stress on the present fulfillment of God's promised salvation 
("realized eschatology") and his softening of the importance of Christ's 
return ("futuristic eschatology") only add to this emphasis. Because God 
has already fulfilled the promise of salvation through Christ's death, the 

WHAT COLOSSIANS MEANS FOR US TODAY 
(David Garland) 

COLOSSIANS was written to a negligible Phrygian Christian community almost two thousand 
years ago, and yet it still speaks relevantly today. It gives witness "to the finality, adequacy and all-
sufficiency of the cosmic Christ by whom and for whom all things were made, in whom they cohere, 
and with whom in God the life of the Christian and of the Church is hidden,” so that truth will never go 
out of date. 

But the situation facing the Colossians is also similar to ours today. They faced opponents who 
challenged and belittled the sufficiency of Christ and their hope. Christians today live in a secular 
society, which regularly scoffs at Christian faith. Many Christians in the West have become increasingly 
uncertain of their faith and consequently hold it uncertainly. The acids of criticism can eat away at the 
foundations of a weak and vacillating faith. There are also fewer cultural forces to keep people in the 
church. When confronted with the laughter and scorn of the modern-day scoffers, nominal church 
members may be tempted to capitulate. They will abandon their faith or trade it in for the latest craze. 
In Paul's language, they return to the darkness where the rulers of this age hold sway. 

When Christians do not understand their faith, they are likely to water down the gospel and 
accommodate it to cultural expectations. They will cut out any offending articles of faith or append 
specious ones more in accord with the fashion of the age. Paul wrote to the Colossians to help them 
grasp ever more firmly who Christ is and the rich glories of all that God has done in him. 

When Christians have little confidence in their faith, they will be overly tentative in their claims 
and easily shaken by challenges. Paul hoped to fortify the Colossians in their assurance of the hope 
they had in Christ. The letter affirms that God's creation has a divine purpose, which is brought to 
fulfillment in and through Christ. It affirms the supremacy and sufficiency of Christ as the fullness of 
God and as our Creator and Redeemer. 

When Christians do not live with a deep sense of gratitude for what God has done for them in 
Christ, they will become engulfed in anxieties and will be tempted to look for security in something 
other than Christ. Paul repeatedly urged the Colossians to be thankful for the victory already won for 
them by Christ's cross and resurrection. Salvation can be found only in Christ, and Christians do not 
need something else or something more. The cross brings redemption, the forgiveness of sin, and 
triumph over all the powers that would oppress human life. Every believer is made complete when 
placed under the complete claim of Christ, and all the 
spiritual ills of our world find their only cure in him. 

When Christians live no differently from those 
around them who do not know God or who defy God's 
commands, they bring discredit to their faith and cause 
others to think that their claims are false. The letter to the 
Colossians argues that Christians must not only be solidly 
grounded in their faith. They must also be ethically above 
reproach. Discerning, confident, grateful, and ethical 
Christians lead lives worthy of the Lord, are pleasing to 
God, and will bear spiritual fruit in a spiritually blighted 
world. Paul intends in this letter to help form this kind of 
believer.

Application

Application



The way we think about Christ and the Christian faith 
will ultimately affect how we live. In other words, 
theology affects practice in monumental ways. The 
believers in Colossae were confronted with a new 
teaching that promised a deeper experience with  
God, a new and mysterious freedom, a protection  
from evil powers, and a more intense form  
of spiritual formation.

Scott Duvall



Scott Duvall

This new teaching, however, demoted Jesus 
Christ and eventually produced spiritual 
arrogance and division in the body. Paul’s 
answer is simple: Jesus Christ is the supreme 
revelation of God, and he is sufficient  
for the deepest experience of life  
with God.



Who Composed Colossians? 
At the end of the Third  Missionary Journey, 
Paul is arrested in Jerusalem and taken to Rome 
where he is imprisoned and writes back to 
churches in Ephesus, Philippi, and Colossae. 



Who was the Original Audience? 
Paul addressed this epistle to the church at Colossae, 

a church which was one hundred miles inland from 
Ephesus, in the heart of the Lycus Valley. The apostle 
had never visited the church (1:4; 2:1). Most likely, the 

church was founded by Epaphras (cf. 1:7; 4:12-13).



• Several hundred years before Paul’s day, Colossae had been a 
leading city in Asia Minor (present-day Turkey).  

• It was located on the Lycus River and on the east-west trade route. 
• By the first century AD Colossae was a second-rate market town, 

which had been surpassed in power and importance by the 
neighboring towns of Laodicea and Hierapolis. 

• During Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus, Epaphras carried 
the gospel to Colossae (cf. 1:7 – 8; Ac 19:10). 

• Christian churches had also been established in Laodicea and 
Hierapolis. (see 4:15; Phm 2). 

Colossae



Lychus River Valley
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J.B. Lightfoot

Colossae was the least important 
church to which any epistle of 
St. Paul was addressed.



Epaphras Started the Church
“all the Jews and Greeks who lived 

in the province of Asia heard the 
word of the Lord”

Acts 19:10



First  
Journey 
(Acts 13-14) 

April 48 
September 49 

Galatians 

Jerusalem 
Council 

Second 
Journey 

(Acts 15:36-18:22) 

April 50 
September 52 

1 Thessalonians 

2 Thessalonians 

Third  
Journey 

(Acts 18:23-21:16) 

Spring 53 
May 57 

1 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

Romans 

Prison  
Epistles 
(Acts 28:30) 

Winter 60 
Spring 62 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

Philemon 

Final  
Days 

(Acts 13-14) 

Autumn 67 
Spring 68 

1 Timothy 

Titus 

2 Timothy

Life Of Paul

When and Where



Why Was Colossians written?
After writing Ephesians to be circulated to churches in Asia,  
a report is brought from Epaphras (1:7) about problems in 

Colossae. Using Ephesians as a template, Paul quickly 
addresses the issues at Colossae and sends the letters  

to Ephesus and Colossae by Tychicus. 
(More on Philemon later).



 

AD 53-56

© Ken Wilson 2024

              The Colossian 
                 “Heresy” 

1. Philosophical Character (1:19; 2:3)  

2. Human traditions (2:8) 

3. Religious laws and festivals (2:16)  

4. Following a dietary code (2:16,21) 

5. Veneration of angels (2:8,18)  

6. Asceticism (2:20) 

7. Attacks on the centrality of Christ  
(1:15-19;2:9-10) 

8. A tendency toward exclusivism   
(1:20,28, 3:11)

Colossians: The All-Sufficiency of Christ

When Epaphras reported that the healthy church at Colossae was encountering false teaching that diminished the sufficiency of Christ,  
Paul wrote to the church from prison affirming the deity and supremacy of Jesus Christ and reminding them that in Christ they have all they 

need for maturity and godliness in order to make it clear they should not be seeking after anything other than fullness in Christ. 

AD 61

Paul’s Connection with 
the Colossian Church 

1. The Colossian church was not 
started by Paul (1:4; 2:1). 

2. The church was likely started 
during Paul’s extended stay in 
Ephesus recorded in Acts 19 
during his 3rd missionary journey. 

3. It was likely started by Paul’s co-
worker Epaphras (1:7; 4:12-13) 
who was a local convert. 

4. Epaphras also worked at the 
church in the nearby cities of 
Hierapolis and Laodicea (4:13). 

5. Colossians and Philemon are 
written during Paul’s Roman 
“house arrest” along with 
Ephesians & Philippians.

Jesus is God and Nothing Less. In Him You Have All You Need. Cancel the Quest for Something More.
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What is the Message? 
When Epaphras reported that the healthy church at Colossae was 

encountering false teaching that diminished the sufficiency of Christ,  
Paul wrote to the church from prison affirming the deity and 

supremacy of Jesus Christ and reminding them that in Christ they have 
all they need for maturity and godliness in order to make it clear they 

should not be seeking after anything other than fullness in Christ. 



Dan Wallace

The letter’s theme,  
seen in the light of the rising heresy,  
is the sufficiency of Christ.



Rhetorical Criticism
Thesis: The Epistles Are Sermons to Be Read in Public

Structure: The Shape of Ancient Rhetoric 

•Exordium: Establishing Connection - Salutation                

•Narratio: Background information	 - Thanksgiving          

•Popositio: Main Idea - Theme [Main Idea]                           

•Probatio:  Proof establishing main idea	 - Body               

•Peroration: Summary and Application - Exhortation



Establishing Connection
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people
— the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for 
you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the 

true message of the gospel that has come to you.

Colossians 1:3-6



Establishing Connection
In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing 

throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing 
among you since the day you heard it and truly understood 
God’s grace. You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow 
servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf,  

and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

Colossians 1:6-8



Prayer
 For this reason,  

since the day we heard about you,  
we have not stopped praying for you.

Colossians 1:9-14



The Supremacy of Christ
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation. For in him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created through him and for him.

Colossians 1:15-16



firstborn, preeminent, priority  
(πρωτότοκος)	

The Greek word πρωτότοκος (prōtotokos) could 
mean first in order of time, such as a first born 

child, or it could mean first as preeminent in rank. 
In Col 1:15 the emphasis is on the priority of 

Jesus’ rank as over and above creation. 



The Supremacy of Christ
He is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. And he is the head of the body, the church;  
he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

Colossians 1:17-18



The Supremacy of Christ
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 

him, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 

by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Colossians 1:19-20



The Purpose of Paul’s Ministry
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 

everyone fully mature in Christ.  
To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy 

Christ so powerfully works in me.

Colossians 1:28-29



Keynote•Big idea•Main Point
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and 
built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you 

were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

Colossians 2:6-7



Warning•Danger•Pozor
See to it that no one takes you captive through 

hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 
on human tradition and the elemental spiritual 

forces of this world rather than on Christ.

Colossians 2:8



Deep Theology
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity 
lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have 

been brought to fullness. He is the head over 
every power and authority.

Colossians 2:9-10



Deep Application
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity 
lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have 

been brought to fullness. He is the head over 
every power and authority.

Colossians 2:9-10



Principles #1 & 2

Jesus Christ is God! 

IN Him You have  
all you Need!

Colossians 2:9-10



Principle #3

Cancel the Quest  
for something more!

Colossians 2:9-10



Deep Application

Colossians 2:9-10

•Cancel your quest for more rituals. 
•Cancel your quest for more knowledge. 
•Cancel your quest for more experiences. 
•Cancel your quest for more rules.



No More Rituals Needed
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 
eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival,  

a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a 
shadow of the things that were to come;  
the reality, however, is found in Christ.

Colossians 2:16-17



No More Knowledge & Experiences Needed
Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of 

angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail 
about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by 

their unspiritual mind. They have lost connection with the head,  
from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its 

ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.

Colossians 2:18-19



No More Rules Needed
 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of 

this world, why, as though you still belonged to the world, do you 
submit to its rules: “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”?  
These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to 

perish with use, are based on merely  
human commands and teachings. 

Colossians 2:20-23



No More Rules Needed
Such regulations indeed have an appearance of 

wisdom, with their self-imposed worship,  
their false humility and their harsh treatment of 

the body, but they lack any value  
in restraining sensual indulgence.

Colossians 2:20-23



Heavenly Mindset
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 
set your hearts on things above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things.

Colossians 3:1-2



The Message of Christ At Home in You
 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, with 
all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 

with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with gratefulness in your hearts to God.

Colossians 3:16



Devoted to Prayer
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that 
God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may 

speak the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been 
bound, that I may make it manifest in the way I ought to speak.

Colossians 4:2-4



Winsome and Wise
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, redeeming 

the time. Let your words always be with 
grace, seasoned with salt, so that you will 
know how you should answer each person.

Colossians 4:5-6



Where Does This Fit? 
• As a short epistle, Colossians is full of rich theology, clear application and 

personal connection.  
•We learn a lot about the “Pauline Circle” at the end of the book. 
• Colossians is a deeply theological letter that is written to a church that is 

being threatened with teaching that diminishes the supremacy and 
sufficiency of Christ.



Where Does This Fit? 
•Colossians presents perhaps Paul’s most lofty 

presentation of Christology (Doctrine of Christ). 
•Colossians also presents the clear application of a 

high Christology to daily living.



What Should We Believe? 
•Jesus Christ is God and nothing less. 
•In Him we have all we need.



How should we behave? 
•Cancel your quest for more rituals. 
•Cancel your quest for more knowledge. 
•Cancel your quest for more experiences. 
•Cancel your quest for more rules.



Next Steps
•Lock in to the Supremacy and Sufficiency of Christ. 
•Deepen your relationship with Jesus Christ. 
•Allow God’s word about His Son to be “at home” 

in your life.



Dan Wallace

Colossians was written explicitly to combat the heresy that had 
arisen in Colossae and was threatening the life of the church.  
It was occasioned, as we have argued, by news brought by 
Epaphroditus. But rather than sending Epaphroditus back, a fresh 
courier, Tychicus, was dispatched. He took along with him 
Onesimus and, after visiting Ephesus and depositing Paul’s 
circular letter there, he went straight to Colossae.



How Is Colossians Organized? 
Salutation and Greeting (1:1-2) 
Personal Connection: Paul’s 
Care for and Ministry to the 
Church  (1:3-2:5) 
•Thanksgiving and Prayer: 
Thankful for faith, hope, and 
love, and praying for pleasing 
fruit. (1:3-14)  

•Background: The Supremacy of 
Christ in the Gospel and Paul’s 
Ministry. (1:15-2:5)  

Main Idea: Life with Christ at the 
Center of Life (2:6-7) 

Doctrine of Salvation: The 
Supremacy of Christ in the Life 
of the Church (2:8-23) 
•Christ is fully God; in Him you 
have all you need. (2:8-15)  

•Christ is the reality, all else is 
shadows. (2:16-19) 

•Christ frees is from human rules 
and regulations. (2:20-23) 

Practice of Sanctification: The 
Supremacy of Christ in the Life 
of the Believer (3:1-4:6) 
•Transformation: The Old Self and 
the New Self. (3:1-14)  

•Relationships: Christian Living in 
the Home. (3:15-4:1)  

•Evangelism: Devotion to Prayer 
and Winsome Living. 4:2-6) 

Conclusion: Greetings, Exhortation, 
and Benediction  (4:7-18)



Tim Mackie

No part of human existence remains 
untouched by the loving and 
liberating rule of Jesus. 



Heavenly Mindset
Let the message about Christ,  

in all its richness, fill your lives. (NLT) 
Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the 

run of the house. (Message)
Colossians 3:16


