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              The Colossian 
                 “Heresy” 

1. Philosophical Character (1:19; 2:3)  

2. Human traditions (2:8) 

3. Religious laws and festivals (2:16)  

4. Following a dietary code (2:16,21) 

5. Veneration of angels (2:8,18)  

6. Asceticism (2:20) 

7. Attacks on the centrality of Christ  
(1:15-19;2:9-10) 

8. A tendency toward exclusivism   
(1:20,28, 3:11)

Colossians: The All-Sufficiency of Christ

When Epaphras reported that the healthy church at Colossae was encountering false teaching that diminished the sufficiency of Christ,  
Paul wrote to the church from prison affirming the deity and supremacy of Jesus Christ and reminding them that in Christ they have all they 

need for maturity and godliness in order to make it clear they should not be seeking after anything other than fullness in Christ. 

AD 61

Paul’s Connection with 
the Colossian Church 

1. The Colossian church was not 
started by Paul (1:4; 2:1). 

2. The church was likely started 
during Paul’s extended stay in 
Ephesus recorded in Acts 19 
during his 3rd missionary journey. 

3. It was likely started by Paul’s co-
worker Epaphras (1:7; 4:12-13) 
who was a local convert. 

4. Epaphras also worked at the 
church in the nearby cities of 
Hierapolis and Laodicea (4:13). 

5. Colossians and Philemon are 
written during Paul’s Roman 
“house arrest” along with 
Ephesians & Philippians.

Jesus is God and Nothing Less. In Him You Have All You Need. Cancel the Quest for Something More.
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