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Life of Christ Resources
AN OVERVIEW OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST 

(Mark Strauss) 

The Gospels do not give us precise dates for Jesus’s birth or ministry, but approximations can be made. We know Jesus 
was born in the closing years of Herod the Great’s reign (Matt. 2:1; Luke 1:5), and so sometime around 6–4 BC. (Our present 
calendar—developed in the sixth century by Dionysius Exiguus—was miscalculated by several years.) John the Baptist began 
preaching in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar (Luke 3:1), which, depending on how it is calculated, could be either AD 26 
or 29. The length of Jesus’s public ministry, which began shortly after John’s, is also uncertain. The three Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) present a linear view that could fit all of the events into a single year. Jesus begins his ministry in 
Galilee and gradually moves southward to Jerusalem, where he is crucified at Passover. John’s Gospel, however, has Jesus 
visiting Jerusalem regularly during various Jewish festivals. At least three Passovers are noted (John 2:13; 6:4; 11:55) together 
with other festivals (5:1; 7:2; 10:22). Since it was normal for a Galilean Jew to take such trips, scholars tend to view John’s 
chronology as more precise, and calculate the length of Jesus’s ministry as between two and a half and three and a half years, 
either AD 27–30 or AD 30–33. 

The Birth and Childhood of Jesus 
Two of the four Gospels, Matthew and Luke, provide accounts of Jesus’s birth (Matthew 1–2; Luke 1–2). There are many 

parallels between the two: in both an angel announces before Jesus’s birth that he will be the promised Messiah from the line 
of David; Mary is still a virgin when she becomes pregnant by the Holy Spirit; Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the hometown of 
King David (Mic. 5:2), but raised in Nazareth in Galilee. There are also important differences. Matthew’s story focuses on 
Joseph, while Luke’s on Mary. Matthew recounts the star that prompts the coming of the Magi, the attempt by Herod to kill 
Jesus, and the family’s escape to Egypt. Luke parallels the birth of Jesus with that of John the Baptist, and describes the 
census of Caesar Augustus that brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, Jesus’s birth in a lowly stable, and the visit by the 
shepherds.  

Both Matthew and Luke provide genealogies that confirm Jesus’s credentials as the Messiah (Matt. 1:1–17; Luke 3:23–38). 
Matthew, however, traces Jesus’s ancestry from Abraham to Jesus via the line of David’s son Solomon. Luke’s genealogy moves 
in the other direction, descending from Jesus through the line of Nathan, another son of David, all the way back to Adam. 
Various explanations have been proposed to explain how Jesus could have two genealogies. The traditional and simplest is 
that Matthew’s contains Joseph’s ancestors, while Luke’s are those of Mary. Others suggest that Luke records the physical 
ancestry of Joseph while Matthew gives a legal or royal genealogy, or that Jesus had two lines because of an earlier levirate 
marriage (see Deut. 25:5–10). All such suggestions remain speculative.  

Little is known about Jesus’s childhood except for one story from Luke of a Passover visit to Jerusalem when Jesus was 
twelve. Jesus here demonstrates a growing awareness that God is his Father (Luke 2:40–52). Jesus likely had a rather ordinary 
childhood as a Jewish boy growing up in a conservative Israelite household. His father was a craftsman (tekton), a worker in 
wood, stone, or metal, and Joseph’s sons followed him in this trade (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3). Jesus had four brothers—James, 
Joseph, Judas, and Simon—and at least two sisters (Mark 6:3). 

Preparation for Ministry 
All four Gospels precede Jesus’s public ministry with that of John the Baptist. John is the beginning of the gospel, the 

prophetic bridge between the old covenant and the new. John came on the scene dressed in clothing reminiscent of the 
prophet Elijah and calling for repentance in light of the imminent judgment of God. He denied he was the Messiah, pointing 
instead to Jesus, the “Lamb of God” who would take away the sins of the world (John 1:29, 36). John announced he was 
merely a messenger and herald, preparing the way for the Lord (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 3:1). He baptized with water, but the Messiah 
would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  

Two key events prepared Jesus for his messianic role. First, he submitted to John’s baptism, identifying with the repentant 
people of God. When he came out of the water, a voice from heaven declared him to be the Son of 
God (Matt. 3:13–17 and parallels). Second, the Holy Spirit led him into the wilderness, where Satan 
tempted him for forty days. By resisting Satan’s temptation to act in his own power and for his own 
good, Jesus proved he was ready to accomplish God’s plan (Matt. 4:1–11 and parallels). 

The Galilean Ministry 
When John the Baptist was arrested (and eventually executed) by Herod Antipas, Jesus launched 

his public ministry. His message was, “The time has come. . . . The kingdom of God is near. Repent 
and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15). In Jesus’s preaching, the “kingdom of God” was the 
dynamic reign of God, his rule and authority over all things. God was in the process of restoring his 
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INTRODUCTION 
  

A. THE SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE Luke 1:1-4 
B. THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST John 1:1-18 

I.  THE INTRODUCTION OF THE KING 

 A. THE ARRIVAL OF THE KING 
  1. His Ancestry Matthew 1: I -17; Luke 3: 23b-38 
  2. His Advent 
   a. The Annunciation of the Birth of John to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25 
   b. The Annunciation of the Birth of Jesus to Mary Luke 1:26-38 
   c. The Arrival of Mary in Judea Luke 1:39-45 
   d. The Anthem of Mary Luke 1:46-56 
   e. The Advent of John Luke 1:57-80 
   f. The Announcement of the Birth of Jesus to Joseph Matthew 1:18-25 
   g. The Advent of Jesus Luke 2:1-7 
   h. The Announcement to the Shepherds Luke 2:8-20 
  3. His Infancy and Childhood 
   a. His Circumcision Luke 2:21 
   b. His Presentation Luke 2:22-38 
   c. His Infancy  
    (1) In Bethlehem - The Visit of the Magi Matthew 2:1-12 
    (2) In Egypt - A New and Better Exodus Matthew 2:13- 1 8 
    (3) In Nazareth - A Warning and a Wordplay Matthew 2:19-23; Luke 2:39 
   d.  His Boyhood 
    (1) His growth - strength, wisdom, and grace Luke 2:40 
    (2) His visit to Jerusalem - “First Fruits” of Ministry Luke 2:41-50 
    (3) His development - wisdom, maturity, favor Luke 2:51-52 
 B. THE AMBASSADOR OF THE KING 
  1. The Message to John Mark 1:1; Luke 3:1-2 
  2. The Message From John Matthew 3:1-6; Mark 1:2-6; Luke 3:3-6 
  3. The Explanation by John Matthew 3:7-10; Luke 3:7-14 
  4. The Promise by John Matthew 3:11-12; Mark 1:7-8; Luke 3:15-18 
 C. THE APPROVAL OF THE KING 
  1. At His Baptism Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-1 1; Luke 3:21-23a 
  2. Through His Temptation Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 
  3. By His Herald 
   a. Testimony of John Before the Leaders John 1:19-28 

  b. Testimony of John to Christ John 1:29-34 

 This outline is adapted from J. Dwight Pentecost, The Words and Works of Jesus Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000) and  1

Harold Hoehner, Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978).
- -1 © Ken Wilson 2024
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Divisions of the New Testament

Matthew 
To the Jews 

“Jesus is King”

Gospels 
The Life of Christ 
With an Agenda

History 
The Life of the Church 
Within God’s Purpose

Epistles 
Personal messages 

To the People of God

Apocalyptic 
A dramatic view 

Of the future

Mark 
To the Romans 

“Following Jesus”

Luke 
To the Greeks 

“Jesus is Savior”

John 
To Everyone 
“Jesus is God”

Acts 
To the Greeks 

“The Church Continues 
Jesus’ Mission”

Romans

1 & 2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1 & 2 Thessalonians

1 & 2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon

Hebrews

1 & 2 Peter
1,2,3 John

Jude

James

Revelation 
God’s Ultimate 

Victory Over Satan

Pauline Epistles

General Epistles

Ken Wilson 
Fellowship Bible Church



1 Thessalonians 
Summer 51 

Dates of the New Testament Books

Acts 
“The Church Continues Jesus Mission”

Ken Wilson 
Fellowship Bible Church

7       9    13          14  15       16                18   19           21             22                 28

Jerusalem 
Council 

Autumn 49 

Paul’s First  
Missionary Journey 

April 48-September 49 

Paul’s Second  
Missionary Journey 

April 50-September 52 

Paul’s Third  
Missionary Journey 

Spring 53-May 57 

Paul’s Trials  
Journey to Rome 
May 57-Winter 62 

Paul’s First  
Imprisonment in Rome 

Winter 60-Spring 62 

Paul’s Second  
Imprisonment in Rome 

Autumn 67-Spring 68 

Paul’s Death  
Spring 68 

Paul’s Fourth  
Missionary Journey 

Spring 62-Autumn 67 

Crucifixion 
April 3, 33 AD

Stephen's Death  
April 35 

Paul’s Conversion  
summer 35 

Galatians 
Autumn 49 

1 Thessalonians 
Summer 51 

1 Corinthians 
Spring 56 

2 Corinthians 
Autumn 56 

Romans 
Winter 56/57 

Ephesians 
Autumn 60 

Colossians 
Autumn 61 

Philemon 
Autumn 61 

Philippians 
Spring 62 

1 Timothy 
Autumn 62 

Titus 
Summer 66

2 Timothy 
Autumn 67 

Destruction of 
Jerusalem 

September 2, 70 AD

James martyred  
Spring 62 

John 
85-90

1 John 
85-90

3 John 
85-90

2 John 
85-90

revelation 
96

Mark 
50? 

Matthew 
58

Luke 
60

Acts 
61

1 Peter 
68?

2 Peter 
68?

James 
45 

Hebrews 
64-68?

Jude 
66-80?

Pauline  
Epistles

General  
Epistles

Gospels
Mark 
65-68? 

John 
65-66



Chronology of the New Testament Ken Wilson 
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Author

James 
The brother of Jesus 

Paul 
After First Journey 

Mark 
Cousin of Peter 

Paul 
After Second Journey 

Paul 
After Third Journey 

Matthew 
Luke 
Luke 

Paul 
While in Prison 

Paul 
At end of His life 

Unknown 
Jude 

Peter 

John

Date

45 

49 

50? 

51 

56 
56 
56 
58 

60-61 

60 
61 
62 
61 
62 
66 
67 

? 

68? 

85-90 

96

Location

Jerusalem 
James was pastor 

Antioch 
Jerusalem  

Corinth 

Ephesus 
Corinth 

Macedonia 

Jerusalem 

Rome 

Macedonia 
Corinth 

Rome 

Ephesus 

Patmos

Book

James

Galatians 

Mark 

1 Thessalonians 
2 Thessalonians 
1 Corinthians 

Romans 
2 Corinthians 

Matthew 
Luke 
Acts 

Ephesians 
Colossians  
Philippians 
Philemon 
1 Timothy 

Titus 
2 Timothy 
Hebrews 

Jude 
1 Peter 
2 Peter 
John 

1 John 
2 John 
3 John 

Revelation



The Synoptics Gospels Ken Wilson 
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79%

42% 56%

94%



One Jesus: Two perspectives
The Synoptics 

view the Life of Jesus from 
Earth to Heaven 

Focus on jesus’ Ministry in the North 
(In galilee) 

Jesus presented as 
The Son of David and the Son of Man 

The Gospel for the Infant Church 
Jesus  Teaches the Crowds 

Jesus’ Teaching and Actions 
Highlighted 

Very Little Reflection by the Writer 
Mentions One Passover 

8% of the Synoptics in John 

The Gospel of John 
Views the Life of Jesus from 

Heaven to Earth 

Focus on jesus’ Ministry in the South 
(Travels between Galilee and Judea) 

Jesus presented as  
The Son of God 

The Gospel for the Maturing Church 
Jesus  Teaches His Followers 
Jesus’ Identity and Mission 

Highlighted 
Significant Reflection by the Writer 

Mentions Three Passovers 
92% of John is Unique



One Jesus: Four perspectives
Matthew 

Jesus 
is King 

Listen to Him 

Mark 

Jesus  
is Servant 

Follow Him 

Luke 

Jesus  
is Savior 

Proclaim Him 

John 

Jesus  
is God 

Believe in Him 





Israel in the Time of Jesus 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

Birth of Jesus                                   Winter  5/4 BC 
Jesus at the Temple                                             9BC 
Jesus Ministry Begins                                    30 AD 

Triumphal Entry           Monday -  March 30, 33 
Crucifixion                               Friday -  April 3, 33 
Resurrection                            Sunday, April 5, 33 
Ascension                                                 May 14, 33 
Day of Pentecost                                    May 24, 33









Chronology of The Life Of Jesus 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

Birth of Jesus                                    Winter  5/4 BC 
Jesus at the Temple                                            9  AD 
Jesus’ Ministry Begins                                    30  AD 

Triumphal Entry            Monday -  March 30, 33 
Crucifixion                                Friday -  April 3, 33 
Resurrection                             Sunday, April 5, 33 
Ascension                                                  May 14, 33 
Day of Pentecost                                     May 24, 33



Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension

Life Of Christ

Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates
Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD

Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD



Jesus: Ultimate Upgrade



Jesus is the Final Word
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.

Hebrews 1:1-4



Jesus is the Final Word
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he 
became as much superior to the angels as the name he 

has inherited is superior to theirs.

Hebrews 1:1-4



the Human Condition
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness 
is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 

difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Romans 3:21-23



the Divine Solution
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 

shedding of his blood-to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had 

left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-he did it to 
demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just 

and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

Romans 3:24-26



the Divine Purpose for Living
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and 
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 

the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-the righteousness  
that comes from God on the basis of faith.

Philippians 3:7-11



the Divine Purpose for Living

I want to know Christ-yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, 

attaining to the resurrection from the dead..

Philippians 3:7-11



Jesus is the Perfect Provision

 If perfection could have been attained through the 
Levitical priesthood-and indeed the law given to the people 
established that priesthood-why was there still need for 
another priest to come, one in the order of Melchizedek, 

not in the order of Aaron?

Hebrews 7:11



Perfect Covenant

Hebrews 7:22

Because of this oath,  
Jesus has become the guarantor  

of a better covenant.



Perfect Priesthood

Hebrews 7:23-25

Now there have been many of those priests, since death 
prevented them from continuing in office; but because Jesus 
lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he 
is able to save completely those who come to God through 

him, because he always lives to intercede for them.



Perfect Sacrifice

Hebrews 7:26-28

Such a high priest truly meets our need-one who is holy, 
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the 

heavens. - Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to 
offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and 

then for the sins of the people.



Perfect Sacrifice

Hebrews 7:26-28

He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 
himself. For the law appoints as high priests men in all 
their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, 
appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.



Bruce Waltke

Why would a God who wants us to do his will hide 
it from us? Why do Christians go through such 
convoluted, painful efforts to know it? His will 
needn’t be hidden or elusive; a mystery, a puzzle, an 
enigma. The answer we seek lies in our  
theology-what we believe.



Bruce Waltke

Our lives, and our character ought to be changed 
by what we believe. And when our lives are 
changed, we are transformed into his likeness. The 
concept is very simple-do you think we will be 
better able to understand his will  
when we are more like him?



Jesus is the Supreme Example

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus 
knew that the hour had come for him to leave this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

John 13:1



Supreme Love

John 13:1

Having loved his own  
who were in the world,  

he loved them to the end.



Supreme Humility

John 13:3-4

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was 

returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.



Supreme Humility

John 13:5

After that, he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him.



Supreme Humility

John 13:12-13

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his 
clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand 
what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 



Supreme Service

John 13:14-17

 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another’s 
feet. I have set you an example that you should 

do as I have done for you. 



Supreme Service

John 13:14-17

truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. Now that you know these 
things, you will be blessed if you do them.



Next Steps
•Commit to a Bible reading strategy and stick to it. 
•Accept the provision made by Jesus for our sins. 
•Follow the humble example of Jesus and serve 
____________.




