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Luke Resources
INTERPRETING JOHN  

(Darrell Bock) 

Structure 
The Fourth Gospel's account emphasizes Jesus as the one sent from God, who acts in unity with the Father. In fact, 

they work so closely together that Jesus is presented as God taking on flesh. From the declaration of the incarnation 
through a narration of seven signs and multiple interactive discourses, John highlights Jesus's uniqueness. This Gospel's 
explicit portrayal of Jesus gives it is a literary power. A working outline of John goes as follows: 

I. Prologue (1:1-18) 

II. The book of signs: Before the hour (3:1-4:13) 

A. John the Baptist's witness (1:19-34) 
B. The first disciples (1:35-51) 
C. Sign 1: Water to wine (2:1-12) 

D. The cleansing of the temple (2:13-25) 
E. What do the signs show? Jesus and Nicodemus 

(3:1-21) 
F. John the Baptist: "He must increase" (3:22-36) 
G. True worship: Jesus and the Samaritan woman 

(4:1-42) 
H. Sign 2: Healing the royal officer's son (4:43-54) 

I. Sign 3: Sabbath healing controversy (5:1-18) 

J. Sabbath defense: The does nothing on his own 
(5:19-47) 

K. Sign 4: Feeding of the five thousand (6:1-15) 

L. Sign 5: Jesus walks on water (6:16-21) 

M. Jesus: The bread of life come down from above 
(6:22-59) 

N. Reaction to the discourse: Rejection and confession 
(6: 0-71) 

O. Temple teaching: The Christ and the Spirit (7:1-52) 
P. A woman caught in adultery (7:53-8:11) 
Q. Controversy heightens: Jesus, the light of the world 

(8:12-59) 
R. Sign 6: A blind man healed—Jesus the light 

illustrated (9:1-41) 
S. Jesus the good shepherd (10:1-21) 

T. Jewish rejection at Jesus's claim of unity with the 
Father (10:22-42) 

U. Sign 7: The raising of Lazarus (11:1-54) 

V. The anointing at Bethany (11:55-12:8) 
W. The triumphal entry (12:9-19) 
X. Warning: The Son of Man will be lifted up (12:20-50) 

III. The book of glory: The farewell discourse and the 
Johannine passion—the hour has come (13:1-20:31) 

A. Jesus anoints the disciples' feet (13:1-20) 
B. Prediction of betrayal (13:21-30) 
C. The new commandment and prediction of denials 

(13:31-38) 
D. The farewell discourse for disciples: The Father, the 

Son, the Paraclete to come, the vine, and 
persecution (14:1-16:33) 

E. Jesus’ for the unity and consecration of the disciples 
(17:1-26) 

F. Jesus's arrest (18:1-12) 
G. The inquiry by Annas and Peter's denials (18:13-27) 
H. Jesus’s trial before Pilate: The crowd’s choice and his 

presentation for execution (18:28-19:16) 
I. Jesus's crucifixion and death (19:17-30) 
J. The piercing of Jesus and his burial (19:31-42) 
K. Resurrection scenes at the empty tomb (20:1-18) 
L. Subsequent appearances to the Ten and to Thomas 

(20:19-29) 
M. The purpose of the Gospel (20:30-31) 

IV. Epilogue: A miraculous catch picturing mission and a 
discussion with Peter (21:1-25)  

After a unique and fully disclosing prologue pointing to Jesus as the Word and as God (1:1-18), John's Gospel is 
basically divided into two parts: the gospel of the signs (1:19-12:50) and the gospel of glory that points to Jesus sending 
the Spirit as a result of the crucifixion and resurrection (chaps. 13-21). Although the narrative is oriented very much from 
heaven downward in how it unfolds, given the introduction, the actual story of Jesus' ministry also has elements by which 
we get to watch who Jesus is emerge for those impacted by his ministry, much as it takes place in the Synoptics. 

Themes 
John's themes focus on Christology. Unlike the Synoptics, John speaks little of the 

kingdom. Rather, eternal life is the key theme used to express what the Synoptics call 
the kingdom promise. The emphasis in “eternal life” is not merely the duration of the 
life (eternal), but also its quality (i.e., real, unending life). Thus, to know the Father and 
Jesus Christ, whom the Father sent, is eternal life (17:3). This life is available now 
(5:24-26). In the opportunity is also the prospect of judgment for those who refuse it 
(3:16-21, 36). The unity of the Father and Son is highlighted in this Gospel (5:19-30; 
10:30; 14:9). This inseparable functioning between the Father and Son formed part of 
the emphasis that led the church into discussion about the Trinity, as the Father sends 
the Spirit at Jesus's request (14:16) and in Jesus's name (14:26), and the Son sends the 

John’s Destination, Occasion, and Purpose 
(Dan Wallace) 

Purpose 

Regarding the purpose, the author states it in 20:31: “But these things have been written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that, by believing, you might have life in his name.” The 
twofold ἵνα-clause neatly delineates the purpose: that the audience embrace Christ and that they receive life 
because of this. One question remains, however: the main verb, “believe” has a textual glitch. It is either 
πιστεύσητε (aorist) or πιστεύητε (present). If the former, it might be construed (though by no means necessarily) 
to mean “come to saving faith.” If present, the idea probably would be “continue to believe.” At issue is 
whether the audience is principally believers or non-believers, whether this gospel is principally evangelistic or 
confirmatory. Although my own text-critical preference is for the present tense, not much should be made of this 
either way. Further, even if this document is seen as principally evangelistic, by analogy, would this suggest that 
the Roman congregation which Paul addresses is also principally unbelievers, on the basis of his statement in 
1:15 (as well as the content of the whole book)?! Thus, the purpose of the book is to confirm or strengthen 
Gentile believers in their faith. 

In addition to this specific statement of the purpose, how John intended to go about it is a significant 
question. Clement of Alexandria represented an ancient tradition when he wrote that “Last of all John, 
perceiving that the external facts had been set forth in the Gospels, at the insistence of his disciples and with the 
inspiration of the Spirit, composed a spiritual Gospel.” As we have suggested earlier, although the patristic 
writers can be relied upon largely for the who, they are filled with contradictory evidence when it comes to the 
why. This is a case in point. Clement is guessing—as were his predecessors—based on the radically different 
style and content of the fourth gospel. As we examine the occasion for this gospel, perhaps some of this will be 
cleared up. 

Occasion (and Method of Composition) 

As for the occasion, the catalyst for this gospel must be seen in chapter 21. The likelihood (though disputed 
by some) that this book already tidily ends with 20:31, only to be resumed again in chapter 21, should be a 
major signal: John had finished the work, but felt compelled to add a final chapter before publication. We 
believe that the gospel went through at least three stages of composition: primitive diary which John made while 
with Jesus; a virtually finished version which lacked the prologue (1:1-18) and the epilogue (ch. 21) as well as, 
perhaps, other incidental comments; and the final edition, in which chapter 21 was appended. This major seam 
indicates the urgency with which this gospel was manufactured in its present form. Chapter 21 is occupied with 
one principal concern: the death of Peter. 

Without elaborating in too great a detail, our hypothesis is that 
after the death of Paul (summer of 64), the remaining apostles felt it 
necessary to communicate to Paul’s churches in order to make sure 
that they knew how they felt about Paul’s gospel. Peter wrote one 
letter, then another. John was putting on the finishing touches of his 
gospel for Paul’s churches (since the churches of Asia Minor had none 
and since Paul did not know Christ according to the flesh) when Peter 
was arrested. John had intended merely to end the gospel at chapter 
20, as seems obvious. What made him add the final chapter? We 
believe that 2 Peter 1:15 gives the clue: “Now I am eager that each of 
you have a memorial of these things after my departure.” This cryptic 
verse has been interpreted in many ways, but whatever it refers to it is 
fairly clear that some sort of posthumous document written by other 

THE TRUTH AND SIGNIFICANCE OF JOHN’S GOSPEL  1

(W. Hall Harris) 

WHAT CENTRAL TRUTH WAS JOHN SEEKING TO COMMUNICATE? 
The Gospel of John was written to communicate who Jesus is, specifically as reflected in the 

purpose statement (John 20:31). John's Gospel witnesses to unbelievers and invites them to 
become followers ofJesus, and it strengthens the faith of believers by deepening and expanding 
their understanding of Jesus. The central truth as far as the Fourth Gospel is concerned is that (a) 
the pre-incarnate Logos was fully God, was present with God in eternity past, and was the active 
agent of creation (1:1-3), and (b) the Logos became incarnate, fully human, as Jesus of Nazareth 
(1:14).  

The Prologue (John 1:1-18) thus plays a key role in communicating this central truth, because 
it reveals clearly to the reader who Jesus really is, and by doing so, places the reader of the 
Fourth Gospel in a position superior to any of the characters appearing in the rest of the 
narrative. The reader, having been given "inside information" about Jesus as a result of the 
Prologue, is thus in a position to pass moral judgment on all the characters in the narrative which 
follows, along with their decisions for or against Jesus. As a subtle rhetorical device, this pushes 
the reader to side with the author of the Gospel of John concerning who Jesus is, lending 
credence to the narrator as a reliable source of information about Jesus's identity. This is part of 
the evangelistic strategy of John's Gospel. 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JOHN'S GOSPEL FOR TODAY? 
People today still need to hear the testimony contained in the Gospel of John about who 

Jesus is, just as much as John's original audience in the first century did. Obviously the same 
could be said for the Synoptic Gospels. John's Gospel, however, still strikes most readers as 
somehow more accessible than the Synoptics. In part this may be due to the simplicity of 
language, and in part to Jesus's long discourses, which sound more like stories and less like the 
short, proverbial statements a Rabbi might make to his, 
disciples. John's Gospel presents us with a Jesus who is 
fully God (John 1:1-3) but who has become fully human 
(John 1:14) and who is, as a result, all the more 
approachable.  

In his earthly life lived in humility, human weakness, and 
vulnerability, Jesus prepares us for the ultimate self 
sacrificial love which takes him to the cross and which draws 
all people to himself (John 12:32). This is the very definition 
of what love is: "We have come to know love by this: that 
Jesus laid down his life for us; thus we ought to lay down 
our lives for our fellow Christians" (1 John 3:16, NET).

An excellent full length commentary on the Gospel of John by Dr. Hall Harris, Professor of New Testament at Dallas 1

Theological Seminary, is available online at www.bible.org.
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Luke Resources
Major Differences Between John and the Synoptic Gospels 

(W. Hall Harris) 

Introduction: The Relationship of John's Gospel to the Synoptics. 
Two basic positions on the relationship of John’s Gospel to the Synoptics are possible: 
1. If John knew of the synoptics, then he wrote to supplement them. (To say John knew of one or more of the synoptics 

is not to say, however, that he wrote his gospel with copies of Matthew, Mark, and/or Luke in front of him. John may 
have been aware of the existence of other written accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry without actually having seen 
them.) 

2. If John’s Gospel is totally independent from the synoptics, he had enough material to choose from that much of it 
does not overlap with the synoptics (cf. Jn 20:30 and 21:25). This point is strengthened considerably if one accepts 
the Fourth Gospel’s claim to reflect eyewitness testimony about the life and ministry of Jesus (John 21:23-24). 

Major Differences Between John and the Synoptic Gospels 
1. Omission by John of material found in the synoptics. John’s Gospel omits a large amount of material found in the 

synoptic Gospels, including some surprisingly important episodes: the temptation of Jesus, Jesus’ transfiguration, 
and the institution of the Lord’s supper are not mentioned by John. John mentions no examples of Jesus casting out 
demons. The Sermon on the Mount and the Lord’s prayer are not found in the Fourth Gospel. There are no narrative 
parables in John’s Gospel (most scholars do not regard John 15:1-8 [“the Vine and the Branches”] as a parable in the 
strict sense). 

2. Inclusion by John of material not found in the synoptics. John also includes a considerable amount of material not 
found in the synoptics. All the material in John 2—4, Jesus’ early Galilean ministry, is not found in the synoptics. Prior 
visits of Jesus to Jerusalem before the passion week are mentioned in John but not found in the synoptics. The 
seventh sign-miracle, the resurrection of Lazarus (John 11) is not mentioned in the synoptics. The extended Farewell 
Discourse (John 13—17) is not found in the synoptic Gospels. 

3. Different length of Jesus’ public ministry. According to John, Jesus’ public ministry extended over a period of at 
least three and possibly four years. During this time Jesus goes several times from Galilee to Jerusalem. The 
synoptics appear to describe only one journey of Jesus to Jerusalem (the final one), with most of Jesus’ ministry 
taking place within one year. 

4. 'High' Christology as opposed to the synoptics.  The Prologue to John’s Gospel (1:1-18) presents Jesus as the 
“λογος” [word] become flesh (1:14). John begins his Gospel with an affirmation of Jesus’ preexistence and full deity, 
which climaxes in John 20:28 with Thomas’ confession “My Lord and my God!” The non-predicated έγω είμι [I am] 
sayings in the Fourth Gospel as allusions to Exod 3:14 also point to Jesus’ deity (John 8:24, 28, 58). Compare Mark 
who begins his Gospel with Jesus’ baptism and Matthew and Luke who begin theirs with Jesus’ birth. John begins 
with eternity past (“In the beginning the Word already was...”). 

5. Literary Point of View: John versus the synoptics.  The synoptics are written from a third person point of view, 
describing the events as if the authors had personally observed all of them and were reporting what they saw at the 
time. Thus they are basically descriptive in their approach. John’s Gospel, on the other hand, although also written 
from a third person point of view, is more reflective, clearly later than the 
events he describes. The author of the Fourth Gospel very carefully 
separates himself from the events he describes. However clear it is that 
he was an eyewitness of the life of Jesus, it is no less clear that he looks 
back upon it from a temporal distance. While we see the events through 
his eyes, we are carefully guided to see the events of Jesus’ life not as 
John saw them when they happened but as he now sees them. We 
understand more of the significance of the events described from the 
position the writer now holds than an eyewitness could have understood 
at the time the events took place. In this sense John’s Gospel is much 
more reflective. 

EVERYTHING IN THE BIBLE ISN’T ABOUT JESUS   1

(Michael S. Heiser) 

If you’ve been a Christian for very long or raised in a Christian church, chances are that 
you've heard that the Bible is really about Jesus. That cliché has some truth to it, but it's 
misleading. 

The truth is that there's a lot in the Bible that isn't about Jesus. Procedures for 
diagnosing and treating leprosy (Lev. 13:1-14:57) aren't about Jesus. Laws forbidding 
people who've had sex or lost blood (Lev. 15) from entering sacred space aren't about 
Jesus. The spiritual, social, and moral corruption in the days of the Judges (Judg, 17-21) 
wasn't put in the Bible to tell us about Jesus. The Tower of Babel incident (Gen, 11:1-9) 
doesn't point us to Jesus. When Ezra commanded Jews who'd returned from exile to 
divorce the gentile women they'd married (Ezra 9-10), he wasn't foreshadowing anything 
about Jesus. 

The point is straightforward: No Israelite would have thought of a messianic deliverer 
when reading these or many other passages. And no New Testament writer alludes to 
them to explain who Jesus was or what he said. 

So why is this idea so prevalent? 
In my experience, the prevailing motivation seems to be offered to encourage people 

to read their Bibles. That's a good incentive. But it may also serve as an excuse to avoid 
the hard work of figuring out what's really going on in many passages. People are taught 
to extrapolate what they read to some point of connection with the life and ministry of 
Jesus—no matter how foreign to Jesus the passage appears. Imagination isn't a good 
method for interpreting the Bible. (Emphasis added) Not only does it lack boundaries 
that prevent flawed interpretations, and even heresies, but it makes Scripture serve our 
ability to be clever. 

Recognizing the inaccuracy of this assumption is important for a few simple but 
important reasons. First, if we filter passages that aren't about Jesus through something 
Jesus did and said, we can't hope to understand what those passages are actually about 
and why God had them in the Bible in the first 
place. Second, the assumption can lead to 
minimizing or ignoring passages in which we 
can't clearly see Jesus. When Jesus isn't "clear" 
in a given passage, and we've been taught that 
it's somehow about him, it's easy to just give up 
and let pastors and others tell us what they 
"see." Every passage in the Bible is there for a 
reason. If we want to understand Scripture, we 
need to let it be what it is and discover its true 
context.

 This is taken from a book I highly recommend, Brief Insights on Mastering the Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2018), pp.37-38.1
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Chronology of The Life Of Jesus 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

Birth of Jesus                                    Winter  5/4 BC 
Jesus at the Temple                                            8  AD 
Jesus’ Ministry Begins                                    30  AD 

Triumphal Entry            Monday -  March 30, 33 
Crucifixion                                Friday -  April 3, 33 
Resurrection                             Sunday, April 5, 33 
Ascension                                                  May 14, 33 
Day of Pentecost                                     May 24, 33



Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension

Life Of Christ

Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates
Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD

Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD



John 
Jesus is the Son of God-Believe and Have Life



Gospel 

•Jesus Came 

•Jesus is God 

•Believe and 
Experience Life  

Epistles 

•Jesus is Here 

•Jesus is Truth 

• Walk in Love 
and Light 

Revelation 

•Jesus is Coming 

•Jesus is Judge 

•Be prepared for 
His return

The Johannine Writings



• Emphasis on Jesus' identity as the Son who reveals the Father. 
• Simple vocabulary but deep theological significance. 
• Key thematic terms: life, believe, abide, light.  
• Strong [black and white] perspective: people are either "of God" or "of the world."  
• Miracles identified as "signs" revealing Jesus' identity.  
• Spiritual symbols and metaphors: water, light, bread, shepherd, gate.  
• Jesus’ “I am" statements. 
• The motif of misunderstanding; people misconstrue Jesus' words.

Characteristics of John’s Gospel

Mark Strauss



• Irony, especially concerning misperceptions of Jesus.  
• Personal interviews (Nicodemus; the Samaritan woman).  
• Dialogues and debates between Jesus and the religious leaders.  
• Chronology based on Jewish festivals, especially Passover.  
• The "disciple whom Jesus loved," a key but enigmatic character.  
• Clear statement of purpose: a call to faith in Jesus, the Son of God.  
• Teachings concerning the Holy Spirit as counselor or advocate (paraclete)                                

who will mediate Jesus' presence.

Mark Strauss

Characteristics of John’s Gospel



Scott Duvall

The vocabulary of John is not technical. The language is plain, but 
the meaning is profound. The church father Augustine is often 
quoted as saying, “The Gospel of John is deep enough for an 
elephant to swim and shallow enough for a child not to drown.” 
We give a copy of John to children and new converts,  
yet scholars continue to wrestle with its theological  
message. John is a unique and refreshing companion to  
the Synoptics. Enjoy!



Heather Harrison

The gospel of John. Gosh I love it so much. It’s a beautiful and profound 
gospel in so many ways. I can't get over how he doesn’t refer to himself 
by name but by the label "the one Jesus loves." How audacious.  
I mean it's one thing to believe in Jesus and even believe He is loving, but 
to be convinced of His love for you. and to have the audacity to not just 
wear the label, but be identified by that label instead of your name. 
that's next level. almost like belief mixed with courage  
mixed with whimsical humility.



Heather Harrison

I want to be convinced of His love like that, to be willing 
to have His love identify me more than my own 
name...Heather, the one Jesus loves. I want to have that 
kind of audacity and assurance of His love.  



Who Composed John? 
John identifies himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved" (21:7). He was also the 
disciple who sat beside Jesus in the upper room at the institution of the Lord's Supper. 
He is the disciple to whom Peter motioned (13:23-24). This means that he was one of the 
Twelve, since only they were present in the upper room (Mark 14:17; Luke 22:14). He was 
one of the seven disciples mentioned in 21:2 to whom Jesus appeared by the Sea of 
Galilee.. The "disciple whom Jesus loved" was also one of the inner circle of three 
disciples, namely, Peter, James, and John (Mark 5:37-38; 9:2-3; 14:33; John 20:2-10) 



Who Composed John? 
Significantly John, the disciple whom Jesus loved,  

is tasked with caring for Mary, the mother of Jesus at the 
cross (20:25-27). This also means that John seems to have 

been the only disciple who remained with Jesus  
for the duration of His crucifixion. 



Who was John’s Original Audience? 
John’s explanation of Jewish customs, translation of Jewish names, and 

his locating Jewish sites suggests that he was writing for Gentile 
readers who lived primarily outside Judea and Galilee. it seems best to 

conclude that the original readers were primarily Gentile Christians and 
Gentile unbelievers. John's readers were primarily second-generation 

Christians he was familiar with and to whom he seemed pastoral.



When was John Written? 

The most common viewpoint is that John wrote very late at 
the end of the first century perhaps around 90-95 AD.  

Others believe that he wrote before the destruction of the 
Temple  which took place in 70 AD placing it in the mid 60s.



When was John Written? 

It seems clear that the original draft of the gospel ends with 
chapter 20.  Something happened (perhaps the death or Peter, and 

even Paul) which may have prompted John to add an appendix which 
we have as chapter 21. If this reconstruction is accurate then the 
date would more likely have been in the 60s rather than the 90s.



Dan Wallace

In short, John wanted to give Paul’s 
churches the gospel because Paul died. He 
wrote the last chapter in haste, and as the 
final catalyst to his efforts,  
because Peter died.



Where were He and the Readers? 

John, more than any other gospel, seems to have a broader set of 
readers in mind when he writes.  Perhaps his original audience 

lived in the Roman province of Asia. John lived in Ephesus during 
the latter part of his life and he and his audience may be there.



Why his John written?
John is explicitly clear that he is writing so that people will believe Jesus 

is the messiah, the Son of God and have eternal life (20:31).   
However clear it is that this is an evangelistic purpose (John uses the verb  
“believe”  98 times), it is also clear that John understands believers  

are reading the book and he is therefore giving them  
assurance about their own faith in Jesus.



Dan Wallace

Clearly this gospel presents Jesus as the Son of God. But it 
does more than that. It also expects a response from the 
audience-a response of belief (πιστεύω occurs 98 times). 
In sum, John presents Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is to be believed in order that one might  
right now pass from death to life.



How Is John Organized? 
• Prologue: The “word” become flesh (1:1-18) 

• Public Ministry (in and around Galilee):  
- Signs, Seekers, and Salvation (1:19-12:50) 

• Private Ministry (in the Upper Room):  
- Preparation, Promises, and Provision (13:1-17:26) 

• Redemptive Ministry (on the Cross):  
- The Passion of Christ from Gall to Glory (18:1-20:31) 

• Epilogue: Reunion, Reassurances, Recommission (21:1-25)



Johannine Literature

© Ken Wilson 2024

John Jesus is the Son of God-Believe and Have Life

John 
1. Both John and his brother, James, were 

Galilean fishermen, working for their father, 
Zebedee, who was prosperous enough to 
have hired hands (Mk 1:19-20). 

2. The two brothers were fiery and 
impetuous and nicknamed “sons of 
thunder” by Jesus (Mk 3:17). Among the 
inner circle with Peter they were close to 
Jesus (Mk. 5:37; Lk. 8:51; Mt. 17:1). 

3. John was very close to Jesus as seen in his 
leaning on Christ at the Last Supper (Jn. 
13:23), being at the cross and entrusted 
with the care of Mary (Jn. 19:26-27). He 
was at the tomb and the first to believe in 
the resurrection (20:1-10), and was the 
first to recognize Jesus after the 
resurrection in Galilee (Jn. 21:1-7). 

4. He identifies himself as “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved” (21:20, cf. 13:23; 
19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 24).

Seven “I am” Statements 
1. “I am the Bread of Life”   6:35 
2. “I am the Light of the World”     8:12 
3. “I am the Gate for the Sheep”   10:7,9 
4. “I am the Good Shepherd”  10:11,14 
5. “I am the Resurrection and Life” 11:25 
6. “I am the Way, Truth & Life”  14:6 
7. “I am the True Vine”   15:1,5 

Seven “Signs” 
1.  Turning Water into Wine    2:1-11 
2. Healing Official’s Son   4:46-54 
3. Healing an Invalid    5:1-18 
4. Feeding 5000 6:5-14 
5. Walking on Water   6:16-21 
6. Healing Blind Man    9:1-7 
7. Raising Lazarus from the Dead   11:1-45

John, writing to churches in Asia (perhaps shortly after the death of Paul, and even more recently the death of Peter), carefully selected 
events in the Life of Christ which served as signs of His deity and arranged Jesus’ teaching of His disciples in order to demonstrate that 

Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God, and to invite people to believe in Him and have life in His name.
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The Light shines in darkness. Darkness has not overcome it.
The Gospel of John 

•Jesus Came 
•Jesus is God

The Epistles of John 
•Jesus is Here 
•Jesus is Truth

The Revelation of John 
•Jesus is Coming 
•Jesus is Judge

Public Ministry 
(In and Around Galilee)

Private Ministry 
(In the Upper Room)

Redemptive Ministry 
(On the Cross)

Pre-Ministry
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What is the Message? 
John, writing to churches in Asia (perhaps shortly after the death 

of Paul, and even more recently the death of Peter), carefully 
selected events in the Life of Christ which served as signs of His 
deity and arranged Jesus’ teaching of His disciples in order to 
demonstrate that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and to invite people to believe in Him and have life in His name.



The Fully Human Jesus 
From Nazareth is the Messianic 

King of Israel and teacher of 
the Law and the Son of God 

who will die for the sins of the 
world and bring eternal Life to 

all who believe.



Intentional and Purposeful 
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  
But these are written that you may believe that  

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,  
and that by believing you may have life in his name.

John 20:30-31



John: Evangelist and Pastor

John 20:30-31

History -    “in the presence of His Disciples” 
Scope -       “These Things” 
Theology -  “Written” 
Belief -       “jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God” 
Result -      “Life in His name”



The Prologue 
A - The Identity and Mission of the Word (1:1-5) 

   B - The Testimony of John the Baptist to the Word (1:6-8) 

     C - The Incarnation of the Word (1:9-10a) 

       D - Response to the Word (1:10b-12) 

     C - The Incarnation of the Word (1:14) 

   B - The Testimony of John the Baptist to the Word (1:15) 

A - The Identity and Mission of the Word (1:16-18)



Seven Titles for Jesus

John 1:19-51



The Gospel in a Nutshell
For God so loved the world that  
He gave his only begotten Son,  

so that whosoever who believes in him  
will not perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:16



The Princess Bride (Again)



The Gospel in a Nutshell
For God so loved the world that  
He gave his only begotten Son,  

so that whosoever who believes in him  
will not perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:16



Edward Klink III

The term translated "in this way" (ούτως) is more often taken 
as an adverb of degree, which serves as a "marker of a relatively 
high degree": "God so loved the world" or "God loved the world 
so much”. But although ούτως can indicate high degree when 
individually modifying adjectives, adverbs, and adverbial phrases, 
when it occurs in combination with ώςτε it serves  
rather to refer retrospectively and is best  
translated "in this way.”



Extent or Manner and More
For this is the way (οὕτως) God loved the world:  

He gave his uniquely one-of-a-kind (μονογενῆ) Son,  
so that (ὥστε) everyone who believes (πιστεύων) in him  

will not perish but have an eternal quality of life (ζωὴν αἰώνιον).

John 3:16



Eternal Life = Quality of Life
Now this is eternal life (ζωὴν αἰώνιον):  

that they may know you, the only true God,  
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

John 17:3



1. Turning Water into 
Wine    2:1-11 

2. Healing Official’s 
Son   4:46-54 

3. Healing an Invalid   
 5:1-18 

4. Feeding 5000 6:5-14 

5. Walking on Water   
6:16-21 

6. Healing Blind Man   
 9:1-7 

7. Raising Lazarus 
from the Dead   
11:1-45

Seven “Signs”



1. “I am the Bread of Life”  
 6:35 

2. “I am the Light of the 
World”     8:12 

3. “I am the Gate for the 
Sheep”   10:7,9 

4. “I am the Good 
Shepherd”  10:11,14 

5. “I am the Resurrection 
and Life” 11:25 

6. “I am the Way, Truth & 
Life”  14:6 

7. “I am the True Vine”   
15:1,5 

✦ Scattered Statements 
(4:26; 6:20; 8:24; 8:28; 
8:58; 13:19; 18:5)

Seven “I am” Statements



The Upper Room Discourse 
✦Jesus’ example of service - washing the disciples feet (13) 

✦Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure - promise of the Holy Spirit (14) 

✦Jesus Admonition to Abide in Christ - Close connection for life (15) 

✦Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure - promise of the Holy Spirit (16) 

✦Jesus’ example of service - praying for his disciples (17)



Where Does This Fit? 
• John’s Gospel approaches the life of Jesus totally different than the 

Synoptics.  92% of the material in John is unique to John. 
• John starts his gospel with a clear declaration of the deity of Christ which 

parallels the opening chapter of Genesis. 
• John clearly states his purpose to demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, so that people would believe and find life. 
• John likes to present Jesus in dialog with others.



What Should We Believe? 
• Jesus is the Messiah/Christ-the long awaited Savior promised in the 

Old Testament. 

• Only by having faith in Jesus, receiving his provision of salvation, 
can a person find eternal life.



How should we behave? 
• Accept the provision of salvation through Jesus.  

• Abide in Christ empowered by the Holy Spirit in spite of opposition. 

•Share the message of eternal life through Jesus the Messiah with others.



Next Steps
•Believe that Jesus is the anointed provision of God for salvation.  

As the Son of God only He can provide eternal life. 
•Abide in Jesus, staying closely connected to Him as the source of 

your very life. 
•Rely on the Holy Spirit to guide you and sustain your through 

tough times.


