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Luke Resources
INTERPRETING LUKE  

(Darrell Bock) 

Structure 
The third Gospel is the longest of the four Gospels. It has a mix of teaching, miracle, and parable. Luke gives us 

more parables than any other Gospel. Fully half of the material in Luke is unique to his Gospel. Where Matthew presents 
teaching in discourse blocks, Luke scatters teaching throughout his Gospel, usually in smaller units. Many key discourses 
in Luke happen in meal scenes (7:36-50; 11:37-52; 14:1-24; 22:1-38; 24:36-49), which recall Greek symposia where a 
respected teacher presents wisdom. A working outline of Luke shows his concern for geography in the progression of the 
Jesus account: 

I. Introduction of John the Baptist and Jesus (1:1-2:52) .A 
A. Preface: Luke builds on precedent (1:1-4) 
B. Infancy narrative: Forerunner and fulfillment (1:5-2:40) 
C. Jesus's revelation of his self-understanding (2:41-52) 

IV. I. Preparation for ministry: Jesus anointed as messianic son-servant (3:1-4:13) 
A. John the Baptist: One who goes before (3:1-20) 
B. Jesus: One who comes after (3:21-4:13) 

III. Galilean ministry: The revelation and teaching of Jesus (4:149:50)  
A. Overview of Jesus's ministry (4:14-44) 
B. Gathering of disciples (5:1-6:16) 
C. Jesus's call to love (6:17-49) 
D. Calls to faith and christological questions (7:1-8:3) 
E. Faith and christological revelation (8:49:17) 
F. Christological confession and instruction on discipleship (9:18-50)  

IV. Jerusalem journey: Jewish rejection and the new way of true discipleship with God (9:51-19:44) 
A. Blessing of decision: Privilege, mission, and commitment (9:51-10:24)  
B. Discipleship: On one's neighbor, Jesus, and the Father (10:25-11:13) . 
C. Controversies, corrections, and calls to trust (11:14-54) 
D. Discipleship: Trusting God (12:1-48) 
E. Knowing the nature of the time: Israel rejects, but blessing still offered (12:49-14:24) 
F. Discipleship in the face of rejection (14:25-35) 
G. Pursuit of sinners: Heavenly examples (15:1-32) 
H. Generosity: Handling money and possessions (16:1-31)  
I. False teaching, forgiveness, and service (17:1-10) 
J. Faithfulness in looking to the king, the kingdom, and the kingdom's consummation (17:11-18:8) 
K. Humbly entrusting all to the Father (18:9-30) 
L. Turning to Jerusalem: Messianic power and warnings (18:31-19:44) 

V. Jerusalem: The innocent slain and raised in preparation for disciple empowerment (19:45-24:53) 
A. Controversy in Jerusalem (19:45-21:4) 
B. Jerusalem's destruction and the end (21:5-38) 
C. Betrayal and farewell (22:1-38) 
D. Trials and death of Jesus (22:39-23:56) 
E. Resurrection and ascension of Jesus (24:1-53) 

Luke's Gospel proceeds from Galilee to Jerusalem. This fits the geographic progression of Luke-Acts as the story 
goes from Jerusalem to Galilee and then on a journey back to Jerusalem in the Gospel, then to Samaria and the ends of 
the earth, pictured by Rome as its center, in the book of Acts. In Luke's two volumes 
the center of activity for the gospel message of God moves out from Jerusalem to the 
center of the larger world in Rome. 

The first half of the Gospel is structured much like Mark. The distinctive section of 
this Gospel is the journey of divine destiny that Jesus takes as he draws near to 
Jerusalem to face his approaching death in Luke 9-19. This key section juxtaposes two 
central themes: the rejection of Jesus by the leadership and the preparation of 
disciples for ministry without Jesus. The section shows that Jesus's teaching was aimed 
for the period after his death. A new era is dawning that needs a new perspective on 
how to live as God's people. As in Mark and Matthew, the disciples must learn that 
Jesus suffers as the Messiah, but in Luke the scope of discipleship in relationships and 

Luke’s Destination, Occasion, and Purpose 
(Dan Wallace) 

Destination 
The gospel is addressed to one Theophilus. He is called “most excellent” (κράτιστε), a term usually 

indicating some sort of government official, or at least high social rank.  It is possible to view the name as 1

symbolic (“lover of God,” or “loved by God”), as if the real addressee needed to be incognito for some reason. 
But since this name was well attested up to three centuries before Luke wrote, it may well have been his real 
name. If Theophilus was a Roman official, then he certainly was a Gentile, and the contents of this gospel, as well 
as the Acts, bear eloquent testimony of a Gentile readership.  As we shall see in our discussion of the purpose of 2

Acts, Theophilus was not only a Roman official (in all likelihood), but also was in Rome. 

Although Luke-Acts is addressed to Theophilus, something must be said for the probability that Luke 
intended to have this work published and consequently envisioned an audience broader in scope than one man. 
His prologue to both the gospel and Acts emulates so much the ancient historians’ prefaces that it is quite 
evident that he wanted the work published. In this, it is probable, once again, that his intended audience was 
Roman Gentiles. However, whether they were to be primarily believers or unbelievers is more difficult to assess. 
In fact, whether Theophilus was a believer or not is difficult to assess.  The key issue is the meaning of 3

κατηχήθης (“of what you have been informed” or “of what you have been taught”; from κατηχέω) in Luke 1:4. 
The term can refer either to Christian instruction (Acts 18:25; Gal. 6:6) or simply information, even a negative 
report (Acts 21:21, 24). Thus, even in the key term there is an impasse. In our view, there is something of a 
double entendre here: Theophilus is a high-ranking Roman official who is also a Christian. If his name is symbolic, 
then this is almost certainly the case.  But since he seems to be a government official, then he has been 4

“informed” about Christianity. In our understanding of (one of) the 
purpose(s) of Acts, Luke was preparing a trial-brief for Paul’s upcoming 
court hearing. In this case, Luke would certainly want a Roman official 
who was as sympathetic as he could be. κατηχήθης, then, seems to 
indicate that Luke wanted to set the record straight about the origins of 
Christianity (thus, information) while “Theophilus” suggests that this 
particular recipient had been more than informed—he had believed.  5

Occasion and Purpose 
In our view, the specific occasion which precipitated this two-volume 

work was Paul’s upcoming court appearance in Rome. We will deal with 
that in our introduction to Acts, without any defense of it here. 

 Cf. its use in Acts 23:26; 24:3; and 26:25 of the Roman governors Felix and Festus.1

 In particular, the exoneration at almost every turn of the Romans and the heavy blame on the Jews throughout both works, 2

coupled with a quite universal outlook (culminating in the legitimacy of the Gentile mission of Paul), render this judgment 
certain.

 Cf. the helpful discussion in Caird, Luke, 44.3

 Although Theophilus could mean “loved by God,” since the NT nowhere speaks of God having φιλέω toward unbelievers, 4

to call this man “loved by God” probably implies that he was a believer. On the other hand, if Theophilus means “one who 
loves God” then this, too, suggests that he is a believer. That Luke plays on names in his second volume (cf. Talbert’s work, 
and classnotes of student in Zane Hodges’ “Acts” [Dallas Seminary, 1978]) suggests that the name here is symbolic, too.

 This issue is quite complicated and cannot be divorced from a carefully nuanced view of the multiple purposes of both Luke 5

and Acts. One of the issues which seems to have been neglected is the amount of time Luke spends on Peter in Acts, and 
then parallels this with events in the life of Paul. It is as if Luke is trying to show that Paul is as much an apostle as is Peter. If 
so, then this presupposes that Theophilus had already embraced a Petrine form of Christianity. We will discuss this in our look 
at Acts, but suffice it to say here that Theophilus is in all probability a believer, though he had had doubts about Paul.

WOMEN FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 
(Bobby Kelly) 

The Gospels present women as central figures in the ministry of Jesus. The fact that Jesus included 
women in such vital and varied roles marked a stark contrast to the status of Jewish, Greek, and to a 
large extent, Roman women. While one must be careful not to overstate the situation in the first 
century, it is safe to say that women had limited opportunities outside of domestic roles and had little 
control over their own lives. When viewed in this context, the revolutionary implications of Jesus’s 
proclamation for women come more fully into view.  

Mary, the mother and future follower of Jesus, dominates Luke’s account of Jesus’s birth. Mary’s 
song (Luke 1:46–55) is the ultimate celebration of the “birth” of a revolution that will turn the current 
structures upside down, or perhaps more appropriately, right-side up (Luke 1:46–55). In this revolution 
the proud and wealthy are brought low and go hungry, while the humble and poor are elevated and 
filled. The song also infers that women, like Mary, will stand alongside men in the revolution. The 
presence of Elizabeth (Luke 1:5–7, 24–25, 39–45, 57–60) and Anna the prophet (Luke 2:36–38) 
provides confirmation. Men and women will participate equally in God’s coming reign.  

The Gospels present women as models of faithful discipleship, some of long-standing nature who 
support the mission financially (Luke 8:1–3) and who often succeed when the male disciples fail 
miserably. The list of such women would include Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 
Jesus, Salome, Mary the wife of Clopas, Joanna, Susanna, Mary and Martha of Bethany, and a number 
of unnamed women. While the Gospels depict these women as faithful followers of Jesus, nowhere is 
it more evident than during Passion Week. It is the women who remain with Jesus to the end. The 
unnamed woman who anoints Jesus “beforehand for burial” emerges as one of the few, if not the only 
one, who seems to understand Jesus’s prediction that he will die but on the third day arise. Thus she 
anoints him on Tuesday since his body will be gone on Sunday. The Twelve remain completely in the 
dark. Furthermore, it is the “daughters of Jerusalem” who weep for Jesus as he is led away to 
crucifixion (Luke 23:27–31). In the Synoptics, while it is true that men stand alongside women as 
witnesses of the crucifixion, the emphasis is clearly on the women who “were watching from a 
distance” (Mark 15:40; par. Matt. 27:55–56; Luke 23:49). John highlights the women along with the 
Beloved Disciple standing by the cross (John 19:25–27). Similarly, the women alone observe the place 
where Jesus was buried (Matt. 27:60–61; Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55–56). While each Gospel highlights 
the women a bit differently at the empty tomb, it is clear that 
women are the chief witnesses, the first to be commissioned 
“go and tell,” and in general display faith in strong contrast 
with the confused disciples (Matt. 28:1–10; Mark 16:1–8; Luke 
24:1–12; John 20:1–18).  

Modern interpreters should resist the urge to make Jesus 
a thoroughgoing egalitarian. Jesus made little if any effort to 
overturn traditional domestic expectations of women in the 
first century. While women did constitute part of the outer 
circle of Jesus’s followers, he did not include a woman among 
the Twelve. Jesus does, however, work within the structures of 
the day in order to elevate the status of women both in the 
larger society and certainly in the coming rule of God.
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Luke Resources
THE OCCASION AND NARRATIVE PURPOSE OF LUKE   1

(Mark Strauss) 

Occasion and Purpose 
Who was this Theophilus to whom Luke and Acts are addressed? The name means "one who loves 

God," and some claim Luke is writing generally to believers. More likely, Theophilus is an individual, 
probably the patron who sponsored Luke's project. The writing of a book of this length was an 
expensive endeavor in the ancient world, and it was common to dedicate such a work to an influential 
patron (see fig. 9.1). The address "most excellent" indicates Theophilus's high social or political status. 
Luke's claim to be providing "certainty" concerning "the things you have been taught" may suggest 
that Theophilus is a new Christian needing instruction or an interested unbeliever. Apart from these 
observations, his identity remains a mystery. 

Though dedicated to Theophilus, the Gospel and Acts are almost certainly intended for a wider 
audience, perhaps the church or churches with which Luke and Theophilus are associated. Yet the 
specific provenance (place of origin) and destination remain a mystery. Many suggestions have been 
made (Rome, Philippi, Achaia, Antioch, etc.), but little evidence can be marshaled for any of them. 

We are on firmer ground concerning the general purpose for which Luke wrote. He states that, 
having investigated everything carefully, he is confirming for Theophilus "the certainty of the things 
you have been taught" (Luke 1:1-4). Luke writes to confirm the gospel; that is, to demonstrate the 
authenticity of the claims of Christianity. This confirmation certainly relates to accusations made by the 
church's Jewish opponents. The author takes pains to show that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah, that it 
was God's purpose for him to suffer, die, and rise again, that the mission to the Gentiles was ordained 
and instigated by God, and that Paul is not a renegade Jew but a faithful servant of the Lord. There 
are also indications that Luke seeks to deflect Roman criticism. Both Jesus (in the Gospel) and Paul (in 
Acts) are repeatedly confirmed as innocent of Roman charges. Christianity is not a dangerous new 
religion but the fulfillment of Judaism a (legal religion in Roman eyes), the consummation of God's 
plan of salvation. 

The diversity of Luke's work suggests that he is writing for a variety of reasons: to teach believers 
about the origin of their faith, to defend Christianity against its opponents, 
and to establish a firm historical foundation for the gospel now advancing 
around the world. 

Apostles in Training 
As we have seen, the disciples in Mark appear as failures, and in 

Matthew as having little faith. Luke provides a more positive slant. We 
might say they are "apostles in training." The narrator clearly has his eyes 
on Acts, where the apostles will play a decisive leadership role in the 
expansion of the church. Six times in the Gospel, the Twelve are already 
called "apostles" (in Matthew once, in Mark twice). 

This is not to say the picture is all rosy. The disciples still have many 
failings. They argue over who is the greatest (9:46; 22:24), jealously 

 This resource has been adapted from the highly recommended Four Portraits, One Jesus: A Survey of Jesus and the Gospels (Grand 1

Rapids: Zondervan Academic 2007).

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS  
(Darrell Bock) 

The Background and Importance of the Resurrection 
The resurrection of Jesus represents a variation on the Jewish expectation of a bodily resurrection at the end 

of history. Jews hoped for a resurrection that was followed by a judgment and the vindication of the righteous 
(Dan. 12:1-4). The variation that Jesus’s resurrection introduced was a resurrection in the midst of time with no 
judgment attached to it. The resurrection produced Jesus’s exaltation by God, something Jesus predicted at his 
examination by the Jewish leadership when he said that the Son of Man (Jesus) would be seated at God’s right 
hand, despite the crucifixion the leadership was contemplating (Mark 14:53–72). In effect, Jesus was saying that 
God would show who the chosen one was by vindicating him over death.  

This point is precisely why the resurrection is so important. Most people think the resurrection is important 
because it points to life after death. This certainly is a key point of its teaching. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 
15:20–28, Jesus is the first born from the dead (the precedent maker in conquering death). However, more 
significant is what the resurrection says about Jesus. This is why Paul in the same passage goes on to discuss the 
exalted role Jesus has because of the resurrection. Jesus’s position at God’s right hand as a result of resurrection 
frees him to distribute the blessings of the new era, something Acts 2:30–36 describes.  

The Presentation of the Resurrection 
Interestingly, nowhere in the New Testament is the resurrection described. Rather, the New Testament 

records the effects of resurrection as seen in the empty tomb and the appearances. No one witnessed the 
resurrection; the texts simply testify to the impact of its having taken place. Skeptics often like to claim the early 
church fabricated these accounts. But what Scripture presents regarding the resurrection works against this claim. 
First, women were the first witnesses to the empty tomb and receive the first announcement of resurrection. Now 
women did not have a legal right to be witnesses in the first century. So if you were making up a story to 
introduce a controversial idea (gentiles did not believe in resurrection and neither did Sadducees), would you 
pick non-witnesses to begin your case? That is very unlikely. The women open the story because it happened 
that the women were the first to hear the announcement. Second, if you were creating the story to give it 
credibility, would you have your chief leaders be so unbelieving upon first hearing the news? When the women 
report the resurrection to the disciples, the disciples think the women’s story is nonsense (Luke 24:11). Only Peter 
and John go to check to see what took place (Luke 24:12; John 20:3). This unbelief does not put the disciples in 
a good light in terms of their faith. Yet that is their response. Third, the early church could have made up a 
simpler story that fit Jewish expectations, if they had created it. They simply could have argued that Jesus would 
be raised at the end, in line with Jewish expectation, and that he would lead the judgment. But what was 
expected is not what happened. Something created the third-day precedent of a resurrection within history. Such 
features in the presentation show that it is very unlikely this account was made up.  

Other More Skeptical Tales on Resurrection  
Some like to suggest that the resurrection was really only a visionary experience. Usually it is seen to have 

been grief induced. But this cannot explain the meals Jesus is said to have taken 
(Luke 24:36–43), nor the group appearances, such as the one to five hundred 
recorded in 1 Corinthians 15:6. Still others argue that the earliest traditions were 
empty-tomb traditions, which do not require a resurrected body, and might allow 
for the removal of the body to create an impression of resurrection. The major 
problem with this theory, which Matthew 28:13 notes, is the disciples were 
persecuted for and were willing to die for this belief in resurrection.Those who 
took the body would have had to be able to do so successfully in the face of the 
tomb being guarded and then convince others about the resurrection. They 
would have had to be willing to go to the grave with their secret. This also 

"Herodian Dynasty" 
(Acts 12:1-25) 

(The Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary) 

   Several kings of the Jews, related by birth, had the name "Herod." The Herods formed 
a royal dynasty that flourished during the time of Christ and the early church. The founder of 
the dynasty was Antipater, who was appointed by Caesar in 47 BC as procurator of Judea. 
The Herods, being partly Edomite (descended from Esau) as well as loyal servants of Rome, 
were never fully accepted by their Jewish subjects. The family history was characterized by 
lust, intrigue, and bloodshed. They opposed the Christian faith, sometimes violently, being 
responsible for the attempted murder of Jesus (Matt. 2:16), the beheading of John the Baptist 
(Matt. 14:1-12),and the execution of the apostle James (Acts 12:2).  

(1) Herod I (Herod the Great), son of Antipater, known as King Herod (Matt. 2:1; Luke 
1:5). He ruled Palestine in the years 37-4 BC with Roman consent. A skillful politician, he 
managed to retain the favor of Rome by deftly switching allegiances when necessary. A 
capable ruler in some respects, he engaged in extensive building works. His finest project was 
the beautification of the temple, which he hoped would win Jewish favor. The rabbis would 
later say, "Whoever has not seen Herod's building has not seen anything beautiful." 

His rule, however, was marred by paranoia, suspicion, and cruel jealousy. He had some of 
his wives and sons killed for suspected plotting. In Matthew's Gospel he is visited by wise 
men looking for "one who has been born king of the Jews." Subsequently, he massacred the 
male infants of Bethlehem, trying to rid himself of this new, royal challenger (Matt. 2:1-11). 
Upon his death, his kingdom was divided among three of his sons, Herod Antipas, Herod 
Archelaus, and Herod Phillp.  

(2) Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great, also known simply as Herod or as Herod the 
tetrarch (Matt. 14:1; Luke 3:19). He was given jurisdiction over Galilee and Perea, which he 
ruled from 4 BC to AD 39 (Luke 3:1). For this reason, when 
Pilate heard that Jesus came from Galilee, he sent him to 
Antipas for questioning (Luke 23:6-12). 

He is infamous for his role in the death of John the 
Baptist, which later haunted him (Matt. 14:1-12; Mark 
6:14-29). Jesus referred to him as"that fox," alluding to his 
predatory destructiveness for having killed John the 
Baptist, who criticized him for taking his half brother's wife, 
Herodias, in marriage. He also sought to kill Jesus (Luke 
13:31-32). Jesus warned the disciples of the yeast of Herod 
(Mark 8:15). Yeast was a metaphor sometimes used to 
describe how evil spreads and corrupts the whole person, 
perhaps a reference to Herod's lust for Herodias and his 
murderous opposition to God's Word and Son.  
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Chronology of The Life Of Jesus 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

Birth of Jesus                                    Winter  5/4 BC 
Jesus at the Temple                                            8  AD 
Jesus’ Ministry Begins                                    30  AD 

Triumphal Entry            Monday -  March 30, 33 
Crucifixion                                Friday -  April 3, 33 
Resurrection                             Sunday, April 5, 33 
Ascension                                                  May 14, 33 
Day of Pentecost                                     May 24, 33



Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension

Life Of Christ

Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates
Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD

Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD



Darrell Bock

Two key things are happening around the Jesus movement 
as we come into the 60s: (1) increased tension for Jewish 
and Christian communities, as well as (2) the aging of the 
original generation of Jesus followers. Both factors 
contribute to the move to record, and not merely  
to pass on orally, Jesus’ story and teachings.



Luke 
Jesus is the Perfect Man Brining Salvation to All



Diogenes Laertius 
Lives of the Eminent Philosophers

Circa 222–235

6  
out of  

82 

A-B Pattern 

(Philosopher/Followers)



•  Historical notes and dating with reference to secular and religious leaders.  
•  The universality of the Gospel message: it is for all people.  
•  References to Jesus as Savior, Christ, Lord, and Prophet. 
•  Old Testament allusions to Isaiah and the promise of salvation for al people. 
•  Emphasis on promise and fulfillment.  
•  The presence, or "today," of salvation in the words and deeds of Jesus.  
•  Jesus' special concern for outsiders: the poor, sinners, Samaritans                           
(in Acts: Gentiles). 

Mark Strauss

Characteristics of Luke’s Gospel



•  The theme of reversal of fortunes: the rich become poor and vice versa. 
•  Special emphasis placed on women and their needs and concerns.  
•  The coming of the Holy Spirit as a sign of the new age.  
•  References to Jesus' prayer life and his teaching on prayer. 
•  References to praise, joy, and celebration at the arrival of salvation.  
•  The importance of Jerusalem and Jesus' extended journey there.  
•  Emphasis on the present reign of Christ following his ascension.

Mark Strauss

Characteristics of Luke’s Gospel



• Luke is the longest book in the New Testament (1,121 verses), Matthew is second 
(1,071 verses), and Acts is third (1,007 verses). (John has 879 verses, and Mark 
has 678 verses.) Luke and Acts combined comprise about 27 percent of the Greek 
New Testament. Furthermore, Luke wrote more verses in the New Testament than 
anyone else: 2,128 in Luke and Acts. Paul wrote the second largest  
• number of verses (2,032), then John (1,416), then Matthew (1,071),  
• then Mark (678), and finally the lesser contributors.

Tom Constable

The Significance of Luke’s Gospel



Darrell Bock

The third Gospel is the longest of the four Gospels. It has a mix of 
teaching, miracle, and parable. Luke gives us more parables than any other 
Gospel. Fully half of the material in Luke is unique to his Gospel. Where 
Matthew presents teaching in discourse blocks, Luke scatters teaching 
throughout his Gospel, usually in smaller units. Many key discourses in 
Luke happen in meal scenes (7:36-50; 11:37-52; 14:1-24; 22:1-38; 24:36-49), 
which recall Greek symposia where a respected  
teacher presents wisdom.



Who Composed Luke? 
Luke is called “the beloved physician” by Paul (Col. 4:14) which likely 
means he was more of a pharmacist , herbalist or homeopath in his day.   
He was not an eyewitness of the life of Christ but did “careful research” 
to write his account in an orderly fashion (1:1-4). His literary style shows 
his education.  He was a companion of Paul as seen in the “we” passages 
in Acts (16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1–28:16) 



Who was Luke’s Original Audience? 
Luke was writing to a man named Theophilus who was a real person. 
He is called “most excellent” (κράτιστε), a term usually indicating 

some sort of government official, or at least high social rank.  
His name is Greek and means "Lover of God.”   

It seems that he may have been a patron for Luke providing  
financial support for his research and writing. 



Who was Luke’s Original Audience? 
We do not know where Theophilus lived. He appears to have 
been a fairly recent convert to Christianity. Although a real 
person, he represents the need for recent converts of all 
time to have an account of the life of Christ which provides 
reliable content and results in confidence about their faith.



When was Luke Written? 

Many conservative scholars hold that Luke wrote Acts during Paul's 
first Roman imprisonment (A.D. 60-62), during which that book's 
timeline ends with Paul in prison preaching he gospel unhindered.   
If, as seems likely, The Gospel of Luke is written prior to Acts then  

the dating of Luke is most likely in the late 50s or early 60s.



Where were He and the Readers? 

Luke seems to be writing from Rome where Paul is 
imprisoned and waiting for his day in court. His Patron, 
Theophilus is somewhere else and it is very likely that  

Luke is writing for him while at the same time  
composing a report for future generations.



Scott Duvall

Luke’s purpose in his Gospel connects directly to his 
purpose in Acts. In this two-volume work he explains the 
grand plan of God through Jesus Christ and his church 
(Luke 1:20; 4:21; 9:31; 21:22, 24; 24:44–47). He writes to 
instruct Theophilus and others like him so that they may 
know the certainty of the things they have  
been taught (Luke 1:4).



Scott Duvall

In other words, Luke-Acts provides a 
discipleship manual for new believers 
coming from a pagan background and living 
in a culture that is either indifferent or 
hostile to the Christian faith.



Scott Duvall

The Gospel of Luke  
speaks to us about  
who Jesus is and  
how we should live  
as his disciples.



How Is Luke Organized? 
• Prologue and Purpose of the Gospel (1:1-4) 

• Infancy Narratives: Demonstrating God’s Work from the Start (1:5-2:52) 

• Preparation for Ministry: Jesus Anointed as Messianic Son (3:1-4:13) 

• Galilean Ministry: The Revelation and Teaching of Jesus (4:14-9:50) 

• The Journey to Jerusalem: Jewish Rejection & Training Disciples (9:51-19:44) 

• Jerusalem Ministry: The Innocent Slain & Raised (19:45-24:53)



Simple Structure of Luke 
Birth:  
       Jesus Fulfills OT Prediction (1:1-2:53) 
Preparation:  
       Jesus is  the  OT Messiah (3:1-4:13) 
Galilee:  
       Jesus is Messiah in Word and Deed (4:14-9:50) 
Journey: 
       Jesus Prepares His Disciples (9:51-19:44) 
Passion:  
       Jesus is Savior for All (19:45-24:53)



Bookends
Beginning of Luke End of Luke

Zechariah terrified and calmed by angel Disciples terrified and calmed by Jesus

Jesus reads Scripture to start ministry Jesus interprets Scripture to end ministry

Waiting People: 
Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Simeon, Anna

Waiting Disciples

Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary Holy Spirit empowers Disciples
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Luke Jesus is the Perfect Man Bringing Salvation to All

Luke 
1. Luke is called “the beloved physician” by 

Paul (Col. 4:14). 
2.  He wrote Luke & Acts to a Greek 

believer named Theophilus (Lk. 1:1-4; 
Acts 1:1-3) to clarify the gospel & its 
impact in the world. 

3.  Luke was not an eyewitness of the life of 
Christ but did “careful research” to write 
his account in an orderly fashion (1:1-4). 

4.  His literary style shows his education. 
5.  While he is writing an “orderly account” 

Luke is very purposeful in writing to show 
the scope of Jesus' ministry as Messiah 
bringing salvation to all people.

The Gospel in Luke-Acts 
In Luke the gospel message moves from 
Galilee to Jerusalem reaching all people 
vertically up & down the social scale. 

In Acts the gospel message moves from 
Jerusalem to Rome reaching all people 

horizontally throughout the known world.

Outsiders in Luke 
Women in Prominent Roles 

• Elizabeth (1:5-66)     • Anna (2:36-38) 
• Mary (1:26-56; 2:1-20, 41-52) 
•Widow of Nain (7:11-15) 
•Woman anointing with hair (7:36) 
• Women Disciples (8:1-3; 24:1-10) 

Outcasts in Prominent Roles 
• Gentiles (2:32; 24:47) • Poor (6:20-23) 
• Shepherds (2:8-20)    • Lepers (17:11-17) 
• Samaritans (10:30-36; 17:16) 
• Tax Collectors & Sinners (15:1)

After careful investigation, Luke wrote to Theophilus–a Gentile believer–providing him with the facts of Jesus’ life, ministry, 
teaching, death, and resurrection as predicted in the Old Testament in order to encourage him that his faith in Jesus was  

ordained by God through the Holy Spirit and was consistent with the universal offer of salvation to all people  
as presented by Christ and entrusted to His disciples who would carry the message to the world.

Advent & Activities 
(Focus on Miracles)

Opposition & Instruction 
(Focus on Teaching)
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What is the Message? 
After careful investigation, Luke wrote to Theophilus-a Gentile believer-
providing him with the facts of Jesus’ life, ministry, teaching, death, and 
resurrection as predicted in the Old Testament in order to encourage 

him that his faith in Jesus was ordained by God through the Holy Spirit 
and was consistent with the universal offer of salvation to all people  

as presented by Christ and entrusted to His disciples  
who would carry the message to the world.



Jesus Christ  
is the predicted 

fulfillment 
of God’s plan 

to rescue all people.

O
T 

Pre
dict

io
ns

“Acts Mission” 

to the W
orld



The Introductions of Luke & Acts
Many have undertaken to draw up an account 
of the things that have been fulfilled among 
us, just as they were handed down to us by 

those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word. With this in mind, since I 
myself have carefully investigated everything 
from the beginning, I too decided to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have been taught. 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote 
about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles he had chosen. After his 
suffering, he presented himself to them and 

gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 
He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God.



The Gospel in Luke/Acts
In Luke the gospel message 

moves from Galilee to 
Jerusalem reaching  
all people vertically  

up & down the social scale. 

In Acts the gospel message 
moves from Jerusalem to 

Rome reaching  
all people horizontally 

throughout the known world.



Outsiders in Luke
Women in Prominent Roles 

•Elizabeth (1:5-66)      
•Anna (2:36-38) 
•Mary (1:26-56; 2:1-20, 41-52) 
•Widow of Nain (7:11-15) 
•Woman anointing with hair (7:36) 
•Women Disciples (8:1-3; 24:1-10) 

Outcasts in Prominent Roles 

•Gentiles (2:32; 24:47)  
•Poor (6:20-23) 
•Shepherds (2:8-20)     
•Lepers (17:11-17) 
•Samaritans (10:30-36; 17:16) 
•Tax Collectors & Sinners (15:1)



Intentional and Purposeful 
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 

fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from 
the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, 

since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too 
decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so 

that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

Luke 1:1-4



Luke: Historian and Theologian

Luke 1:1-4

History -         “eyewitnesses”.  “Investigation” 
Fulfillment -   “fulfilled among us” 
Theology -       “orderly account” 
Biography -     “an account” “From the Beginning” 
Purpose -        “know the certainty”





The Ministry of Jesus
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him 

spread through the whole countryside.  He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him.  He went to Nazareth, where he had 

been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue,  
as was his custom. He stood up to read,  and the scroll of  

the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.

Luke 4:14-22



The Ministry of Jesus
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:  

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  
and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Luke 4:14-22



The Ministry of Jesus
 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  

The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.    
He began by saying to them,  

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Luke 4:14-22

Quoting Isaiah 61 1st Coming 2nd Coming



Journey to Jerusalem
 As the time approached for him  

to be taken up to heaven,  
Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.

Luke 9:51



Journey to Jerusalem

Darrell Bock

The Key central section of Luke’s Gospel 
(9:51-19:44) shows how Jesus experiences 
rejection and prepares his disciples  
for His departure.



Journey to Jerusalem

Darrell Bock

Two topics dominate the unit: 
✦Growing opposition & hostility (9-14) 
✦Extensive teaching on discipleship (14-19)



Growing Opposition
And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village 

to get things ready for him; but the people there did not welcome 
him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the disciples 

James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call 
fire down from heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and 
rebuked them. Then he and his disciples went to another village.

Luke 9:52-56



Growing Opposition
One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was 
being carefully watched.  There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal 

swelling of his body.  Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law,  
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” But they remained silent.  

So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way. 
 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the 

Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?”  And they had nothing to say.

Luke 14:1-6



The Cost of Discipleship
As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 
 He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 
 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”

Luke 9:57-62



Springing the Trap
 Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be sincere. 
They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said, so that they might hand him 
over to the power and authority of the governor. So the spies questioned 
him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that 

you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the 
truth. Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

Luke 20:20-22



Silencing the Critics
He saw through their duplicity and said to them,  

“Show me a denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?” 
“Caesar’s,” they replied. 

He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, 
and to God what is God’s.”

Luke 20:23-25



Silencing the Critics
They were unable to trap him in what he had 
said there in public. And astonished by his 

answer, they became silent.

Luke 20:26



Stepping Over the Line
At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them.  “If you 

are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” 
Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me,  

 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 
 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated  

at the right hand of the mighty God.”

Luke 22:66-71



Stepping Over the Line
 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You say that I am.” 
 Then they said, “Why do we need any more 

testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.”
Luke 22:66-71



Women Witnesses
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 

the women took the spices they had prepared  
and went to the tomb.  They found the stone  

rolled away from the tomb,  but when they entered,  
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

Luke 24:1-2



Women Witnesses
When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things 

to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them 
who told this to the apostles.  But they did not believe the 
women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 

Luke 24:1-2



Women Witnesses
 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. 

Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 
themselves, and he went away, wondering to 

himself what had happened.

Luke 24:1-2



The Importance of the Ascension
•Marks the end of Jesus’ ministry 

•A physical event, not a soul taken to heaven 

•Establishes Jesus at the right hand of God interceding  

•The demonstration of Christ’s victory over Satan 

•Foreshadows Jesus’ physical return to earth 

•The natural and supernatural intersecting



Dan Wallace

Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man, rejected by 
Israel, offered to the Gentiles. In this presentation, 
Jesus is seen as a universal Savior. This theme dovetails 
nicely with the purpose and theme of Acts, for in Acts 
Luke is especially concerned with Paul,  
the missionary to the Gentiles.



Where Does This Fit? 
• The Gospel is the first volume of Luke’s two volume work, Luke-Acts, which function 

together to justify and support the missionary work of his companion the Apostle Paul. 

• Luke ties the work of Paul’s Gentile Mission back to Jesus inclusive offer of salvation 
to all people and connects that to Old Testament promises. 

• Luke also looks forward to the ministry of Jesus’ disciples in taking the message of 
Jesus saving work to everyone everywhere.  Jesus trained his followers for this 
mission.



What Should We Believe? 
• Jesus is the Messiah/Christ—the long awaited Savior promised in the Old Testament. 

• Jesus opens the door for all people, especially those who are outcast in the world 
and looked down upon by influential and religious hypocrites. 

• Jesus’ followers have been trained and charged with taking the message of Salvation 
by Grace accomplished by the finished work of Jesus to a world that needs this 
message.



How should we behave? 
• Accept the provision of salvation through Jesus.  

• Love those around you, especially the outcast and irreligious.  

•Share the message of the gospel of grace in spite of opposition.



Next Steps
•Repent of your sinful self-centered, self-sufficiency 

and humbly turn to Christ. 
•Learn to imitate the lifestyle of Jesus and brace the 

call of discipleship and disciple making.


