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1 Corinthians 
A Stern rebuke of the Church



1 Corinthians Resources
“THE OCCASION OF 1 CORINTHIANS" 

(David Garland) 
Paul writes this letter from Ephesus before Pentecost (16:8), probably in the spring of 54 

or 5 (Schrage 1991: 36; Thiselton 2000: 31-32). He is trying to keep up a long-distance 
relationship with this church without the benefit of the modern communication technology to 
which we are accustomed. The letter serves as his substitute presence. He has written a 
previous letter to the Corinthians that included the admonition not to associate with the 
sexually immoral (5:9). What precipitated that letter is unclear, and despite attempts of some 
scholars to find remnants of it embedded in the extant letters, it remains lost to us. The 
existence of this previous letter and Paul's comments about it in 5:9-11 reveal two things. 
First, it means that 1 Corinthians should not be read as if it were a series of essays on different 
themes. It is the continuation of an ongoing conversation between Paul and the church. 
Second, his comments reveal that he is acutely aware that he could be misunderstood. He is 
painfully conscious of this fact when he carefully qualifies what he says, for example, in 4:14; 
9:15; and 10:19. The problem is that written correspondence is susceptible to 
misinterpretation even when the bearer of the letter is deputized to interpret what it means 
and particularly if a reader/auditor is ill-disposed to receive what is being said. Since Paul 
directly challenges the behavior of those who are likely to be powerful figures in the church, 
the potential is ever present for the targets of his ethical shafts to twist and distort his remarks. 
Not only must Paul persuade the culprits to change their behavior, but also he must garner 
the sup- port of the entire community for them to exert moral suasion and authority over the 
miscreants. 

This second letter to Corinth [our 1 Corinthians] has been prompted by oral reports from 
Chloe's people about the factional infighting in the church (1:11). Paul also has gotten wind of 
the case of incest (5:1), the factions at the Lord's Supper (11:18, "I hear there are factions 
among you"), and their confusion over the concept of the resurrection of the dead (15:12, 
"some among you are saying"). We cannot exclude the possibility that he also got an earful 
from Stephanas and his companions about the situation in Corinth and possibly also from 
Appolos, but he does not name them as sources.  
The Corinthians have also sent him a letter (7:1), 
probably carried by Stefanas, with various queries. 
In response, Paul alternates between reactions to 
the oral reports and answers to the Corinthian 
letter. (Terry 1995: 43): 

Oral reports (1:10-4:17 / 4:18-6:20)   
     Corinthian Letter (7:1-40 / 8:1-11:1)  
Oral reports (11:2-34)  
     Corinthian letter (12:1-14:40)  
Oral reports (15:1-58)  
     Corinthian letter (16:1-12) 

“MISINTERPRETATION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH" 
(David Garland) 

 Since Paul reacts to what the Corinthians are saying, it seems imperative to try to 
reconstruct what they were thinking so as to understand better his responses. The method 
used, mirror-reading-reading what Paul says as in some measure mirroring what the 
Corinthians have said—is fraught with the danger of making mistakes, as the reasoning is 
necessarily circular (see Barclay 1987). When such reading is carried out injudiciously, the text 
can become the servant of preconceived impressions. The interpreter can read too much into 
what Paul says, read in his or her own biases, and misread Paul's argumentation in a particular 
passage. Too often in the interpretation of this letter mirror-reading has been used 
incautiously and overconfidently. The forces shaping the Corinthians' thoughts and actions 
have been attributed to a particular theological aberration rooted in Gnosticism, Jewish 
wisdom theology, or an "over-realized eschatology." One [single] theological misconception, 
however, is unlikely to explain the sundry problems Paul addresses in the letter. If Paul 
thought that a misrepresentation of the gospel he first preached to them lay behind their 
problems, then, Pickett (1997: 44-45) reasonably asks, "Why did he not provide them with a 
more explicitly theological corrective as he does, for example, in Galatians?" It is far more 
likely that the influences on them were more amorphous and that their behavior was swayed 
by culturally ingrained habits from their pagan past and by values instilled by a popularized 
secular ethics. It is imaginable that some of the prominent members thought "in a Stoicizing 
manner;" having been given a token education in this philosophy in their youth (Paige 1992). 
This body of opinions would have endorsed exalting the individual wise person at the 
expense of the community and would have permitted the wise to do whatever was right in his 
own judgment (Paige 1992: 189, 190).  

The prominence of the references to the Spirit in this letter suggests that the Corinthians 
have misinterpreted their experience of the Spirit in some way. They may have understood the 
Spirit to be the inrush of heavenly power into their lives that granted them a new status and 
conferred upon them knowledge and great 
spiritual gifts. It could have fed their pride so 
that it grew to dangerous levels. They 
became "puffed up" and "arrogant" and 
fancied themselves to be "spiritual ones" (3:1; 
cf. 2:13, 15;9:11; 12:1; 14:37), "mature" (2:6), 
and "wise" (3:18; 4:10). Spiritual gifts 
apparently were compared and some were 
judged more or less spiritual and more or less 
valuable according to the same criteria 
employed in secular culture. Certain gifts 
were championed over others, and certain 
persons displaying those gifts were 
championed over others (3:21; 4:6-7). Paul 
cannot deny their spiritual experiences (2:4), 

1 Corinthians 

Summary

“Women in Ancient Corinth" 
(Robbie Fox Castleman) 

 Women in ancient Corinth, to a great extent, generally reflected the social, cultural, 
religious, and familial circumstances of women in the Greco-Roman world. Socially, with rare 
exception, women in Greek-leaning cities, like Corinth, didn’t often leave home even with 
their husbands. Women in cities with greater Roman influence did accompany their husbands 
outside the home more often, but most women lived relatively secluded lives tending to their 
homes and families. The social and cultural situation in Corinth in the middle of the first 
century may have been a bit more complicated due to the significant influx of a great number 
of Jewish families from Rome during the reign of the emperor Claudius, who in AD 49 had 
expelled all Jews from the capital city. The predominant Grecian atmosphere of Corinth, as 
well as its predominant gentile population, would have been challenged and eventually 
modified by the influence of these new inhabitants, including that of the newly founded 
Christian communities in the city.  

However, women in the Corinthian church, whether Jewish or gentile, would have a life 
similar to women throughout the Roman Empire. Greco-Roman men, both Jewish and gentile, 
typically married women ten to fifteen years younger than themselves. It was the usual 
practice to arrange marriages based on social class, the needs of friends or families, or 
political and religious favor. Often, girls just past early pubescence would enter into marriage 
with men well over thirty years of age. Paul’s advice in 1 Corinthians 7:36–38 regarding 
marriage as optional or delayed beyond custom was unusual for its time. This would have 
been much like Paul’s countercultural comments regarding slaves within the church (e.g., 
Philemon).  

Women would have been almost solely responsible for the nurture and education of their 
children for the first four or five years. After the fifth year of a child’s life, fathers, tutors, and 
other social mentors became increasingly involved, especially in the lives of male children. 
Because more female infants than male infants were abandoned, there tended to be fewer 
women considered eligible to marry and beget legitimate children. Female infants weren’t 
rescued just by Christians; it was common for owners of inns and taverns to claim them to be 
raised as brothel prostitutes. Prostitution was legal and subject to tax revenues throughout the 
empire.  

Generally all women in the empire, not just Jewish 
or gentile women, were expected to be silent in any sort 
of social situation, especially when men to whom they 
were not related were present. A woman was expected 
to be submissive to the authority of her husband and to 
share his religious practices. Jesus included women in 
his ministry and mission, allowing them to learn and be 
discipled. Paul notably recognized women as disciples 
and included them in the practice of their gifts within the 
church with the same accountability to elders expected 
of men. This challenged Christian men and women to 
determine new patterns of relating to one another in the 
fellowship of the church as well as in family and society.

Women  

in Corinth
1 Corinthians 

Background



1 Corinthians Resources
"Corinth" 

(Robbie Fox Castleman) 
 Corinth is located about fifty miles west of Athens, Greece, on the northern side of the 

Peloponnesus. Corinth is situated on a four-and-a-half-mile-long isthmus between two harbors 
and is an international crossroads between the western Mediterranean and Asia. The ancient site 
of “Old Corinth” is situated a little over three miles from the center of the modern commercial 
city, which was partially destroyed by an earthquake in 1858. Excavations begun after the quake 
have uncovered a wall that runs six miles around the site of the ancient city.  

Corinth was a Greek city-state before the fifth century BC and a leading center of commerce 
before its conquest by Rome in 146 BC. The city was not rebuilt for a century, but it was eventually 
repopulated by ambitious and competitive freedmen from Rome, whose social status was just 
above that of a Roman slave. In the first century BC, during the reign of Julius Caesar, the city 
made a significant shift toward its development as a Roman colony. Excavations have revealed the 
use of Latin coins dating from 44 BC, and the practice of civil religion no longer focused on the 
Greek gods but on the emerging emperor worship of the Romans.  

A century later, when Paul lived in Corinth for eighteen months, Greek was still the official 
language, but the inscriptions and names of those in the city were predominantly Latin. Eight of 
the seventeen Corinthian Christians named by Paul in the New Testament have Roman names. 
Indeed, slaves outnumbered free citizens within the city two to one, and this also is an indication 
of the new wealth that was created in Rome’s new Corinthian colony. The aristocracy of the “new” 
Corinth reflected the ambition and independence of the “newly rich.” The elite of the city 
identified with Rome, but Greek influence still prevailed in much of the city’s culture. Corinth was 
the host city for the Panhellenic games, athletic events second only to the Olympics of Athens’ 
fame.  

However, like any urban city today, there was a wide disparity between the haves and have-
nots, and the turmoil this often creates is clearly reflected in Paul’s concern regarding the unity of 
the church and its witness to the city at large. Most Corinthian Christians were not wealthy (1 Cor. 
1:26) and many were slaves (1 Cor. 7:20–24), but social conflict over status does appear to have 
been an issue in the Corinthian church. The independent, competitive spirit that had rebuilt the 
city was alive and well in the Christian faith community. It is evident in Paul’s letters that Corinthian 
Christians would compete over anything, even which 
spiritual gift was superior to another!  

The church of Corinth also reflected similar conflicts 
and problems that are still common today in any large 
harbor city with a culturally and socially diverse population 
and booming business. Corinth was a cauldron in which a 
broad religious pluralism mixed with crime, sexual 
promiscuity, and a variety of entertainment options. Five 
years before Paul founded the church during his second 
missionary journey, a 14,000-seat theater was renovated. 
And although the official practice of the empire’s civil 
religion didn’t require belief in any particular god, there 
were at least twenty-six sacred places and sanctuaries. The 
most popular sites were sanctuaries devoted to Asclepius, 
Athena, and Aphrodite.  

"CORINTH" 
(Acts 18:1-17) 

(Ben Witherington) 
  
It is fair to say that from an evangelistic or missionary point of view, the two most important cities Paul 

visited were Corinth and Ephesus; and not coincidentally, they were the cities that, according to Acts, Paul 
spent more time in than any others. The Corinth that Paul and other Christians encountered in the middle of 
the first century was a Roman colony city, the most prosperous in Greece and well on the way to being the 
largest city in Greece, if it was not already so. The Romans had destroyed the classical city in 146 B.C., and 
shortly before his death in 44 B.C., Julius Caesar had ordered the city to be rebuilt on a Roman plan so that 
various retired Romans soldiers could be settled there, forming a Roman colony. The architecture, law, and 
official language (Latin) all reflect the thoroughly Roman character of the city in Paul’s day.  

 Corinth’s prosperity in large measure was owed to its two 
ports, one facing east and one facing west, with only a narrow 
isthmus (two miles wide) separating the two. In fact, the normal 
operating procedure was to drag boats, if small, from one side 
of the isthmus to the other on sledges. Failing that, larger boats 
usually would offload their cargo on one side of the isthmus and 
then reload it on another boat on the other side. This practice 
sought to avoid the trip around the southern cape of Greece, 
which could be quite treacherous. Corinth then had all the 
benefits, but also all of the drawbacks, of a major port city. Many 
people were coming and going, and many who had traveled a 
long way were looking for some rest, recreation, and 
entertainment. In addition to being the jumping-off point for 
travelers going either east or west in the Mediterranean, Corinth 
was the link between northern and southern Greece for those traveling overland.  

 To this we may add another reason for Corinth’s prosperity. It was the major sponsor for the nearby 
Isthmian games, a biannual set of games only slightly less famous than the Olympic games. Even an emperor 
like Nero came to compete in these games. This, of course, created a situation in which many people were 
looking for temporary shelter, something Paul, Priscilla, and Aquila could help provide through making tents.  

 Religiously, the city was pluralistic, hosting famous older temples to Apollo (in the city center) and to 
Aphrodite (on top of the Acrocorinth, the mountain that towered over the city). In addition to this was a well-

known healing shrine of the god Asclepius, where people 
came to get well in part by soaking in the medicinal spring 
water. We also must note the overlay of Roman culture, which 
included a temple for the cult of the emperor. In this same city 
was a well-established Jewish colony, many of whose 
ancestors originally had been brought to the city as slaves to 
help rebuild it.  

 Here, Paul could stay and the world would come to him. 
He would have occasion to meet people of many sorts of 
social statuses and ethnic extractions. With so many people 
transient or new, Corinth was the perfect place to make 
converts. In short, this city was an ideal locale for an 
evangelistic religion to imbed itself into the Greco-Roman 
culture.

Ancient Corinth with Acrocorinth behind

The Temple of Apollo

Corinth

Corinth



1 Corinthians 
A Stern rebuke of the Church



Who Composed 1 Corinthians? 
After persecuting the church Paul had a dramatic conversion on the Damascus 
Road (A.D. 34-35), Paul prepared for ministry in Damascus and tarsus for about six 
years (A.D. 37-43). In response to an invitation from Barnabas, he moved to Antioch 
of Syria where he served for about five years (A.D. 43-48). He and Barnabas then 
set out on their first missionary journey into Asia Minor (A.D. 48-49). Returning to 
Antioch, Paul wrote the Epistle to the Galatians to strengthen the churches that he 
and Barnabas had just planted in Asia Minor (A.D. 49).



Who Composed 1 Corinthians? 
After the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15), Paul took Silas and began his 
second missionary journey (A.D. 50-52) through Asia Minor, and farther 
westward into the Roman provinces of Macedonia and Achaia. From 
Corinth, Paul wrote 1 and 2 Thessalonians (A.D. 51). He then proceeded to 
Ephesus by ship, and finished the second journey at Syrian Antioch.



Who Composed 1 Corinthians? 
From Antioch he set out again on his third missionary journey (A.D. 53-57). he 
arrived in Ephesus where he labored for three years (A.D. 53-56). During this 
time he wrote 1 Corinthians (A.D. 56). Finally, Paul left Ephesus and traveled 
by land to Macedonia, where he wrote 2 Corinthians (A.D. 56). He continued 
south and spent the winter of A.D. 56-57 in Corinth. There he wrote the 
Epistle to the Romans, and sent it by Phoebe (16:1-2) to the Roman church.



3rd Journey



3rd Journey

1 Corinthians



3rd Journey

2 Corinthians



3rd Journey

Romans



First  
Journey 
(Acts 13-14) 

April 48 
September 49 

Galatians 

Jerusalem 
Council 

Second 
Journey 

(Acts 15:36-18:22) 

April 50 
September 52 

1 Thessalonians 

2 Thessalonians 

Third  
Journey 

(Acts 18:23-21:16) 

Spring 53 
May 57 

1 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

Romans 

Prison  
Epistles 
(Acts 28:30) 

Winter 60 
Spring 62 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

Philemon 

Final  
Days 

(Acts 13-14) 

Autumn 67 
Spring 68 

1 Timothy 

Titus 

2 Timothy

Life Of Paul



Corinth
• It was an ancient city with a long history, strategic because 

of its location. 
• The current city is a few miles from the ancient location, 

making archaeological work quite accessible.  
• The Acrocorinth towered 1900 feet above the city with the 

Temple of Aphrodite (goddess of love) dominating it.  Cult 
prostitutes roamed the city. 

• The city was destroyed by the Romans when they 
conquered Greece in 146 BC.  Julius Caesar rebuilt the city 
as a Roman Colony in 46 BC.



Corinth
• It was at a crucial crossroads with ports to the east 

and west only two miles apart connecting the 
Saronic Gulf with the Corinthian Gulf. 

• The narrow isthmus on which it is located connects 
the Peloponnesus to the Greek mainland and 
connects the Ionian Sea with the Aegean Sea. 

• Corinth was famous as a center of commerce, 
idolatry, and pagan worship. 

• The Isthmian Games were held here every two years.



Corinth



Corinth



Corinth



Corinth



Erastus Inscription

Gaius, host to me and to the whole church, 
greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer greets 
you, and Quartus, the brother.  

(Romans 16:23)

Discovered circa 1928 Dated Mid 1st century AD

Erastus for His position 
paved this Road at His 

own Expense.



Chuck Swindol l

Corinth worshiped the Emperor, upheld 
Roman law, pulsated with international 
trade, hosted athletic games,  
beckoned pagan worshipers,  
and thrived on slavery.



Tom Schreiner 

Like any Seaport town, there was greed, 
corruption, and sexual immorality. Obviously,  
the city was much smaller than present day, 
cities, but comparisons to cities like  
San Francisco, and New York are apt.



Who was the Original Audience? 
Paul came Corinth from Athens, to the east. In Corinth he preached 

the gospel and planted a church. There, too, he met Priscilla and 
Aquila, who were Jews who had recently left Rome. After being 
expelled from the Synagogue they met in a house next door that 
Titus Justus owned. Paul ministered in Corinth for 18 months, 
probably during A.D. 51 and 52 before returning to Antioch.



When was 1 Corinthians Written? 

Paul spent three years in Ephesus (Acts 16:8)  
between A.D. 53-56. There he wrote the First 

Epistle to the Corinthians Church after hearing 
some troubling reports about the them.



Why Was 1 Corinthians written?
It is clear that Paul wrote in response to a report 

from Chloe’s Household (1:11), and a letter sent from 
the church (7:1).  He likely received reports from 

Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaius (16:17) As well.



How Is 1 Corinthians Organized? 
Salutation: The Reputation of the Church  (1:1-9) 
Main Idea: Restore Unity with God’s Wisdom (1:10) 
Divisions: A Response to a Report from Chloe 
(1:11-4:21) 
•The Reality of the Divisions (1:11-17) 
•The Cause of Divisions (1:18-4:21) 

- A Wrong Evaluation of the Message (1:18-3:4) 
- A Wrong Evaluation of the Messengers (3:5-4:5) 

•Application and Conclusion (4:6-21) 

Disorders: A Response to Disruptive Issues 
(5:1-6:20) 
•Lack of Discipline of an Immoral Member (5:1-13) 
•Lawsuits before Unbelievers (6:1-11) 
•Moral Laxity in the Church (6:12-20) 
Difficulties: A Response to a Letter (7:1-16:21) 
•Marriage and Divorce Issues (7:1-40) 
•Issues of Christian Liberty (8:1-11:34) 
•Guidelines for Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40) 
•The Doctrine of the Resurrection  (15:1-58) 
•The Collection for the Saints (16:1-12) 
Conclusion: Summary and Benediction  (16:13-21)
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Corinthian Culture 
A city between the ports of 

Cencherea and Lechaion and only 
45 miles from Athens, Corinth was 
a hub for shipping, trade and  all 

sorts of entertainment.   
The Temple of Aphrodite  

(Love Goddess) was a central 
feature of Corinth and had, at one 

time, more than 1000 female 
prostitutes leading to the 

characterization of a prostitute as  
a  "Corinthian Woman.” 

The Isthmian Games, held every 
two years, were a huge attraction 
making the city an major athletic 

training center.

1 Corinthians: A Call to Unity by Wisdom 

Paul wrote to the troubled church at Corinth in response to a report from Chloe's household to address the factions and moral disorders  
in the church (chs. 1-6) and in response to a letter from the church addressing difficulties raised by the church related to marriage, gray issues, 

woman, worship, spiritual gifts, the resurrection and giving (chs. 7-16) in order to correct the worldly attitude and arrogance which had splintered 
the church and to encourage them to pursue a Godly lifestyle and doctrinal purity based on the wisdom of God.

A Stern Correction of the Church
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Paul and  
the Corinthians 

1. Paul started the church at Corinth 
on his Second Missionary Journey 
beginning in the Synagogue and 
then moving to a house next door 
(Acts 18:1-22). 

2.Paul wrote a letter to the church, 
which we do not have, addressing, 
at least, the issue of sexually 
immoral people (5:9). 

3. Paul writes 1 Corinthians to 
correct the church and answer 
questions but gets no response / 
repentance. 

4.Paul visits the church (2 Cor. 1:15; 
2:1) with no response. 

5. Paul writes another letter we do 
not have (2 Cor. 2:4).  They 
respond positively to this letter. 

6.Paul writes 2 Corinthians to 
address criticism of his apostleship 
and reaffirm his concern for them.
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Asking: Questions about Church Order

{Responding to a Report from Chloe} {Responding to a Letter from the Church}

15:1 16:1

“Now about the 

things yo
u wrote” 
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Attitude: Tribal Spirit



What is the Message? 
Paul wrote to the troubled church at Corinth in response to a report from 

Chloe's household to address the factions and moral disorders in the church 
(chs. 1-6) and in response to a letter from the church addressing difficulties 

raised by the church related to marriage, gray issues, woman, worship, spiritual 
gifts, the resurrection and giving (chs. 7-16) in order to correct the worldly 

attitude and arrogance which had splintered the church and to encourage them 
to pursue a Godly lifestyle and doctrinal purity based on the wisdom of God.



Rhetorical Criticism
Thesis: The Epistles Are Sermons to Be Read in Public

Structure: The Shape of Ancient Rhetoric 

•Exordium: Establishing Connection - Salutation                

•Narratio: Background information  - Thanksgiving          

•Popositio: Main Idea - Theme [Main Idea]                           

•Probatio:  Proof establishing main idea - Body               

•Peroration: Summary and Application - Exhortation



Establishing Connection
I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which 

was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were enriched 
in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony 
concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not 

lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:4-8
Gifted, Not mature



Realized Eschatology
You are already filled, you have already 

become rich, you have become kings without 
us; and indeed, I wish that you had become 
kings so that we also might reign with you.

1 Corinthians 4:8



Theme of Unity
Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be 

no divisions among you, but that you be made 
complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

1 Corinthians 1:10



Clever Rhetorical Persuasion
For Christ did not send me to baptize,  

but to preach the gospel,  
not in cleverness of speech,  

so that the cross of Christ would  
not be made void.

1 Corinthians 1:17



Tom Schreiner 

Entertainment, rather 
than the substance of 
what was said, functioned 
as the criteria for 
determining the value  
of the discourse.



Christ Crucified Content
For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search 

for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews 
a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but 
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

1 Corinthians 1:22-24



Servants and Stewards
What then is Apollos? And what is Paul?  

Servants (διάκονος) through whom you believed, even as 
the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 

regard us in this manner, as servants (ὑπηρετῶν) of Christ 
and stewards (οἰκονόμους) of the mysteries of God.

1 Corinthians 3:5; 4:1



How you Live in Community matters
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and 
that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man 

destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for 
the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17



How you Live Personally matters
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 

Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and 
that you are not your own? For you have been bought 

with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20



Don’t Go Changing
I think then that this is good  

in view of the present distress, 
(Chaotic, Immature Church Culture)  

that it is good for a man to remain as he is.

1 Corinthians 7:26



Deep Problems
 In the following directives  

I have no praise for you,  
for your meetings do more harm than good.

1 Corinthians 11:17



Spiritual Gifts
Now about the gifts of the Spirit,  

brothers and sisters,  
I do not want you to be uninformed.

1 Corinthians 12:1



The Most Excellent Way

And yet I will show you  
the most excellent way.

1 Corinthians 12:31



The Most Excellent Way
 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 

it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres. Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13



Next Week’s Message
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of 

the gospel I preached to you, which you received and 
on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel 

you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:1-58



Where Does This Fit? 
• 1 Corinthians is Paul at his pastoral and theological best.  He is dealing with 

a church he planted and has a significant history shepherding.  

• The book combines a stark, often sarcastic, corrective to a church in 
complete chaos. 

• The book clearly demonstrates that giftedness does not necessarily equate 
to maturity.



What Should We Believe? 
• The message of the Cross—Christ Crucified— is central and 

should impact our lifestyle. 

• Theology impacts behavior - “Bad Company corrupts good 
morals” (15:33).



How should we behave? 
•Our church community should reflect the centrality of the 
“Christ Crucified” message. 
•Our personal lives should keep Christ at the center, the 

Spirit in proper balance, and God’s glory in the forefront of 
our daily lives.



Next Steps
•Put Christ, and the message of His death and resurrection, at 

the center of your daily meditation. 
•Look to the Holy Spirit to keep you focused on Christ, loving 

others and bringing glory to God and not yourself. 
•Think through the “Systematic Theology” that guides the 

way you live.


