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The Righteousness of God



Dan Wallace

This letter is arguably the 
most important document of 
the Christian faith; it stands 
behind virtually all great 
movements of God in  
the last 1900 years. 



Scott Duvall

Paul’s letter to the Romans is probably the 
clearest and most powerful statement of the 
gospel in all the New Testament. Rather than 
affirming human potential or innate goodness 
apart from God, the gospel begins with  
bad news: humans are thoroughly  
sinful and guilty and without hope.



Scott Duvall

But God has come to our rescue in Jesus 
Christ. He has done something for us we 
could never do for ourselves. He offers us 
forgiveness and membership in his  
covenant community, and promises  
never to condemn us or stop loving us.



Dan Wallace

As the most systematic of 
all Paul’s letters, Romans 
addresses in detail the 
Pauline kerygma 
[essential message].
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Romans Resources
"ROMANS" 

AN INTRODUCTION 
(Chuck Swindoll) 

Travel back in time with me. Let's go back to the winter of AD 57. We're at a narrow land bridge 
between mainland Greece and the Peloponnese, where a Roman city rakes in fortunes from heavy-laden 
ships and cash-heavy tourists. Outside the city, in the home of a wealthy and hospitable Christian named 
Gaius, two men discuss a scroll. One paces the room, pouring out his thoughts to the other, who sits at a 
large table taking copious notes.  

The speaker walks with a deliberate strength, although his shoulders are rounded and a noticeable 
hitch interrupts his gait. His arms and face bear the marks of wind, sun, age, and mistreatment. His fingers 
are knotted and curled and fused at an unnatural angle, a telltale sign of stoning. You would expect that a 
body such as this would contain a broken, demoralized spirit, but the eyes reveal something different. 
They flash with energy and sparkle with the optimism of a teenager about to get his driver's license.  

The city is Corinth. The one pacing the floor is Paul; his amanuensis at the table, Tertius. The 
document they are preparing will eventually become the apostle's letter to the church in Rome, the most 
significant piece of literature the Lord would ever commission His most prolific evangelist to write. Little 
does Paul or anyone else realize the impact it will have throughout the centuries to come. From Origen of 
Alexandria in the third century to Barnhouse of Philadelphia in the twentieth, countless theologians will 
pen innumerable pages of exposition and meditation on the apostle's magnum opus. Augustine will find 
the seed plot of his faith in this letter. This document will spark a revolution in the heart of Martin Luther, 
who will reintroduce the truth of justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone—a doctrine 
all but obscured by the dogma of men who stood to profit from a false gospel of works. It will ignite the 
mind of Jonathan Edwards, strangely warm the heart of John Wesley, and fuel the revival fire of George 
Whitefield. 

"CALLED AS AN APOSTLE, SET APART FOR THE GOSPEL OF GOD" (1:1)  
Paul's journey to this place and time had been anything but predictable. Though born in the 

cosmopolitan hubbub of Tarsus, Paul matured in the shadow of the great temple in Jerusalem. Within its 
enormous, gleaming white walls, he learned at the feet of the 
famous rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). Though a Roman citizen (Acts 
22:25-28), Paul was first and foremost a son of the covenant. He 
heard of the great privileges and responsibilities God had given 
his kindred people. He studied the Law of Moses and devoted 
himself to fulfilling every tradition to the letter. And he immersed 
himself in the rituals of the Pharisees with a singular goal in mind. 
He wanted to become like the temple itself: sacred, strong, 
undefiled, a worthy vessel for the righteousness of God.  

But, as often happens in the lives of great men, Paul's zealous 
pursuit of righteousness took an unexpected turn. While Paul was 
on the road in order to silence and persecute Christians, Jesus 
Christ confronted him, rebuked him, changed him, and then set 
him on a whole new course (Acts 9:3-22). The righteousness he 
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"ROMANS: AN INTRODUCTION" 
(Thomas R. Schreiner) 

   The influence of Romans in the history of the church is remarkable. Augustine’s 
understanding of grace was mined especially from Romans, though there were other sources 
as well. Martin Luther’s entrance into the gates of paradise came as it dawned on him what 
Paul meant by the righteousness of God. The Reformation that swept through Europe and 
turned the Western world upside down was certainly shaped by the message of Romans. 
Then in the early part of the twentieth century, Karl Barth’s commentary on Romans, as he 
noted, pulled on a bell that rang throughout the theological landscape and called into 
question the theological liberalism that was sweeping through the Western world.  

 No one seriously doubts Pauline authorship, and we know that Paul wrote the letter 
when he was in Corinth (Acts 20:2-3), and it should probably be dated in AD 55 or 56. In the 
past some scholars claimed that Romans was a treatise, a complete and full presentation of 
Paul’s theology. Certainly Romans is a fuller exposition of Paul’s theology than any other letter 
and is the most important Pauline letter for understanding his theology. Still, some important 
themes in his theology remain undeveloped in the letter. For instance, Ephesians represents a 
fuller exposition of the role of the church than we find in Romans or any other Pauline letter. 
Along the same lines, 1 Corinthians 12-14 says far more about spiritual gifts than we learn in 
Romans 12:4-8. Eschatology permeates Paul’s theology and plays a critical role in Romans, 
but we see nothing like the extended reflections on Jesus’s return that we find in 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 and 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. Christology isn’t neglected in Romans, 
and we see an important Christological confession at the inception of the letter (1:3-4), and 
yet virtually all would agree that we lack the depth of Christology found in Philippians 2:6-11 
or Colossians 1:15-20. Other areas of Paul’s 
theology could be explored, but it is clear that 
Romans isn’t a comprehensive unfolding of 
Paul’s thought.  

 We need to ask why Paul includes the 
subjects addressed in Romans. Is there an 
explanation that helps us understand every part 
of the letter? What strikes careful readers is the 
focus on issues pertaining to Jews and gentiles. 
Paul speaks of the Jew first and also the Greek 
(Rom. 1:16; 2:9-10). The sins of gentiles are 
revealed (1:19-32) but also the sins of the Jews 
(2:1-29). When it comes to righteousness by 
faith, one of the central affirmations is that both 
Jews and gentiles are justified in the same way 
(3:29-30; 4:9-16), and Paul emphasizes that 
both Jews and gentiles are children of 
Abraham (4:17-25). In addition, the letter often 

Romans 

Summary 

(Winsome)
Romans 

Summary 

(Scholar)

MAKING "THE GOOD NEWS" GREAT 
(Chuck Swindoll) 

The "good news" of the gospel is that Jesus Christ—Son of God and Son of Man—died for our sins and 
rose from the dead (1:1-4; cf. I Cor. 15:1-5). This good news about the person and work of Christ is "the 
power of God for salvation" (Rom. 1:16). What good news! The power of God comes to powerless humanity, 
providing all that's necessary for salvation through Jesus Christ! Can such great news get any greater? In fact, 
when we are confronted with our own sin and need for a savior and turn to Christ's person and work to save 
us, the good news of the gospel becomes great news for us. Paul said the gospel is "the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes" (1:16). Believing in the gospel makes the good news great. 

In light of Paul's spotlight on the gospel of Jesus Christ, let's ask ourselves, "So what? What should I do 
with this truth?" Let me give you three reasons why it's vital for us to not only know about the good news, but 
know how to make the good news about Jesus Christ great news for us.  

First, you accept the gospel. You don't rewrite it, reshape it, revise it, or rework it. You accept it. That 
means the "good news" is an invitation. You're invited to a new life of faith in Christ—forgiven of all your sins, 
cleansed by the work of Christ on your behalf, and set free to live a new life by the power of the Spirit. Paul 
will expand on all of these effects of the gospel throughout his letter to the Romans. But in order for the good 
news of Jesus Christ to be great news for us, we need to first accept the invitation. If you accept by simple 
faith the good news that Jesus Christ died for your sins and was raised from the dead, you're in the family of 
God. It's a gift, not a reward.  

Second, you live the gospel. Living the gospel means being set apart for the gospel for "obedience of 
faith" (1:5). Anyone who genuinely comprehends the magnitude of God's gift won't be able to remain idle. 
Their priorities, passions, and pursuits will necessarily change. They'll begin to praise and thank God for what 
He's done. They'll worship and obey the one who saved them. They'll set their hope on things above, love 
God, and live a life of service rather than selfishness. Accepting the gospel means living the gospel.  

Third, you share the gospel. Paul considered himself indebted to all of humanity because he had been 
entrusted with a priceless gift, the only cure for the deadly disease of sin (1:14-15). Like Paul, those who have 
accepted the free gift of eternal life and have molded their everyday lives around it have an obligation to 
share it. We should let others know that God has extended the offer of salvation to everyone, whether 
privileged or poor, sophisticated or simple, religious or rebellious. Keep in mind that the gospel appears 
foolish to those who don't understand or accept it. In the past, ignorance has given way to ridicule and 
persecution. In our increasingly post-Christian, unbelieving world, sharing the gospel will mean facing the 
same kinds of rejection and persecution Paul himself faced in the first 
century. But we must remain steadfast, even if it requires the sacrifice of 
our livelihoods and lives.  

Thankfully, we're not alone. Countless lost sinners throughout his- 
tory provide examples of those who have accepted the gospel, lived the 
gospel, and shared the gospel in dangerous and even deadly times and 
places. In fact, according to Christian history, Paul himself never lost his 
zeal. He remained energized and shameless in his proclamation of the 
good news. His lifelong evangelistic journey finally ended with his 
martyrdom in Rome. The words of his letter to the church in Rome stand 
as a memorial of Paul's testimony and tenacity ... and as a motivator for 
us today to accept, live, and share the gospel. 
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Romans Resources
"ROME" 

(Lynn Cohick) 
  Known as the Eternal City, Rome captured the imaginations and terrified the hearts of many 

from its rise to power in the fifth century BC to its fall in the fifth century AD. Rome's origins reach 
back into myth and legend. The Latins who settled Rome trace their ancestry to Aeneas, son of 
the goddess Venus and defender of Troy, whose adventures are recounted by Virgil in The Aeneid 
(first century BC). Among Aeneas's descendants were twin boys, Remus and Romulus, who are 
credited with founding Rome in 753 BC. Legend asserts that as infants the twins were left to die 
near the banks of the Tiber River, but were suckled by a she-wolf, Lupa Capitolina, who came to 
represent Rome itself (Livy, History of Rome 1.4). Julius Caesar and his adopted son Octavian 
(later Emperor Augustus) traced their ancestry back to Aeneas and Venus.  

Rome sits on the western side of the Italian peninsula, positioned at the northern border of 
the Latium region. The Estruscans were their neighbors to the north, and Campania lay south of 
Latium. The region enjoyed sufficient rainfall and fertile soil to support a large population center. 
The earliest settlers lived on the hills, which rose on the eastern shores of the Tiber River. The 
seven hills of Rome (Aventine, Caelian, Capitoline, Esquiliae, Palatine, Quirinal, Viminal) became 
an identity marker for the city, so that when John in Revelation makes reference to the "seven 
hills" (17:9), his audience understands he is alluding to the "great city" (17:18).  Near the 
Capitoline hill, an island in the Tiber disrupted the fast flowing river, making a natural fjord at this 
point. The Tiber's currents facilitated trade, as they were navigable by barges and small boats for 
quite a distance inland.  Approximately sixteen miles from Rome, the Tiber emptied into the 
Mediterranean Sea at the port of Ostia.  

In the seventh and sixth centuries BC, a marshy area between the Capitoline, Palatine, and 
EsquiIine hills was drained, the Roman forum was built upon the resulting field, and temples to 
Vulcan and Vesta (the god and goddess of fire, hearth, and family) were erected. On the 
Capitoline hill, a large temple to Jupiter was constructed. When the seventh and final king of 
Rome was overthrown in about 510 BC Rome established itself as a Republic, and in about 500 
BC, the temple of Saturn was constructed in the Forum; it served as Romes treasury and 
repository of the Senate's decrees. What would 
become the Circus Maximus was at this early 
stage a dirt race track located in the valley 
between the Palatine and Aventine hills. Legend 
places the Rape of the Sabines here.  By 
Augustus's time (ruled 27 BC-AD 14), 150,000 
spectators watched chariot races from bleachers 
extending around three-quarters of the oval 
track. 

In 390 BC the Gauls attacked and burned 
Rome to the ground.  Undaunted by this defeat, 
Romans chose to rebuild the city quickly without 
central planning, which explains why it does not 
follow the typical grid pattern (Livy, History of 
Rome 5:55).  They restored and expanded their 
city walls, encompassing approximately seven 
hundred acres. They also built aqueducts, at first 

ROME 
Ben Witherington III  

in New Testament History: A Narrative Account 

Rome began as a small agricultural settlement on the Tiber River around 753 B.C., according to 
first-century A.D. reckoning. It was thus an ancient city by the time of the New Testament era, and 
clearly the most important city of that age, for obvious reasons. The transformation of the settlement 
or village into an actual city seems to have been accomplished by the Etruscans somewhere around 
600 B.C. This required the draining of marshy land, the building of a city wall, the paving of various 
areas, and the construction of public buildings. The Etruscans also developed this city into the leading 
metropolis in central Italy, including setting the pattern for Rome’s legal and religious systems.  

 Though it was not called such, by the second century B.C. Rome possessed an empire in the 
western Mediterranean that included Spain, northwest Africa (spoil of the Punic Wars with Carthage), 
and southern Gaul. Already in this period, for administrative purposes, these territories were organized 
into provinces governed by senatorial proconsuls. This was to serve as the blueprint for the expansion 
in the east, which began even before the Julio-Claudian era.  

 The impact of the continuing expansion of the empire is that money and other resources, 
including human resources (slaves), flowed with great regularity into Rome, and the city gained 
considerable wealth and came to rival even Alexandria as a center of commerce and prosperity. 
Empire building proved to be profitable, especially for the upper echelon of Roman society, and the 
results could be seen in the city itself as massive building campaigns were undertaken by Augustus 
and other wealthy Romans. Augustus bragged that the city he took over made of brick, he left behind 
made of marble (Suetonius, Augustus 28.3). 

 The Mediterranean came to be seen as (and even called) a giant Roman lake, and the 
territories around it as sources of materials, people, and revenue to support and help build a greater 
Rome. Once Rome became a prosperous city, many throughout Italy and elsewhere in the empire sold 
farms and property to move to the capital and make a better living. But unfortunately, these now 
landless people often did not find sufficient work to allow them to live the good life, necessitating 
already in the second century B.C. the creation of a public welfare 
system. Rome became a city like many modern cities, with the same 
disparities between rich and poor, between well-built and poorly 
built areas, and with the same social problems—poverty, hunger, 
homelessness, and the like. The setting up of the dole of grain in 22 
B.C. by Augustus was necessary to prevent social unrest in the city.  

 The city of Rome had certain natural advantages. There was 
the Tiber, of course, but also the indispensable resources of silex, 
with which Rome could be paved. Silex was provided by the lava 
flow from the Alban volcano, which came within a few miles of the 
city and provided the raw material for street construction. The city, 
having been built on seven hills, was quite difficult to take in battle. 
It was once called a “suspended city,” meaning a city hung from 
several hills. In such a situation, dwellings had to be vertical in 
character, hence the insulae, or what we would call high-rise 
apartment structures. This mode of building, using mostly timbers, 

Rome
Rome
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Romans 
The Righteousness of God



Who Composed Romans? 
After persecuting the church Paul had a dramatic conversion on the Damascus 
Road (A.D. 34-35), Paul prepared for ministry in Damascus and tarsus for about six 
years (A.D. 37-43). In response to an invitation from Barnabas, he moved to Antioch 
of Syria where he served for about five years (A.D. 43-48). He and Barnabas then 
set out on their first missionary journey into Asia Minor (A.D. 48-49). Returning to 
Antioch, Paul wrote the Epistle to the Galatians to strengthen the churches that he 
and Barnabas had just planted in Asia Minor (A.D. 49).



Who Composed Romans? 
After the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15), Paul took Silas and began his 
second missionary journey (A.D. 50-52) through Asia Minor, and farther 
westward into the Roman provinces of Macedonia and Achaia. From 
Corinth, Paul wrote 1 and 2 Thessalonians (A.D. 51). He then proceeded to 
Ephesus by ship, and finished the second journey at Syrian Antioch.



Who Composed Romans? 
From Antioch he set out again on his third missionary journey (A.D. 53-57). he 
arrived in Ephesus where he labored for three years (A.D. 53-56). During this 
time he wrote 1 Corinthians (A.D. 56). Finally, Paul left Ephesus and traveled 
by land to Macedonia, where he wrote 2 Corinthians (A.D. 56). He continued 
south and spent the winter of A.D. 56-57 in Corinth. There he wrote the 
Epistle to the Romans, and sent it by Phoebe (16:1-2) to the Roman church.



Who was Romans Original Audience? 
The Roman church was not started by Paul. It is likely made up of 

converts from Pentecost who returned to Rome (Acts 2:10). 
Tensions between Christian and non-Christian Jews gradually increased 
until The Roman Emperor Claudius expelled  all Jews from Rome in 49 AD. 

All Jews were allowed to return to the city in 54 AD;  
but the tensions remained.



When was Romans Written? 

Paul spent the winter of A.D. 56-57 in 
Corinth. There he wrote the Epistle to the 

Romans, and sent it by Phoebe (16:1-2)  
to the Roman church.

Romans 15:22-25



Where were Paul and His Readers? 

Paul was in Corinth on his third Misionary 
Journey and headed to Jerusalem where he 

knew trouble awaited.  His plan was somehow to 
get to Rome to unify the church and go to Spain.



3rd Journey Trip to Rome



Body Life
For this reason I have often been prevented from coming to 

you; but now, with no further place for me in these regions, and 
since I have had for many years a longing to come to you whenever 
I go to Spain-for I hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on 
my way there by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for 

a while- but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints.

Romans 15:20-25



Dan Wallace

Paul’s occasion-purpose for writing Romans is threefold: (1) he was going 
west and needed to have a base of operations in a church that shared both 
his vision and his theology; (2) he knew that his life was in danger and 
wanted to give something of a more balanced, systematic presentation of his 
gospel, to leave as a memorial; and (3) he detected anti-Semitism arising in 
the Roman church through the influence of Claudius’ edict and  
wanted to give a theologically-based correction to this attitude.



Why Was Romans written?
Romans is written as a mature exposition of the 

Gospel being proclaimed through the world.  This 
gospel should unify the church and be the 

message taken to new places.



How Is Romans Organized? 
Salutation: The righteousness of God Valued  (1:1-17) 

Sin: The righteousness of God Needed (1:18-3:20) 

Salvation: The righteousness of God Imputed (3:21-5:21) 

Sanctification: The righteousness of God developed (6:1-8:39)  

Security: The righteousness of God Validated (9:1-11:33) 

Service: The righteousness of God Demonstrated (12:1-16:27)
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The Roman Church 
1. The Roman church was not started 

by Paul. It is likely made up of 
converts from Pentecost who 
returned to Rome (Acts 2:10). 

2.Tensions between Christian and 
non-Christian Jews gradually 
increased until Claudius expelled  
all Jews from Rome in 49 AD. 

3.All Jews were allowed to return to 
the city in 54 AD; but the tensions 
remained. 

4.The church in Rome grew signifi-
cantly with leaders such as Phoebe, 
Priscilla & Aquilla, perhaps Mark, 
and later (after the letter) Peter. 

5. Paul is writing to this church in 
order to establish a home base 
connection for his mission work in 
Spain (15:23-24). 

6.Paul is likely in Corinth when he 
writes Romans after gathering a 
collection to take to the Jerusalem 
church (cp. 15:26-28; Acts 
20:1-3).

Theology in Romans 
1.   Natural Revelation (1:19-20) 
2.   Hamartiology - sin (3:9-20) 
3.   Justification (3:21-24; 4:1-25) 
4.   Propitiation (3:25) 
5.   Justification by Faith (4:1-25) 
6.   Original Sin (5:12) 
7.   Union with Christ (6:1-10) 
8.   Life in the Spirit (8:1-39) 
9.   Election/Sovereignty (9-11) 
10. Spiritual Gifts (12:3-8) 
11. Christian Liberty (14:1-15:13)

Romans: The Righteousness of God

Paul wrote to the believers in Rome setting forth a clear and compelling presentation of the gospel message  
he proclaimed (a righteousness of God which comes through faith) in order to unify the church and  

prepare them for his visit and gain their support as he travelled to take the gospel to Spain. 
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Rhetorical Criticism
Thesis: The Epistles Are Sermons to Be Read in Public

Taxis: The Function of Ancient Rhetoric 

•Deliberative: Persuading for ACTION in the future 

•Epideitic: Persuading for BELIEF in the present 

•Judicial: Persuading for OPINION about the past



Rhetorical Criticism
Thesis: The Epistles Are Sermons to Be Read in Public

Structure: The Shape of Ancient Rhetoric 

•Exordium: Establishing Connection                 

•Narratio: Background information            

•Popositio: Main Idea                                

•Probatio:  Proof establishing main idea                

•Peroration: Summary and Application



Rhetorical Criticism
Thesis: The Epistles Are Sermons to Be Read in Public

Structure: The Shape of Ancient Rhetoric 

•Exordium: Establishing Connection - Salutation                

•Narratio: Background information  - Thanksgiving          

•Popositio: Main Idea - Theme [Main Idea]                           

•Probatio:  Proof establishing main idea - Body               

•Peroration: Summary and Application - Exhortation



What is the Message? 
Paul wrote to the believers in Rome setting forth  

a clear and compelling presentation of the gospel message  
he proclaimed (a righteousness of God which comes through faith) 

in order to unify the church and prepare them for his visit and 
gain their support as he travelled to take the gospel to Spain. 



Establishing Connection
 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 
because your faith is being reported all over the world.  

God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son,  
is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at 
all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may 

be opened for me to come to you.

Romans 1:8-10



Theme of Gospel
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power 

of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes:  
first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the 
righteousness of God is revealed-a righteousness that is 

by faith from first to last, just as it is written:  
“The righteous will live by faith.”

Romans 1:16-17

δύναµ
ις



Some Big Important Theological Words
• Gospel: “announced good news”   
• Justification: “declared not guilty, acquitted” 
• Redemption: “purchased from bondage/slavery” 
• Propitiation: “satisfaction of a consequence”



Everyone is a Sinner
There is no one righteous, not even one;  

    there is no one who understands; 
    there is no one who seeks God.

Romans 3:10



Equal Opportunity
There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and all are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Romans 3:22-26



Equal Opportunity
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 

shedding of his blood-to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he 

had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished- he did it to 
demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be 
just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

Romans 3:22-26



The Example of Abraham
 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather 

according to the flesh, discovered in this matter? If, in fact, 
Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast 

about-but not before God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

Romans 4:1-3



Imputation - Credited to Account
For if the many died by the trespass of the one 
man [Adam], how much more did God’s grace 
and the gift that came by the grace of the one 

man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!

Romans 5:15



Sanctification - Dead to Sin
In the same way,  

count yourselves dead to sin  
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6:11



Sanctification - Struggle
 I do not understand what I do.  

For what I want to do I do not do,  
but what I hate I do.

Romans 7:15



Sanctification - Victory
Those who live according to the flesh have 

their minds set on what the flesh desires; but 
those who live in accordance with the Spirit 

have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 

Romans 8:5



Sanctification - Victory
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an 

obligation-but it is not to the flesh, to live according 
to it. For if you live according to the flesh,  

you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
misdeeds of the body, you will live.

Romans 8:12-13



Living Sacrifices
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  
so that you may prove what the will of God is,  
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:1-2



Romans 12:1 
A Profoundly Literal Expanded Translation

In light of what I just highlighted—God's ways are so glorious and 
wise—I will turn my attention to an authoritative encouragement; 

because of what you have learned about God's compassionate grace 
expressed in the gospel that delivers us from the horrible and 

hopeless predicament of being separated from His presence and love, 
decisively present all that you are as a lifelong, set apart and 

pleasingly acceptable sacrifice of full dedication to God which is the 
only logical response of worship and service to who God is and what 

He has done for us through Christ.



Body Life
 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not 
to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think 

so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure 
of faith. For just as we have many members in one body and all the 

members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

Romans 12:3-5



Do You Part
 If possible,  

so far as it depends on you,  
be at peace with all men.

Romans 12:18



Where Does This Fit? 
• Romans is Paul’s doctrinal Magnum Opus.  In this book he sets forth in a 

systematic way the Gospel he preaches as he travels the world.  

• Paul uses this letter to prepare the church in Rome for his first visit there.  He 
desires to unite the recently divided church around the truth of the Gospel. 

• Paul is also wanting to gather support for his missionary trip to Spain where he 
will preach the Gospel to “unreached people” who have never heard the message.



The gospel involves  
justification, sanctification,  

and glorification.

The Comprehensiveness of the Gospel



The Christian Life
Justification:  

Freedom from the Penalty of Sin 

Sanctification:  
Freedom from the Power of Sin 

Glorification:  
Freedom from the Presence of Sin



What Should We Believe? 
• Everyone is in need of the righteousness of God but falls short of it on their own merit. 

• The righteousness of God is imputed to everyone who has faith in the person and  
finished work of Jesus Christ. Our sin goes to Christ-His righteousness comes to us. 

• The righteous life of Christ is lived out in us practically and on a daily basis as we 
consider ourselves dead to sin, alive to God, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.



Grace 
over me

“Now This Is Life”

Cross 
behind me

Spirit 
in me Resurrection 

ahead of me



How should we behave? 
•Not ashamed but boldly proclaiming the Gospel of Grace to ourselves and others. 
•Clearly presenting the good news that salvation comes by faith alone in the 

finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross validated by His resurrection. 
•Growing in Christlikeness as we focus on Him and allow the Holy Spirit to 

transform us. 
•Loving others and serving others in the Body of Christ.



Each of us should be able  
to articulate the gospel clearly  

and passionately.

The Clarity of the Gospel



Sin separates us from God.  
(Romans 3:23) 

Salvation is by grace through faith  
in the finished work of Christ.  

(Romans 3:22) 

Sanctification is an ongoing transformation  
through the power of the Spirit . 

(Romans 8:13)

The Clarity of the Gospel



Next Steps
•Boldly embrace the good news of grace for yourself and 

for others. 
•In light of the grace of salvation live a life of grateful, 

surrender to the will of God. 
•Find your place to serve in the Body of Christ.


