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Gospels Resources
INTERPRETING MARK  

(Darrell Bock) 

Structure and Themes 
Today, Mark's Gospel generally is regarded as the first one written. Thus, its outline of Jesus's 

ministry has become the basic structure through which his life has been traced, even though sections 
of it probably are given not in chronological order but in topical arrangement (e.g., the conflicts in 
Mark 2-3). It is Mark's overall structure that flows into the other Synoptics. Here is a basic working 
outline: 

I. Prologue on the beginning of the gospel (1:1-15)  
II. Jesus's public ministry (1:16-8:26) 

A. Calling of disciples and conflicts leading to rejection (1:16-3:12)  
B. Teaching on the mystery-filled kingdom and miracles of power still yield rejection (3:13-6:6) 
C. From challenge and misunderstanding to confession (6:7-8:26) 

III. To Jerusalem, passion, and vindication (8:27-16:8)  
A. Passion predictions and discipleship teaching (8:27-10:52) 
B. Conflict in Jerusalem and prediction of judgment (11:1-13:37) 
C. King of the Jews executed for blasphemy, confessed as Son, and vindicated by God 
(14:1-16:8) 

The first major section of this Gospel cycles through a consistent structure in each of its three parts. 
There is a story about disciples at the start (1:16-20; 3:13-19; 6:7-13) and a note about rejection or a 
summary at the end (3:7-12; 6:1-6; 8:22-26).13 The turning point of the Gospel is the confession in 
8:27-31 that Jesus is the Christ. A miracle appears before this key confession that pictures Jesus giving 
sight, a symbol of how Jesus brings light to life. After the confession comes the repeated instruction 
that this Messiah will suffer. Half of the Gospel treats the movement toward the final week of Jesus's 
ministry, while a full quarter of it is on the last week alone. For Mark, the events of the final week are 
central to the story. 

The key themes are also evident in how the account proceeds. It begins with a note that what is 
being told is the gospel. Though to a lesser degree than Matthew or Luke, Mark also traces the 
kingdom of God as a theme. For Mark, it has elements that indicate its initial presence, while the bulk 
of the emphasis is that it will come in fullness one day in the future. Kingdom entry, available now, 
requires one to be like a child. The parables look to a day when this kingdom will grow to be like a 
place where birds nest. The mystery of the kingdom is that it starts 
out small but still will accomplish all that God has called it to be. It 
will grow into a full harvest. 

Another theme that is present but less developed than in 
Matthew or Luke is that the time of fulfillment has come. Mark 
opens with this theme (1:15), and it appears here and there. 

Mark is more a Gospel of action than teaching. Things happen 
immediately-one of Mark's favorite expressions. Mark has only two 
discourses, one involving the parables of the kingdom (4:1-33) and 
the other being an eschatological discourse (13:1-37). Miracles 
abound. Mark has twenty miracle accounts. Combined with healing 
summaries, these units comprise a third of the Gospel and early 

Mark’s Occasion and Purpose 
(Dan Wallace) 

As we have suggested before, all the gospels had more than one reason for their 
production. Further, one of the strange features of this gospel is that its purpose is especially 
enigmatic. Guthrie lists the following options that scholars have seen: catechetical, liturgical, 
apologetic, conflict with the Twelve, Christological, ecclesiastical, pastoral, and editorial. His 
conclusion is that “Mark had several purposes in writing his gospel.” Though certainly true, 
Guthrie curiously omits the occasion for its production. 

The occasion, if not found in the Neronic persecutions, must also be multivalenced. One of 
the factors hardly ever taken into account however is the fact that Mark is writing to Gentiles, 
though he got his material from Peter, the apostle to the Jews. Further, what is neglected is the 
fact that Mark had a strong connection with Paul—and that at one point was out of sorts with 
Paul. 

Bringing these data to bear on the issue, we would like to propose the following tentative 
hypothesis: Mark wrote his gospel as a prelude to Paul’s intended visit to Rome. The evidence, 
though quite speculative in places, is as follows. 

1.  The church at Rome was established before the Jerusalem Council met in c. 50 CE. 
Seutonius’ statement that Claudius banned Jews from Rome in 49 because they rioted in 
reaction to “Chrestus” probably refers to the Jews’ reactions to Christians in that city. 

2.  The church was probably established shortly after Pentecost, since proselytes and Jews 
came from Rome (Acts 2:10). The church would have been quite immature since these 
converts had very little information about Jesus on which to base their lives. Still, it could 
have been founded by them. 

3.  Even though Peter and Paul ended up in Rome in the early-mid 60s, we have no record 
of either of them getting there in the 50s. It is very doubtful that any apostle founded 
the church (cf. Rom. 15:20). 

4.  The combined evidence from Acts and the epistles suggests that although Mark was not 
in Paul’s good graces in c. 50 CE (at the time of the Council meeting of Acts 15), he was 
so in 60-62 (when Paul dispatched him to the Colossians/Philemon from Rome). Thus, 
sometime in the 50s Mark certainly proved himself 
worthy of Paul’s confidence once again. The fact 
that he is in Rome when Paul commends him may 
be no accident. 

5.  In Acts 19:21 Paul expresses his intention to visit 
Rome for strategic missionary work. Though it is 
impossible to date this precisely, it must have 
occurred in the early 50s. Further, this may not have 
been the first time Paul expressed such an intention, 
even though it is the first mention by Luke. Surely 
Paul’s planned itinerary would be known to 
interested Christians in Jerusalem and Antioch. 

The Miracles of Jesus 
(In Chronological Order) 

Jesus Turns Water into Wine at the Wedding in Cana Jn 2:1-11

Jesus Heals an Official's Son at Capernaum in Galilee Jn 4:43-54

Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit From a Man in Capernaum Mk 1:21-27 Lk 4:31-36

Jesus Heals Peter's Mother-in-Law Sick With Fever Mt 8:14-15 Mk 1:29-31 Lk 4:38-39

Jesus Heals Many Sick and Oppressed after Sunset Mt 8:16-17 Mk 1:32-34 Lk 4:40-41

First Miraculous Catch of Fish on the Lake of Gennesaret Lk 5:1-11

Jesus Cleanses a Man With Leprosy Mt 8:1-4 Mk 1:40-45 Lk 5:12-14

Jesus Heals a Centurion's Paralyzed Servant in Capernaum Mt 8:5-13 Lk 7:1-10

Jesus Heals a Paralytic Who Was Let Down From the Roof Mt 9:1-8 Mk 2:1-12 Lk 5:17-26

Jesus Heals a Man's Withered Hand on the Sabbath Mt 12:9-14 Mk 3:1-6 Lk 6:6-11

Jesus Raises a Widow's Son From the Dead in Nain Lk 7:11-17

Jesus Calms a Storm on the Sea Mt 8:23-27 Mk 4:35-41 Lk 8:22-25

Jesus Casts Demons into a Herd of Pigs Mt 8:28-33 Mk 5:1-20 Lk 8:26-39

Jesus Heals a Woman in the Crowd With an Issue of Blood Mt 9:20-22 Mk 5:25-34 Lk 8:42-48

Jesus Raises Jairus' Daughter Back to Life Mt 9:18, 23-26 Mk 5:21-24, 35-43 Lk 8:40-42, 
49-56

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men Mt 9:27-31

Jesus Heals a Man Who Was Unable to Speak Mt 9:32-34

Jesus Heals an Invalid at Bethesda Jn 5:1-15

Jesus Feeds 5,000 Plus Women and Children Mt 14:13-21 Mk 6:30-44 Lk 9:10-17 Jn 6:1-15

Jesus Walks on Water Mt 14:22-33 Mk 6:45-52 Jn 6:16-21

Jesus Heals Many Sick in Gennesaret as They Touch His Garment Mt 14:34-36 Mk 6:53-56

Jesus Heals a Gentile Woman's Demon-Possessed Daughter Mt 15:21-28 Mk 7:24-30

Jesus Heals a Deaf and Dumb Man Mk 7:31-37

Jesus Feeds 4,000 Plus Women and Children Mt 15:32-39 Mk 8:1-13

Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida Mk 8:22-26

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind by Spitting in His Eyes Jn 9:1-12

Jesus Heals a Boy With an Unclean Spirit Mt 17:14-20 Mk 9:14-29 Lk 9:37-43

Miraculous Temple Tax in a Fish's Mouth Mt 17:24-27

Jesus Heals a Blind, Mute Demoniac Mt 12:22-23 Lk 11:14-23

Jesus Heals a Woman Who Had Been Crippled for 18 Years Lk 13:10-17

Jesus Heals a Man With Dropsy on the Sabbath Lk 14:1-6

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers on the Way to Jerusalem Lk 17:11-19

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead in Bethany Jn 11:1-45

Jesus Restores Sight to Bartimaeus in Jericho Mt20:29-34 Mk 10:46-52 Lk 18:35-43

Jesus Withers the Fig Tree on the Road From Bethany Mt 21:18:22 Mk 11:12-14

Jesus Heals a Servant's Severed Ear While He Is Being Arrested Lk 22:50-51

The Second Miraculous Catch of Fish at the Sea of Tiberias Jn 21:4-11
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Chronology of The Life Of Jesus 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

Birth of Jesus                                    Winter  5/4 BC 
Jesus at the Temple                                            8  AD 
Jesus’ Ministry Begins                                    30  AD 

Triumphal Entry            Monday -  March 30, 33 
Crucifixion                                Friday -  April 3, 33 
Resurrection                             Sunday, April 5, 33 
Ascension                                                  May 14, 33 
Day of Pentecost                                     May 24, 33



Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension

Life Of Christ

Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 

Dates
Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD
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Mark 
Jesus is an Obedient Servant - Follow Him



• Fast-moving narrative; use of immediately (euthys) . 
• Prominence of Galilee as the locus of Jesus' early ministry.  
• Strong emphasis on Jesus' authority in teaching and in miracles. 
• Amazed reaction by others to Jesus' authority. 
• Emphasis on challenges to Jesus by the forces of Satan                             

and his defeat of them.  
• Jesus portrayed as the authoritative Messiah and Son of God. 

Mark Strauss

Characteristics of Mark’s Gospel



• Jesus portrayed as the suffering Son of Man, who will die as a 
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of his people.  
• Outsiders become insiders by faith; hints of Gentile salvation. 
• Negative portrait of the disciples; how not to follow Jesus.  
• Lengthy passion narrative; emphasis on Jesus' death.  
• Brief and enigmatic resurrection narrative.

Characteristics of Mark’s Gospel

Mark Strauss



Darrell Bock

Two key things are happening around the Jesus movement 
as we come into the 60s: (1) increased tension for Jewish 
and Christian communities, as well as (2) the aging of the 
original generation of Jesus followers. Both factors 
contribute to the move to record, and not merely  
to pass on orally, Jesus’ story and teachings.



Who Composed Mark? 
Mark got eyewitness accounts from Simon Peter. There is the strong possibility that 

Mark is the same person known elsewhere as John Mark .  
His mother was prominent in the early Jerusalem church (Acts 12:12), and he 

accompanied Barnabas (his cousin) and Paul on the first missionary journey before 
leaving the team which infuriated Paul (Acts 12:25; 13:5, 13; 15:37). He later reconciled 

with Paul and even ministered to him in prison (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11).  
Mark was in Rome with Peter, who called him “my son” (1 Pet. 5:13).



Papias [circa 130 AD]

And the Elder (The Apostle John) used to say: Mark, in his 
capacity as Peter’s interpreter, wrote down accurately as 
many things as he [Peter?] recalled from memory-though 
not in an ordered form-of the things either said or done by 
the Lord. For he [Mark] neither heard the Lord 
nor accompanied him, but later, as I said,  
[he heard and accompanied] Peter.



Who was Mark’s Original Audience? 
It seems that Mark is in Rome when he wrote his 
Gospel. He is likely there with Peter during the 

60s when the church is facing intense persecution 
under Emperor Nero (see 1 Pet. 3:13-17; 4:12-19; 5:13).



Who was Mark’s Original Audience? 
Mark writes to persecuted Gentile Christians in and around Rome, 
although it seems that he, as well as the other Gospel writers, are 

aware that they will be read by many others for years to come.  
Mark explains Jewish customs (7:3–4; 15:42), translates Aramaic 

expressions (3:17; 5:41; 7:34; 14:36; 15:34), and even translates Greek 
expressions into Latin equivalents (12:42; 15:16).



When was Mark Written? 

Mark wrote some time in the mid-50s or perhaps the mid 60s when 
persecution of Christians is on the rise. In AD 64, after a major fire 

destroys much of Rome, Nero shifts the blame from himself to 
Christians, resulting in trouble for the church.  

Many believe that both Peter and Paul are martyred during this time.



When was Mark Written? 

At the same time back in Judea, a Jewish revolt against Rome is 
brewing that will result in the destruction of Jerusalem  

and the temple in AD 69–70 (see Mark 13).  
In light of the persecution in both Rome and Judea, the church 

certainly needed the truth and challenge found in Mark’s Gospel.



Where were He and the Readers? 

There is good evidence that Mark wrote to mostly Gentile 
Christians living in Rome. In all likelihood, he lived there too. 
(1) Mark explains Palestinian customs (cf. 7:3-4); (2) some of 
the retained Aramaic expressions are translated into Greek (cf. 

3:17; 5:41; 10:46); and (3) there are many Latin expressions in Mark.



Where were He and the Readers? 

In addition, Mark 15:21 mentions Rufus as though he were well known 
to the readers. In Rom. 16:13 a certain Rufus (who lived in Rome) was 
greeted by Paul. Mark was probably in the same place as Rufus when 

he wrote, and since Rufus was in Rome in the late 50s, Mark seems to e 
there too. This is further supported by the NT references to Mark in 

Col. 4:10 and 1 Peter 5:13, which place him in Rome in the early-mid 60s.



Scott Duvall

Mark writes for a target audience of gentile Christians in and 
around Rome, although the message certainly finds a much 
wider readership soon after it is written. For his gentile 
audience, Mark explains Jewish customs (7:3-4; 15:42), 
translates Aramaic expressions (3:17; 5:41; 7:34; 14:36; 15:34), 
and even explains Greek expressions using  
Latin equivalents (12:42; 15:16).



Why was Mark Writing? 

Darrell Bock

In sum, Mark addresses the church under duress, suffering a 
rejection like that of their teacher. Yet the call to serve, to 
rest in God's plan, and to look to Jesus as the example 
provides the antidote for their stressful situation  
in a world slow to grasp what God's ways are.



Scott Duvall

Mark’s main concern is to show  
that Jesus, the powerful Messiah  
and Son of God, is also  
the Suffering Servant.



Scott Duvall

Mark then connects who Jesus is (Christology) to 
what it means to follow Jesus (discipleship). We 
learn that following Jesus means going the way of 
the cross, that the path to glory leads through 
suffering-not only for the Lord, but also  
for those who follow him.



How Is Mark Organized? 
Introduction to Jesus Christ, “The Son of God” (1:1-15) 
•The Public Ministry of Jesus, “The Son of Man” (1:16-8:26 
- Calling Disciples & Conflict with Religious Leaders (1:16-3:12) 
- Mysteries of the Kingdom & Miracles of Power (3:13-6:6) 
- Sending Disciples & Misunderstandings about Jesus (6:7-8:26) 
•BLIND MAN STORY #1 - Vision Restored Progressively (8:22-26) 
➡PETER’S CONFESSION: “YOU ARE THE CHRIST.” (8:27-29) 

•The Private Teaching of Jesus to His Followers (8:27-10:52) 
- Jesus’ Prediction of His own Death  (8:27-9:1) 
- The Transfiguration Reveals Jesus’ Glory  (9:2-13) 
- Jesus’ Teaching on Discipleship & the Disciple’s Struggle  (9:14-10:45) 
•BLIND MAN STORY #2 - Vision Restored Immediately (10:46-52) 

•The Redemptive Ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem (11:1-15:47) 
- Conflict in Jerusalem & Prediction of Judgment (11:1-13:37) 
- Jesus Suffering & Death in Jerusalem (14:1-15:47) 

Epilogue:  The Resurrection of Jesus  (16:1-8)

“In the Desert”

“In Galilee”

“On the Way”

“In Jerusalem”

“In the Tomb”



Sandwiching
★ 3:20-35      Family Visit  • Beelzebub Accusation  •  True Family    (REJECTED) 

★ 5:21-43      Request of Jarius  •  Healing Woman  • Jarius Daughter  (FAITH) 

★ 6:7-30        Sends 12  •  Martyrdom of John  •  12 Return  (DISCIPLESHIP) 

★ 11:12-25    Curse Fig Tree  •  Cleanses Temple  •  Sees the Tree  (JUDGMENT) 

★ 14:1-11       Plot   •  Anointed by Woman  • Plot   (WORSHIP/KILLING) 

★ 14:53-72     Peter’s Denial  •  Jesus is Faithful  •  Peter’s Denial (FAITHFULNESS)



Fast Paced
★ “immediately” (εύθυς) (42 x,Mt-5,L-1)  

- Not always translated 
- Sometimes translated “next” or even “then” 
- KJV - “straightway” 
- Has the feel of “moving on” 

★historical present (151 x,Mt-93, Lk-11) 
- “presenting the events as if you are there”



Vivid Use of Characters
★ Disciples as a point of identification - I want to be like them & I am like them 
★ Demons as comic relief (they get it and need to be silenced)  1:32-34, 5:1-7  
★ Jewish Leaders as Opposition 

Family - they try to take Jesus home (3:21)  
Satanic Opposition - trying to impeded and short circuit the mission 

★ Jesus:  The Secret Hero 
He emerges as Messiah 
What kind of Messiah will He be 
What does it mean to follow Him



The Role of the Disciples
★ They Follow Quickly 

★ It appears to be a Good Decision - popularity follows immediately 

★ They soon question the decision - Opposition arises and intensifies 

★ Confirmation - Appoints the Twelve then declares they are family 3:13-35 

★ Peter’s Confession that “Jesus is Messiah” is the climax of Part 1 (8:27-30) 

★ How we should follow Him is typified in 11:1-11 

★ We are left with the question of how to follow a Crucified Messiah 16:1-8
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Mark 
1. Mark is also known as John or John 

Mark (Acts 12:12,25; 13:5,13). 
2. He lived in Jerusalem and was a 

cousin of Barnabas (Col. 4:10). 
3. Mark seems to have been close to 

Peter (Acts 12:12; 1 Pet. 5:13) and 
likely got eyewitness accounts of 
Jesus life from him.  Peter plays a 
prominent role in the book        
(cf. esp. 8:27-29). 

4. Mark was on Paul’s first missionary 
journey but left early, causing a 
split between Barnabas and Paul.  
Mark later ministered with 
Barnabas on Cyprus (Acts 13:37-41). 

5. He worked with Paul later in life 
(Col. 4:10, Phm 24; 2 Tim 4:11). 

6. Mark may be the man in the linen 
cloth at Jesus’ arrest (14:51,52).  
The story is found only in Mark.

Mark  Jesus is an Obedient Servant - Follow Him

Mark, in rapid succession, set forth a record of the life of Christ in close connection to His disciples,  
highlighting their struggle to understand who He was and the nature of His Messianic ministry,  

climaxing with the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 
in order to confirm the reader’s faith and show the demands of following a Him as a Servant Leader.
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Keys to Mark’s Gospel 
1. Mark is the shortest gospel.  He 

uses the word “immediately” to 
keep the pace of his gospel 
moving fast–toward Jerusalem. 

2. He focuses on the activity of Jesus 
more than His teaching. 

3.  Mark frequently (14 times) uses 
the term “Son of Man” which 
comes from Dan 7:13 and clearly 
identifies Jesus as the Messiah. 

4. The Disciples, like us, struggle to 
fully understand who Jesus is and 
how to follow him, as illustrated 
in the Blind Man Stories. 

5. The ending (16:8) is a cliff-
hanger: How will you respond to 
the calling and example of the 
resurrected Messiah?

Who is this Messiah?

1:1 1:13    1:14

In the Desert

15:47   16:18:26 10:52   11:1 16:8

What Kind of Messiah is He?
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What is the Message? 
Mark, in rapid succession, set forth a record of the life of 

Christ in close connection to His disciples, highlighting  
their struggle to understand who He was and the nature of 
His Messianic ministry, climaxing with the death, burial and 

resurrection of Christ in order to confirm the reader’s faith 
and show the demands of following a Him as a Servant Leader.



Jesus is Messiah The Son of God
The beginning  

of the good news about  
Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,

Mark 1:1

Messiah God
άρχή-origin



Peter answered,  
“You are the Messiah.”

Jesus is Messiah The Son of God

Mark 8:28

Messiah



Jesus is Messiah The Son of God
And when the centurion, who stood there in 

front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, 
“Surely this man was the Son of God!”

Mark 15:39
Son of God



Peter’s confession
Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do 

people say I am?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; 
others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”

Mark 8:27-30



“But what about you?” he asked.  
“Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 
 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

Mark 8:27-30

Peter’s confession



Following Jesus
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples,  saying to them, 
“Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a 
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 

 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say,  
‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”

Mark 11:1-3



Following Jesus
They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. 

As they untied it,  some people standing there asked, “What are 
you doing, untying that colt?”  They answered as Jesus had told 
them to, and the people let them go.  When they brought the colt 

to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it.

Mark 11:4-7



Following Jesus
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread 

branches they had cut in the fields. Those who went ahead and those 
who followed shouted, 

“Hosanna! “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Mark 11:8-10



Following Jesus
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. 

He looked around at everything,  
but since it was already late,  

he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

Mark 11:11



Following Jesus

Biblical discipleship  
is following a Person,  
not following a plan.



Dan Wallace

Although Mark is interested in the teaching of Jesus, he is most concerned 
with Jesus’ actions. The lack of a genealogy and the lack of much teaching 
material, coupled with the frequent use of “immediately” have been seen 
as sufficient indicators that Mark’s Gospel presents Jesus preeminently 
as the Servant. We might modify this slightly: the heart 
of this gospel can be seen in 8:27-33 where Peter  
wants to affirm that Jesus is the Christ without  
the necessity of the cross.



Dan Wallace

In his stern rebuke of Peter, the servant-attitude of 
Jesus is thus seen to be intrinsically related to his own 
suffering. The verse which capsulizes this is 10:45  
(“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,  
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom  
for many”): Jesus is portrayed then as  
“The Suffering Servant.” 



Where Does This Fit? 
•Mark is the shortest gospel and is full of action focusing more on Jesus’ ministry 

than His teaching. 

•Mark is a cousin of Peter and got eyewitness reports from Him.  He was a follower 
of Jesus Himself and may be the “young man” in there Garden of Gethsemane. 

• This is the most “story like” of all the gospels with character development, plot, 
tension, and even a cliffhanger ending.



What Should We Believe? 
• Jesus is the Messiah/Christ—the long awaited Savior promised in 

the Old Testament. 

• Following Jesus is often a confusing struggle but worth it. 

• Jesus obediently suffers to fulfill His calling.  We should expect 
nothing less for ourselves.



Jesus the mighty Messiah and Son of God 
obediently suffers as the Servant of the Lord 
to pay the ransom price for sins,  
and as a model of suffering and  
sacrifice for his disciples to follow.

Mark Strauss



How should we behave? 
• Follow Jesus in spite of opposition. 

• Follow Jesus in spite of confusion. 

• Follow Jesus in spite of fear.



Next Steps
•Embrace a life of following Jesus in spite of 

confusion, fear, and suffering. 
•Be thankful that Jesus is patient with us and 

understands the struggle we have following Him.



From our examination of the Gospel's narrative 
progression and theological themes, we may suggest 
a threefold narrative purpose: (1) to confirm that 
Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah and Son of God, 
the inaugurator of God's kingdom and the 
fulfillment of Israel's promises;

Mark Strauss



(2) To show that he fulfills these promises in a 
surprising way-not through conquest but through 
servanthood and suffering; and (3) on the basis of  
this revelation, to call believers to follow in the 
suffering path of their Messiah and Lord. 
The path to glory si through suffering  
and sacrifice.

Mark Strauss


