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Matthew Resources
“Discipleship in the New Testament" 

Joey Dodson 

Discipleship 
In the Great Commission, Jesus commands his disciples to make disciples. But what is 

discipleship? Christians weren’t the only ones to make disciples in the ancient world. For instance, 
John the Baptist had disciples (e.g., Matt. 9:14; Luke 7:18–19; John 1:35–37; Acts 19:1–3) as did the 
Pharisees (e.g., Matt. 22:16; Mark 2:18; John 9:28–29). Moreover, in the New Testament world many 
philosophical schools, such as the Sophists and Stoics, had disciples. Within all of these groups, 
discipleship primarily involved imitation, following and adhering to the example of a god or master 
teachers or both.  

Christian discipleship also called for imitation. According to Jesus, “A disciple is not above his 
teacher, but, once he has been fully trained, the disciple will be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40); indeed, 
as the teacher is, so should the disciple be also (Matt. 10:25). Jesus makes it clear that only his 
disciples will receive eternal life (e.g., Matt. 16:24–26; 19:21–23; John 10:27–28). Imitating him, 
however, calls for drastic measures—a willingness to deny self, to forsake possessions, to abandon 
loved ones, and to suffer persecution (Luke 14:26–27, 33; cf. John 6:60–66). Paul also called disciples 
to a life of imitation—“Imitate me as I imitate Christ” (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1; Phil. 3:17; cf. 2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 
4:19;1 Tim. 1:16); “for you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example” (2 Thess. 3:7–9); 
“be imitators of God” (Eph. 5:1; cf. 4:24); “set an example for the believers” (1 Tim. 4:12). According 
to Paul, discipleship requires imitation in attitude as well as in action, by cultivating moral virtues (such 
as humility and love) as well as enacting selfless service (Rom. 15:2–3; 2 Cor. 8:9; Phil. 2:1–11). 
Similarly, the author of Hebrews urged the disciples to emulate the exemplars of faithful endurance 
(Heb. 6:12; 11:1–12:1; 13:7).  

The imitation motif especially occurs in contexts of suffering (1 Thess. 1:6–7; 2:14). For instance, 
Peter points believers to the example of Christ’s suffering so they may follow “in his steps” (1 Pet. 
2:21–23). In fact, even God acts as an agent in discipleship by using afflictions to disciple his children 
(Heb. 12:7–13) and by working suffering for good so the disciples of Christ may be conformed to his 
image (see Rom. 8:17–29). 

Jesus the Teacher 
It was his custom to teach. Day after day he taught—in 

synagogues and in the temple, on the sea and beside it, on plains 
and upon mountains, from his hometown to Jerusalem. Most were 
astonished at his teachings, so full of authority and wisdom; but 
many, including his own disciples, frequently failed to comprehend 
them. On one occasion, when his disciples did understand his 
teaching, the majority rejected it and simply walked away (John 
6:60–66). Once, Peter even went so far as to rebuke Jesus for his 
teaching (Mark 8:31–32). While some glorified Jesus when they 
heard him (Luke 4:15), others accused him of being demon-
possessed (John 7:20) and sought to kill him (Mark 11:18; Luke 
23:4–5). Although there were exceptions (e.g., John 3:2), many of 
the Jewish leaders were vexed by such extraordinary teachings 

“Narrative Structure and Discourse in Matthew" 
Michael J. Wilkins 

Matthew’s Gospel has held a favored place in the history of the church because of its extended 
collection of Jesus’ teaching, especially the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew has collected the most 
complete compilation of Jesus' teachings, exhortations, prophecies, and parables found anywhere in 
Scripture. 

The concluding element of the Great Commission, in which Jesus states that new disciples are to 
be taught "to obey everything I have commanded you" (28:20), gives a hint to one overall purpose for 
this Gospel. Matthew records five of Jesus major discourses, all of which are addressed primarily to 
Jesus' disciples (chs. 5-7; 10; 13; 18; 24-25), and signals the conclusion of each with the recurring 
identical formula: "When Jesus had finished..." (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). These discourses 
provide a wholistic presentation on the kind of discipleship that was to be taught to disciples as the 
basis for full-orbed obedience to Christ and became the basis for Christian instruction within the 
church. These discourses reveal that Jesus' disciples will be characterized by what they are taught to 
follow in these directives. 

Kingdom-life disciples (chs. 5-7). The Kingdom-Life Proclamation, popularly called the Sermon on 
the Mount, develops what it means to be “kingdom- life disciples." Jesus expounds the reality of a 
radical everyday discipleship lived in the presence and power of the kingdom of God within the 
disciples' everyday world. This kind of discipleship involves an inside-out transformation into the 
righteousness of the kingdom (5:20). The ultimate example of this righteousness is Jesus himself, who 
has come to fulfill the Old Testament revelation of God's will for his people (5:17, 21-47), so that Jesus 
disciples can pursue clearly the goal to be perfect as their heavenly Father is perfect (5:48). Kingdom 
life, therefore, addresses all aspects of what discipleship to Jesus means during this age, including 
ethical, religious, marital, emotional, and economic dimensions. 

Mission-driven disciples (ch. 10). The Mission Mandate develops what it means to be "mission-
driven disciples.” Jesus commissions all his disciples to go out to share and live the gospel of the 
kingdom of God to an alien and often hostile world until his return. Mission in this age is a 
responsibility of all believers (10:24-25, 40-42), not just a special category of persons. It occurs in both 
public confession to the world (10:32-33) and in private commitments to one's family (10:34-39). Like 
Jesus, his disciples can expect opposition and persecution (10:24-25) from Jews and Gentiles, from 
the religious and political world, as well as from ones own closest family and companions (10:17-21). 
Yet they need not fear because the Spirit will provide power and guidance (10:19-20), and the Father 
will exercise sovereign care and control (10:28-33). The centrality of the presence of Jesus in the disci- 
ples life is the most vital characteristic of the mission, so that 
the disciples increasingly grow to be like the Master (10:24). 

Clandestine-kingdom disciples (ch. 13). The Parabolic 
Disclosure develops what it means to be "clandestine-
kingdom disciples." Through his parables Jesus tests the 
hearts of the crowd to reveal whether the message of the 
kingdom of heaven has taken root and is producing fruit, or 
whether it has been unproductive (13:18-23). Through 
parables Jesus also reveals to his disciples the secrets of the 
kingdom of God, making known that, during this age, the 
kingdom will exist in a hidden form. It will be an undercover 
kingdom, not the overpowering political, militaristic, and 
dominant cultural manifestation of Gods rule that many 
expected (13:31-33). So the Parabolic Discourse reveals what 

"THE OLIVET DISCOURSE AND THE FUTURE" 
(ESCHATOLOGY: Biblical, Historical and Practical Approaches) 

Darrell Bock 

Jesus's most focused discussion of the future is found in the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25; Mark 
13; Luke 21:5-36). This is a complicated discourse because we have it in three versions and it 
addresses two events at the same time that mirror each other. Those events are the destruction of the 
temple in 70 CE and the events tied to the end times. The destruction is seen as a precursor and 
reflection of the end. This kind of multiple event mirroring is known as typology, or pattern prophecy; 
it is where one event sets a pattern for another that comes later. If one does not appreciate this 
mirrored or layered structure in this discourse, it becomes very confusing to read the text, especially in 
its various versions.  

Some, in failing to see the layers, force us to choose between 70 CE and the end for the 
discourse as a whole. Some argue the passage is only about 70 CE and the destruction of Jerusalem. 
They point to the opening remarks of Jesus that led to the disciples asking about when these things 
would be. Jesus is predicting the temple's destruction when he says not one stone will be left on 
another of the temple the disciples are admiring. Others say that Jesus is discussing the end when he 
refers to the Son of Man and the gathering of the saints. Not only that, but the question in Matthew 
explicitly points to and asks about the end. So which approach is correct?  

The better answer is not to force a choice, but to see both as correct because a patterned 
fulfillment is being presented. One set of events mirrors and points to the other in a patterned 
fulfillment. Such patterns are common in Jewish interpretation of the period. One can speak of the 
exodus or a new exodus. One can speak of the day of the Lord and mean Joel's locust plague as a 
picture of the end-time judgment. One can see Eden as a picture of the new heaven and earth. The 
antichrist can be Antiochus Epiphanies, a Roman emperor, or the figure of the end. Patterns for 
looking at the future using the past, present, or near future are common in the Bible. That is what is 
happening here. This means that a writer can present the text focusing on the pattern itself in its 
double layering. One can emphasize the near setting that sets the pattern or look to its end result in 
the completion of the pattern. Our contention is that Mark simply presents the pattern, while Matthew 
focuses on the end time and Luke focuses on the nearer event that sets the pattern. Matthew's unique 
reference to the end in the opening question shows his focus. Luke's reference to the destruction of 
the city and his lack of reference to the abomination of desolation shows his near view focus. With this 
interpretive observation in place, we can now consider how Jesus 
presents what lies ahead.  

Jesus begins his discourse with a series of events he says come 
before the end, as either the beginning of birth pangs or things that are 
not yet the end. These include messianic claimants, wars and rumors of 
wars, earthquakes, and famines. It is a chaotic period. In a passage 
unique to Luke that gives us some timing for these events, Luke 21:11 
introduces the idea that before the above list comes a period of 
persecution of believers. The exhortation in this section is to be faithful 
and to not worry as to what should be said; the Spirit will help in 
replying. One can see by the way Jesus covers this material that his 
goal is not to give a sequence of events or a calendar but to describe 
in general terms the conditions that lead to both the destruction and 
the end. In fact, Jesus is reassuring the disciples that no matter how 
chaotic things get and seem, God's plan is unfolding. Disciples can 
trust in God and remain faithful, even in the midst of great pressure. 

Discipleship
Summary of 

Discourses Olivet 
Discourse



Life of Christ 
Preparation 
(Matt. 1:1-7:29; Mark 1:1-15;  
Luke 1:1-4:13; John 1:1-18) 

Birth 
Baptism 

Temptation  
Teaching 

Ministry 
(Matt. 8:1-20:34; Mark 1:16-10:52;  
Luke 4:14-19:44: John 1:19-17:26)  

Obscurity 
Popularity 
Opposition  
Training 

Passion 
(Matt. 21:1-28:20; Mark 11:1-16:8;  
Luke 19:45-24:53; John 18:1-21:25)  

Trial 
Crucifixion 

Resurrection  
Ascension 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Dates
Birth winter 5/4 BC

Herod the Great dies March 4, BC

Temple at 12 April 29, 9 AD

Caiaphas - High Priest 18 AD

Pilate in Judea 26 AD

John’s ministry begins Spring, 29, AD

Jesus’ ministry begins Fall, 29 AD

Jesus' first Passover April 7, 30 AD

Jesus' second Passover April 25, 31 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Oct. 31 AD

Jesus third Passover Apr. 14, 32 AD

Jesus at Tabernacles Sept. 32 AD

Arrival at Bethany March 28, 33 AD

PASSION WEEK Mar. 30-Apr. 5, 33 AD

Triumphal Entry Monday, Mar. 30

Cleansing Temple Tuesday, Mar. 31

Temple Debates Wednesday, Apr. 1

Olivet Discourse Wednesday, Apr. 1

Passover Meal Thursday, Apr. 2

Betrayal & Arrest Thursday, Apr. 2

Trial & Crucifixion Friday, Apr. 3 

Jesus in the Tomb Saturday, Apr. 4

Jesus’ Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 5

Ascension May 14, 33 AD

Pentecost May 24, 33 AD
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The New Moses 
(Rescue • Teaching • Covenant)
•Obscure Birth  
•Attempt to kill as baby 
•Divine Deliverance 
•Delivers from Slavery 
•New Divine Teaching 
•Seen in Glory 
•Initiates a New Covenant



Matthew 
Jesus is messiah and King of the Jews



What is the Message? 
Matthew presented selected events from Jesus’ life, death, resurrection,  
and teaching (stressing the Kingdom Program of God) with an emphasis on 

Christ’s fulfillment of the Old Testament in order to assure Jewish believers 
and non-believers that God’s Kingdom Program had not been done away with 

but had entered a new phase–the Church Age–which is inaugurated by Jesus  
so that disciples-both Jew and Gentile-would live according to the teachings 

of Jesus as recorded by Matthew in five key sermons, which form  
a New Torah for the subjects of the king.



How Is Matthew Organized? 
Prologue: The Incarnation of the King  (1:2:-2:23) 
•Preparation of the King (3:1-7:29) 

-Message #1 - The Sermon on the Mount (4:12-7:29) 
•Ministry of the King (8:1-11:1) 

-Message #2 - The Sending of Disciples to Israel (9:35-10:42) 
•Opposition to the King (11:2-13:42) 

-Message #3 - The New Form of the Kingdom (13:1-52) 
•Private Teaching of the King (13:53-18:35) 

-Message #4 - Living in the Community of the King (18:1-35) 
•Official Presentation of the King (19:1-25:46) 

-Message #5 - The Olivet Discourse (24:3-25:46) 
Epilogue:  The Death and Resurrection of the King  (26:1-28:20)



The Great Commission
 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth. As you are going,  
make disciples of all the nations,  

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you;  
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20



Michael Wilkins

The concluding element of the Great Commission, in which Jesus 
states that new disciples are to be taught "to obey everything I have 
commanded you" (28:20), gives a hint to one overall purpose for this 
Gospel. Matthew records five of Jesus major discourses, all of 
which are addressed primarily to Jesus' disciples (chs. 5-7; 10; 13; 18; 
24-25), and signals the conclusion of each with the  
recurring identical formula: "When Jesus had finished..."  
(7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1).



Michael Wilkins

These discourses provide a wholistic presentation on the 
kind of discipleship that was to be taught to disciples as 
the basis for full-orbed obedience to Christ and became 
the basis for Christian instruction within the church. 
These discourses reveal that Jesus' disciples  
will be characterized by what they are taught  
to follow in these directives.
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Matthew 
1. Matthew was called to follow 

Jesus while employed as a tax 
collector (Matt. 9:9). 

2. Matthew is also known as “Levi” 
(Mark 2:14-17; Luke 5:27-32). 

3. Matthew followed Jesus immed- 
iately and held a banquet for 
Jesus at his house, inviting other 
tax collectors and sinners as 
guests (Matt 9:9-13). 

4. Ironically, Matthew’s job as a tax 
collector, extorting taxes for 
Rome, would make him an 
enemy of all Jews.  Yet, in God’s 
grace, he writes the Gospel to 
the Jews. 15:2-35).

Matthew Jesus is Messiah and King of the Jews

Book #1

Matthew presented selected events from Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and teaching (stressing the Kingdom Program of God)  
with an emphasis on Christ’s fulfillment of the Old Testament in order to assure Jewish believers and non-believers that God’s 
Kingdom Program had not been done away with but had entered a new phase–the Church Age–which is inaugurated by Jesus  

so that disciples-both Jew and Gentile-would live according to the teachings of Jesus as recorded by Matthew  
in five key sermons, which form a new Torah for the subjects of the king.
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Tax Collectors 
1.  The term “tax collector” was an 

insult (Matt. 5:46; 18:17). 
2. The “tax farmers” often extorted 

people charging far more than 
was fair (Luke 4:12-14). 

3. They were often associated with 
prostitutes (Matt. 21:31-32) and 
“sinners” (Mk. 2:15; Lk. 15:1). 

4. The Rabbis called them unclean.

The New Torah 
Matthew presents five sermons of Jesus, 
each concluded with a similar closing 

formula followed by the advancement of 
His ministry, forming a New Torah which 

supersedes the Pentateuch of Moses. 

        Sermon         Close/Transition 

1.    4:12-7:27             7:28-29 
2.    9:35-10:42               11:1 
3.      13:1-52                 13:53 
4.     18:1-35                   19:1 
5.    24:3-25:36             26:1

Book #2 Book #3 Book #4 Book #5Prologue Epilogue

1:1 2:23   3:1

Introduction 
Narrative-Sermon

Preparation 
Narrative-Sermon

Confrontation 
Narrative-Sermon

Training 
Narrative-Sermon

Inauguration 
Narrative-Sermon

Validation 
Narrative-Commission
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The Sermon on the Mount

The Foundational Teaching of the King  
   “Kingdom Values: Here & Now and Then & There”

Matthew 4:12-7:29



The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:1-2

Now when Jesus saw the crowds,  
he went up on a mountainside  

and sat down.  
His disciples came to him,  

and he began to teach them.



The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 4:12-7:29

•Setting (5:1-2) 
•Subjects of the Kingdom (5:3-16) 
•Truth about the Kingdom (5:17-7:12) 

-The Intent of the Law 
-The Need for Internal Righteousness 
-The Intentions of the Heart 

•Entry into the Kingdom



The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:1-2

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.  
Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted.  

Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the 

earth.  
Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, 
    for they will be filled.  

Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown 

mercy.  
Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God.  
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called 

children of God.  
Blessed are those who are 

persecuted because of 
righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.

Upside Down Kingdom



The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:43-48

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell 
you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you, that you may be children 
of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun 
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.



The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:43-48

If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax 

collectors doing that? And if you greet 
only your own people, what are you 

doing more than others? Do not even 
pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as 

your heavenly Father is perfect.



The Sermon on the Mount
Salt and Light (5:13-16) 

Christ and the Law (5:17-20) 
Murder and Anger (5:21-22) 

Reconciliation (5:23-26) 
Adultery and Lust (5:27-30) 

Divorce and Remarriage (5:31-32) 
Keeping Your Word (5:33-37) 

Forgiveness (5:38-42) 
Love Your Enemies (5:43-48) 

 Generosity (6:1-4) 

Hypocritical Prayer (6:1-8) 
Proper Prayer (6:9-14) 

Secret Fasting (6:15-18) 
Priorities (6:19-24) 

Worry and trust (6:25-34) 
Judging Others (7:1-6) 

Persistence in Prayer (6:7-12) 
High Cost of Following (6:13-14) 
True and False Prophets (6:15-20) 

Foolish Priorities (5:24-29)



The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:29-29

When Jesus had finished saying these 
things, the crowds were amazed at 
his teaching, because he taught as 

one who had authority, and not as 
their teachers of the law.



Michael Wilkins

This kind of discipleship involves an inside-out 
transformation into the righteousness of the kingdom (5:20). 
The ultimate example of this righteousness is Jesus himself, 
who has come to fulfill the Old Testament revelation of 
God's will for his people (5:17, 21-47), so that Jesus 
disciples can pursue clearly the goal to be  
perfect as their heavenly Father is perfect (5:48).



Michael Wilkins

Kingdom life, therefore, addresses all 
aspects of what discipleship to Jesus 
means during this age, including ethical, 
religious, marital, emotional, and  
economic dimensions.



The Sending of Disciples to Israel

The Nature of the Ministry of the King  
  “Like Christ: Serving and Suffering while Expecting God’s Reward”

Matthew 9:35-10:42



Matthew 10:5-8

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles 

or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go 
rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, 

proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse those who have leprosy,[a] drive out 
demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

The Sending of Disciples to Israel



Matthew 10:16-20

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. 
Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 

doves. Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the 
local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. On my 

account you will be brought before governors and 
kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But 

when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say 
or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to 

say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of 
your Father speaking through you.

The Sending of Disciples to Israel

Opposition & Success



Michael Wilkins

Like Jesus, his disciples can expect opposition and 
persecution (10:24-25) from Jews and Gentiles, from the 
religious and political world, as well as from ones own 
closest family and companions (10:17-21). Yet they need not 
fear because the Spirit will provide power and guidance 
(10:19-20), and the Father will exercise  
sovereign care and control (10:28-33).



Michael Wilkins

The centrality of the presence of Jesus in 
the disciples life is the most vital 
characteristic of the mission, so that the 
disciples increasingly grow to be  
like the Master (10:24).



The New Form of the Kingdom

The New Mystery Form of the Kingdom of the King  
  “The Church Age: Opposition and Expansion of the Kingdom”

Matthew 13:1-52



Matthew 3:1-8

Then he told them many things in parables, saying:  
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 

scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the 
birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, 

where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 
because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came 

up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 
because they had no root. Other seed fell among 

thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still 
other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop

—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 

The New Form of the Kingdom



The New Form of the Kingdom
Parables of the Soils - Levels of Reception (13:3-8) 
The reason for Parables (13:9-17) 
Explanation of the Soils - Levels of Reception (13:18-23) 
Parable of the Weeds - Opposition and Evidence (13:24-30) 
Parable of the Mustard Seed - Growth of the Kingdom (13:31-32) 
Parable of the Yeast - Spread of the kingdom (13:33) 
The reason for Parables (13:34-35) 
Explanation of the Weeds - Opposition and Evidence (13:36-43) 
Parables of the Hidden Treasure - Value of the Kingdom (13:44) 
Parables of the Pearl - Value of the Kingdom (13:45-46) 
Parable of the Net - God is the Final Judge (13:47-50) 
Believing Teachers of the Law - Old and New Treasures (13:51-52)

Various Reception 

Slow Growth 

In God’s Hands



Michael Wilkins

The Parabolic Disclosure develops 
what it means to be "clandestine-
kingdom disciples."



Michael Wilkins

So the Parabolic Discourse reveals what it means for 
Jesus' disciples to live as kingdom subjects in a world 
that has not yet experienced the fully consummated 
kingdom of God. However, Jesus' disciples will act 
demonstrably different from others in this  
world through an inside-out transformation. 



Accountability and Forgiveness in the Kingdom of the King  
  “Relationships: Humility, Honesty, and Grace”

Matthew 18:1-35

Living in the Community of the King



Matthew 18:1

At that time  
the disciples came  

to Jesus and asked,  
“Who, then, is the greatest  
in the kingdom of heaven?”

Living in the Community of the King



Matthew 18:2-5

He called a little child to him, and placed the 
child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell 

you, unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly 
position of this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes 

one such child in my name welcomes me.

Living in the Community of the King



Matthew 18:15-17

If your brother or sister sins, go and point out 
their fault, just between the two of you. If they 

listen to you, you have won them over. But if 
they will not listen, take one or two others 

along, so that ‘every matter may be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they 
still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if 

they refuse to listen even to the church, treat 
them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

Living in the Community of the King



Matthew 18:18-20

Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will 
have been bound in heaven, and whatever you 

Free on earth will be have been freed in heaven. 

 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on 
earth agree about anything they ask for, it will 

be done for them by my Father in heaven.  
For where two or three gather in my name,  

there am I with them.”

Living in the Community of the King



Living in the Community of the King

The Humility of a Child (18:2-5) 

Concern for others (18:6-9) 

Seeking the Lost (18:10-14) 

Dealing with Sin (18:15-20) 

Forgiveness (18:21-35)Humility, Honesty, Grace



Michael Wilkins

This discourse clarifies how discipleship to Jesus 
is expressed through a church that is characterized 
by humility, responsibility, purity, accountability, 
discipline, forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
restoration. This fourth discourse is  
addressed to insiders.



The Olivet Discourse
The Signs of the End of the Age  

Consummating the Kingdom of the King  
  “No One Knows, So You Better be Ready”

Matthew 24:3-25:46



Matthew 24:1-3

Jesus left the temple and was walking away when 
his disciples came up to him to call his attention to 
its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked.  
“Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on 

another; every one will be thrown down.” 
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said,  
“when will this happen, and what will be the sign 

of your coming and of the end of the age?”

The Olivet Discourse
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Setting (24:1-3) 
The Beginning of Birth Pains (24:4-14) 
the Great Tribulation (24:15-28) 
The Coming of the Son of Man (24:29-31) 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree (24:32-35) 
No One knows the Date (24:36-41) 
Be Ready for an unexpected arrival (24:42-44) 
Work while you expectantly wait (24:45-51) 
Be prepared for His return (25:1-13) 
Use Your Resources for the Kingdom (25:14-30) 
Final Judgment - Sheep and Goats (25:31-46)

Be Ready For His return



Darrell Bock

Jesus's most focused discussion of the future is found in the 
Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25; Mark 13; Luke 21:5-36). This is a 
complicated discourse because we have it in three versions and it 
addresses two events at the same time that mirror each other. 
Those events are the destruction of the temple in 70 CE  
and the events tied to the end times. The destruction  
is seen as a precursor and reflection of the end.



Michael Wilkins

In the Olivet Discourse (or Eschatological Forecast), Jesus looks 
down the long corridor of time and prophesies to his disciples of 
his return, the end of the age, and the establishment of his 
messianic throne. This discourse culminates Jesus' teaching on 
discipleship by describing how his disciples are to live each day in 
this age of the already-not yet consummation of the  
kingdom of God in expectant preparation for his  
return with power. 



Michael Wilkins

They are to expect that Jesus could 
return at any time, yet responsibly 
plan as though he is not returning for 
an extended period of time. 



The New Torah
•Live a Holy Life Like Jesus (5-7) 

•Live on Mission in Spite of Suffering (10) 

•Expect Opposition & Victory (13) 

•Pursue Humility, Honesty & Grace (18) 

•Be Ready & on Mission when He Returns (24-25)

“Teaching them to observe everything I commanded”



Next Steps
•Accept the salvation that came through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. 
•Take an active step to begin living a “Great Commission Lifestyle” 

by seeing your purpose as a child of the King who consistently 
points people to Him with your witness (life, testimony, and clear 
presentation of the gospel).



Matthew 
Jesus is messiah and King of the Jews


