
A  S u r v e y  o f  t h e   

BIBLE
Contxext • Contxent • Convictxion











Cairo and Jessica Fariñas



THE ACTS OF THE 
APOSTLES

The Church of Jesus on Mission Empowered by the Spirit

August 19, 2018 - April 12, 2020

65 Messages 
(5 Week Series on Prayer)



Acts Resources
"UNHINDERED" 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ACTS 
(Chuck Swindoll) 

 “Unhindered.” That’s the very last word in the book of Acts. “Unhindered” is a fitting final 
word because it perfectly describes the central theme of Luke’s historical account of the first-
century church. That’s not to say that the movement established by Jesus Christ and carried 
forward by His followers didn’t meet with opposition. On the contrary, Acts describes opposition 
so ferocious and so deadly that any other organization would have folded immediately. 
“Unhindered” doesn’t suggest that the first believers didn’t experience challenges. They did, in 
fact, meet challenges so insidious, so unique, and so frequent that following conventional 
wisdom would have hastened their doom. “Unhindered” simply indicates that nothing would 
keep the church from fulfilling its divine purpose.  

 While Luke provides an accurate, detailed account of the first-century church and its 
spread across much of the known world, his book really does not focus on ideas or events, or 
even the people who served and led the church. In fact, the usual title, Acts of the Apostles, 
could mislead readers; the book primarily recounts the actions of two key apostles—Peter and 
Paul—though both were always in close cooperation with numerous gifted associates and 
ministry assistants. Perhaps a more apt title might be “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” One of these 
Spirit-filled ministry associates, the physician Luke, has assembled a grand mosaic using facts like 
colored bits of broken pottery to display the work of God as He carries out His plan to redeem 
and transform the world.  

 Acts is a pivotal book in the great narrative of God’s redemptive plan. The Old Testament 
introduces God to humanity and establishes His covenants with Israel, all in anticipation of Jesus 
Christ. The Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—tell the story of how the God-man, Jesus, 
came to fulfill the Old Testament covenants and to establish a new covenant with humanity.  Acts 
documents the launch of the new covenant community's phenomenal growth in the first three 
decades after Jesus' death and resurrection.  

THE PURPOSE OF ACTS 

 Today, the books of the New Testament appear in a 
standardized order—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, 
Romans, and so on—that separates Luke and Acts. But the 
book of Acts was never intended to be read as a stand-
alone document; rather, it is the second volume of Luke’s 
two-volume work, which began with his historical account of 
Christ’s life, the Gospel of Luke.  

 Nevertheless, the book of Acts is well placed after 
the Gospels. It is a book of transitions, documenting the 
period after the earthly ministry of Jesus when the church 

	 	 	 	 Ken	Wilson

CHRONOLOGY		
OF	THE	APOSTOLIC	AGE 	1

Crucifixion	of	Christ	 	 Fri.,	Apr.	3,	33	

Pentecost:	Peter’s	first	sermon	and	the	Birth	of	the	Church		(Acts	2)	 	 Sun.,	May	24,	33	

Peter's	second	sermon	and	Peter	and	John	brought	before	the	Sanhedrin		(Acts		3:1–4:31)	 summer	33	

Death	of	Ananias	and	Sapphira		(Acts	4:32–5:11)	 	 33–34	

Peter	brought	before	Sanhedrin		(Acts	5:12–42)	 	 34–25	

Prototype	Deacons	selected		(Acts	6:1–7)	 	 late	34–early	35	

Stephen	martyred		(Acts	6:8–7:60)	 	 Apr.	35	

The	Church	Scattered	and	Phillip	Preaches	in	Samaria	and	to	an	Ethiopian	(Acts	8:1-40)	 Early	Summer	35	

Paul's	conversion		(Acts	9:1–7)	 	 summer	35	

Paul	in	Damascus	and	Arabia		(Acts	9:8–25;	Gal.	1:18–20)	 	 summer	37	

Paul	in	Jerusalem,	first	visit		(Acts	9:26–29;	Gal.	1:18–20)	 	 summer	37	

Paul	went	to	Tarsus	and	Syria–Cilicia	area		(Acts	9:30;	Gal.	1:21)	 	 autumn	37	

Peter	ministered	to	Gentiles		(Acts	10:1–11:18)	 	 40–41	

Barnabas	sent	to	Antioch		(Acts	11:19–24)	 	 41	

Paul	went	to	Antioch		(Acts	11:25–26)	 	 spring	43	

Agabus	predicted	a	famine		(Acts	11:27–28)	 	 spring	44	

Agrippa's	persecution,	there	Apostle	James 	martyred		(Acts	12:1–23)	 	 spring	44	2

Relief	visit,	Paul's	second	visit	to	Jerusalem	(Acts	11:30;	Gal.	2:1–10)	 	 autumn	47	

Paul	in	Antioch		(Acts	12:25–13:1)	 	 autumn	47–spring	48	

First	Missionary	Journey	(Acts	13–14)	 	 Apr.	48–Sept.	49	

Departure	from	Antioch		 	 Apr.	48	
Cyprus	 	 Apr.–June	48	
Pamphylia	 	 first	of	July–middle	of	July	48	
Pisidian	Antioch	 	 middle	of	July–middle	of	Sept	48	
Iconium	 	 Oct.	48–last	of	Feb.	49	
Lystra–Derbe	 	 Mar.	middle	of	June	49	
Return	visit	to	churches	 	 middle	of	June	to	Aug.	49	
Return	to	Antioch	in	Syria	 	 Sept.	49	

Peter	in	Antioch		(Gal.	2:11–16)	 	 autumn	49	

The	basic	outline	is	taken	from	the	conclusion	to	Dr.	Hoehner's	Dissertation	of	the	same	name,	The	Chronology	of	the	Apostolic	Age,	1

by	Harold	Hoehner,	Th.D.	Ph.D.	,	Chairman	of	the	Department	of	New	Testament	Literature	and	Exegesis	at	Dallas	Theological	
Seminary.	Footnotes,	Book	Purposes,	and	emphasis	added.

This	is	James	the	disciple,	brother	of	John,	not	the	author	of	the	epistle	and	brother	of	Jesus.	2
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Acts 

Summary
Chronology 

of the 

Apostolic Age



Divisions of the New Testament

Matthew 
To the Jews 

“Jesus is King”

Gospels 
The Life of Christ 
With an Agenda

History 
The Life of the Church 
Within God’s Purpose

Epistles 
Personal messages 

To the People of God

Apocalyptic 
A dramatic view 

Of the future

Mark 
To the Romans 

“Following Jesus”

Luke 
To the Greeks 

“Jesus is Savior”

John 
To Everyone 
“Jesus is God”

Acts 
To the Greeks 

“The Church Continues 
Jesus’ Mission”

Romans

1 & 2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1 & 2 Thessalonians

1 & 2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon

Hebrews

1 & 2 Peter
1,2,3 John

Jude

James

Revelation 
God’s Ultimate 

Victory Over Satan

Pauline Epistles

General Epistles

Ken Wilson 
Fellowship Bible Church



1 Thessalonians 
Summer 51 

Dates of the New Testament Books

Acts 
“The Church Continues Jesus Mission”

Ken Wilson 
Fellowship Bible Church

7       9    13          14  15       16                18   19           21             22                 28

Jerusalem 
Council 

Autumn 49 

Paul’s First  
Missionary Journey 

April 48-September 49 

Paul’s Second  
Missionary Journey 

April 50-September 52 

Paul’s Third  
Missionary Journey 

Spring 53-May 57 

Paul’s Trials  
Journey to Rome 
May 57-Winter 62 

Paul’s First  
Imprisonment in Rome 

Winter 60-Spring 62 

Paul’s Second  
Imprisonment in Rome 

Autumn 67-Spring 68 

Paul’s Death  
Spring 68 

Paul’s Fourth  
Missionary Journey 

Spring 62-Autumn 67 

Crucifixion 
April 3, 33 AD

Stephen's Death  
April 35 

Paul’s Conversion  
summer 35 

Galatians 
Autumn 49 

1 Thessalonians 
Summer 51 

1 Corinthians 
Spring 56 

2 Corinthians 
Autumn 56 

Romans 
Winter 56/57 

Ephesians 
Autumn 60 

Colossians 
Autumn 61 

Philemon 
Autumn 61 

Philippians 
Spring 62 

1 Timothy 
Autumn 62 

Titus 
Summer 66

2 Timothy 
Autumn 67 

Destruction of 
Jerusalem 

September 2, 70 AD

James martyred  
Spring 62 

John 
85-90

1 John 
85-90

3 John 
85-90

2 John 
85-90

revelation 
96

Mark 
50? 

Matthew 
58

Luke 
60

Acts 
61

1 Peter 
68?

2 Peter 
68?

James 
45 

Hebrews 
64-68?

Jude 
66-80?

Pauline  
Epistles

General  
Epistles

Gospels
Mark 
65-68? 

John 
65-66



Chronology of The Life Of Paul 
(Acts and the Pauling Epistles) 

Birth of Paul                                             5-12 AD                                               Acts 22:3 
  Brought Up IN Jerusalem                    15-20  AD                                               Acts 22:3 
  Educated in Jerusalem                         20-30  AD 
  Persecutor of the Church                   30-34 AD                                        Acts 8:1-9:1-2 

Conversion                                                    35 AD                                            Acts 9:1-19 
  Preaching in Damascus/Arabia                37 AD                                                Gal. 1:17 
  First Jerusalem Visit                                    37 AD                                         Acts 9:26-27 
First Missionary Journey                   48-49 AD                                            Acts 13-14 
  Jerusalem Council                                       49 AD                                         Acts 9:26-27 
  Paul in Antioch                                     49-50 AD                                       Acts 15:30-35 
Second Missionary Journey               50-52 AD                                            Acts 15-18 
  Paul in Antioch                                     52-53 AD                                       Acts 15:30-35 
Third Missionary Journey                 53-57 AD                                             Acts 18-21 
  Voyage to Rome                                      59-60 AD                                             Acts 27-28 
  First Roman Imprisonment                  60-62 AD                                       Acts 28:30-31 
  Second Roman Imprisonment/Death      68 AD                                    

30 Yrs Old

48 Yrs Old

60 Yrs Old

2 Years

3 Years

4 Years



First  
Journey 
(Acts 13-14) 

April 48 
September 49 

Galatians 

Jerusalem 
Council 

Second 
Journey 

(Acts 15:36-18:22) 

April 50 
September 52 

1 Thessalonians 

2 Thessalonians 

Third  
Journey 

(Acts 18:23-21:16) 

Spring 53 
May 57 

1 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

Romans 

Prison  
Epistles 
(Acts 28:30) 

Winter 60 
Spring 62 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

Philemon 

Final  
Days 

(Acts 13-14) 

Autumn 67 
Spring 68 

1 Timothy 

Titus 

2 Timothy

Life Of Paul

1581 
Miles

3050 
Miles

3307 
Miles



Acts 
One Savior for All People Proclaimed to All people



Scott Duvall

Luke’s purpose in his Gospel connects directly to his 
purpose in Acts. In this two-volume work he explains the 
grand plan of God through Jesus Christ and his church 
(Luke 1:20; 4:21; 9:31; 21:22, 24; 24:44–47). He writes to 
instruct Theophilus and others like him so that they may 
know the certainty of the things they have  
been taught (Luke 1:4).



Scott Duvall

In other words, Luke-Acts provides a 
discipleship manual for new believers 
coming from a pagan background and living 
in a culture that is either indifferent or 
hostile to the Christian faith.



Who Composed Acts? 
Luke is called “the beloved physician” by Paul (Col. 4:14) which likely 
means he was more of a pharmacist , herbalist or homeopath in his day.   
He was not an eyewitness of the life of Christ but did “careful research” 
to write his account in an orderly fashion (1:1-4). His literary style shows 
his education.  He was a companion of Paul as seen in the “we” passages 
in Acts (16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1–28:16) 



The Introductions of Luke & Acts
Many have undertaken to draw up an account 
of the things that have been fulfilled among 
us, just as they were handed down to us by 

those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word. With this in mind, since I 
myself have carefully investigated everything 
from the beginning, I too decided to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have been taught. 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote 
about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles he had chosen. After his 
suffering, he presented himself to them and 

gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 
He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God.



Who was Luke’s Original Audience? 
Like the Gospel of Luke, Acts was writing to a man named Theophilus 
who was a real person. He is called “most excellent” (κράτιστε), a 
term usually indicating some sort of government official, or at least 

high social rank. His name is Greek and means "Lover of God.”   
he may have been a patron for Luke providing financial support  

for his research and writing. 



Who was Luke’s Original Audience? 
We do not know where Theophilus lived. He appears to have been a 

fairly recent convert to Christianity. Although a real person,  
he represents the need for recent converts of all time to have an 

account of the life of Christ which provides reliable content  
and results in confidence about their faith and  

clarity about the mission of the church.



When was Acts Written? 
It Is likely that Acts was written just before the end of Paul’s first 

Roman Imprisonment (61-62) because Luke does not mention  important 
events which happened between AD 60 and 70. The fall of Jerusalem 
(66-70), the persecution of Christians by Nero (64), the death of 

James by the Sanhedrin (62) and especially, the final events  
in Paul’s life including his death (64 or 68).



Where were He and the Readers? 

Luke seems to be writing from Rome where Paul is 
imprisoned and waiting for his day in court. His Patron, 
Theophilus is somewhere else and it is very likely that  

Luke is writing for him while at the same time  
composing a report for future generations.



Why his Acts written?
Acts is written to show the continuity between 

the ministry of Jesus, which is the fulfillment of 
the Old Testament, and the life of the church 

empowered by the Holy Spirit.



Scott Duvall

Luke’s purpose in Acts coincides with his purpose 
in the Gospel of Luke. In this two-volume work,  
he explains how God has continued to work out 
his redemptive purposes through the church.  
What Jesus started, the Spirit continues  
through his people (Acts 1:1–2).



Dan Wallace

“The Beginnings  
of the Church  

and the Expansion  
of the Gentile  

Mission.” 



How Is Acts Organized? 
Jerusalem: Jesus’ continued work through the church empowered by the Spirit  (1:2:-6:7) 
•Panel #1: The Church Founded in Jerusalem (1:2:-6:7) 

•Progress Report #1: Word of God Spread and Disciples increased in Jerusalem (6:7) 
Judea and Samaria: Jesus’ expanding work through the church empowered by the Spirit  (6:8-9:31) 
•Panel #2: The Church Expanded from Jerusalem (6:8-9:31) 

•Progress Report #2: The Church at peace, strengthened and encouraged as they grow (9:31) 
To the Ends of the Earth: Jesus’ unhindered work through the church empowered by the Spirit  (9:32-28:31) 
•Panel #3: The Church Expanded to the Gentiles (9:32-12:24) 

•Progress Report #3: Word of God continued to increase and spread (12:24) 
•Panel #4: The Establishment of Pauline Apostleship (12:25-16:5) 
•Progress Report #4: The church is strengthened in faith and grew in numbers (16:5) 

•Panel #5: The Lord Glorified among the Gentiles (16:6-19:20) 
•Progress Report #5: Word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power (19:20) 
•Panel #6: The Testimony of Christ Carried to Rome (19:21-28:31) 

•Progress Report #6: Kingdom of God preached boldly and unhindered (28:31)
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Acts One Savior for All People Proclaimed to All People

Luke 
1. Luke is called “the beloved physician” 

by Paul (Col. 4:14). 
2. He wrote Luke & Acts to a Greek 

believer named Theophilus (Lk. 1:1-4; 
Acts 1:1-3) to clarify the gospel & its 
impact in the world. 

3. Luke and Paul met in Troas where Luke 
joined Paul’s mission effort (see Acts 
16:8-11 & “we” in Acts 16:10–17; 
20:5–15; 21:1–18; 27:1–37; 28:1-16). 

4. He was a faithful traveling companion 
& doctor for Paul later in Paul’s life (2 
Tim. 4:11, Phm 24). 

5. He was a faithful friend to Paul to the 
very end of his life (2 Tim. 4:11). 

6. Literary style shows his education. 
7. Historian & Theologian (Lk. 1:1-4).

The Gospel in Luke-Acts 
In Luke the gospel message moves from 
Galilee to Jerusalem reaching all people 
vertically up & down the social scale. 

In Acts the gospel message moves from 
Jerusalem to Rome reaching all people 

horizontally throughout the known world.

Peter/Paul Parallels 
 Peter             Event               Paul 

2:22-29 Similar Sermon 13:26-41 
3:1-10 Healing Lame Man 14:8-11 
4:8 Filled w/ Spirit 13:9 
5:15 Healing w/ shadow/cloth 19:12 
8:17 Laying on Hands bring HS 19:6 
8:18-24 Confronted a Sorcerer 13:6-11 
9:36-41 Raised the Dead 20:9-12 
12:6-11 Miraculous Release 16:25-41

Luke, a companion and supporter of Paul's mission to the Gentiles, set forth the history of the followers of Jesus-empowered by 
the Holy Spirit-highlighting Peter, who opened the door of the gospel to the Gentiles, and Paul, who expanded the gospel to the 

ends of the earth, in order to demonstrate that  the Global Scope & Mandate for the Gospel is not a new innovation  
but has always been the Ultimate Mission of God, Commission of Jesus and Priority of the Spirit.
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(Apostle to the Jews)
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(Apostle to the Gentiles)
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Jerusalem Judea 
Samaria …to the ends (ἔσχατος) of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

Two or Three Witnesses 
The validity of the Global Christian Gospel is confirmed as Luke frequently uses the Old Testament standard of two or three witnesses 

for confirmation of truth (Deut. 19:15) by repeating themes & stories at critical places in Acts.
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What is the Message? 
Luke, a companion and supporter of Paul's mission to the Gentiles, set 

forth the history of the followers of Jesus-empowered by the Holy Spirit-
highlighting Peter, who opened the door of the gospel to the Gentiles,  

and Paul, who expanded the gospel to the ends of the earth,  
in order to demonstrate that the Global Scope & Mandate for the Gospel  
is not a new innovation but has always been the Ultimate Mission of God, 

Commission of Jesus and Priority of the Spirit.



Jesus Christ  
is the predicted 

fulfillment 
of God’s plan 

to rescue all people.
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The Gospel in Luke/Acts
In Luke the gospel message 

moves from Galilee to 
Jerusalem reaching  
all people vertically  

up & down the social scale. 

In Acts the gospel message 
moves from Jerusalem to 

Rome reaching  
all people horizontally 

throughout the known world.



Peter/Paul Parallels
PETER 

2:22-29 
3:1-10 

4:8 
5:15 
8:17 

8:18-24 
9:36-41 
12:6-11 

EVENT 
Similar Sermon 

Healing Lame Man 
Filled w/ Spirit 

Healing with shadow/cloth 
Laying on Hands bring HS 

Confronted a Sorcerer 
Raised the Dead 

 Miraculous Release 

PAUL 
13:26-41 
14:8-11 

13:9 
19”12 
19:6 

13:6-11 
20:9-12 

16:25-41



A New Spirit Empowered Mission
Then they gathered around him and asked him,  

“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 

Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:6-8



The Birth of the Church
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe 

at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

Acts 2:42-47



The Birth of the Church
 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-47



What Are We Doing?
For God’s glory, the church gathers to equip (repair and prepare) 

believers by worshipping, instructing, fellowshipping and evangelizing, 
then releasing them to make disciples as they go through life by making 

converts who get baptized and then establishing them in the faith by 
teaching them to obey Christ as they relate to God in worship, His Word 
in submission, each other in love, and the unbelieving world in outreach.



Body Life
Worship 
Instruction 
Fellowship 
Evangelism



Four results
Fear of the Lord (2:43) 

Sharing Resources (2:44-46) 
Favor with People (2:47) 

Growth (2:47)

Charles Ryrie



They Will Come Back



They Will Come Back
The children of the Dechurched 
will become the uncharged, and 
then our communities will  
look like New York City  
and Seattle, Washington.

Darrel l Bock



They Will Come Back
Just because someone has walked 
away from the church, does  
not mean that they have  
walked away permanently.

Darrel l Bock



Scattered by Persecution
On that day a great persecution broke out against the 
church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 

scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried 
Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to 

destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged 
off both men and women and put them in prison.

Acts 8:1-3



Persecution and Personalities
Stephen 
Philip 
(Acts 6:1-7) 
Persecution

Stephen 
Sermon 
(Acts 7) 

Paul

Philip 
Evangelism 
(Acts 8) 
Expansion

Paul 
Conversion 
(Acts 9) 
Gentiles

Jerusalem Samaria World





The Jerusalem Council
Certain people came down from Judea to 
Antioch and were teaching the believers: 

“Unless you are circumcised, according to the 
custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.”

Acts 15:1



The Jerusalem Council
It is my (James) judgment, therefore,  
that we should not make it difficult  

for the Gentiles who are turning to God.

Acts 15:19
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3rd Journey Trip to Rome



Unhindered 
Therefore I want you to know that God’s 
salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and 
they will listen!”  

 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his 
own rented house and welcomed all who came 
to see him. He proclaimed the kingdom of God 
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with 
all boldness and without hindrance!

Acts  28:28-31



Where Does This Fit? 
• Acts is Luke’s second volume that continues his display of the work of 

Jesus through the Church empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
• Acts chronicles the birth and early days of the church fulfilling the 

Mission of Jesus. 
• Acts is a narrative that is descriptive but not always prescriptive.  

Patterns must be identified.



What Should We Believe? 
• Jesus is the central message of the church. 

• The Holy Spirit is the sole source of power for the church. 

•We are involved in finishing the task of the Great Commission.



How should we behave? 
•Focused on Jesus. 
•Dependent on the Holy Spirit. 
•Engaged in the Mission. 
•Prayerfully involved.



Next Steps
•Focus more on your need for the Holy Spirit than 

your entitlement to satisfaction and success. 
•Get engaged “finishing the task”. Learn! Go! 

Send! Welcome! Mobilize! Pack! Join!


